
 

Agenda 
 
Statewide Suicide Prevention Council 
Quarterly Meeting 
February 21, 2020 
 
Juneau, Alaska  
(To participate via teleconference dial 1-800-315-6338 and enter code 
4656518#)  
 
Friday, February 21, 2020  
 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING WILL CONVENE AT CENTENNIAL HALL CONVENTION CENTER 

IN THE HICKEL ROOM, LOCATED AT 101 EGAN DR., JUNEAU, AK 99801.  
 

9:00 a.m.  Business meeting convenes 

  Call to Order, Opening Remarks by the Chair 

 

9:05 p.m.  Roll Call, Review and Approve Agenda, Approval of Minutes, Ethics Disclosures 

& Introduction of Members, Attendance Review, Announcements  

9:15 a.m. Quarterly Report from Division of Behavioral Health Prevention, Leah VanKirk  

OBJECTIVE: Report on DBH Prevention efforts related to suicide prevention and 

the changes within the Department in Fiscal Year 2020.  

9:30 a.m. Quarterly Report from Alaska Mental Health Board and the Advisory Board on 

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Bev Schoonover 

OBJECTIVE: Report from AMHB and ABADA on its efforts related to mental 

health and the web of causality related to suicide prevention, including its 

upcoming quarterly meeting in Anchorage. 

9:45 a.m. Quarterly Report from Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, Eric Boyer 

OBJECTIVE: Report from AMHTA on its efforts related to suicide prevention, 

including the latest on the “Crisis Now” model in Alaska. 

10:00 a.m. Three-Digit Hotline Number for National Suicide Prevention and Mental Health 

Update, Federal Communications Commission 

OBJECTIVE: An update on the FCC’s and Congressional efforts to designate 

“988” as a future three-digit suicide prevention and mental health crisis hotline 

system, including the upcoming public comment deadline.       



10:30 a.m.    School-Based Suicide Prevention Grant Program and Funding Sustainability Plan 

Discussion and Update, Bev Schoonover and Sharon Fishel   

OBJECTIVE: An update on the Department of Education & Early Development’s 

school-based suicide prevention grant program and discussion on FY21 Budget 

Advocacy.     

11:00 a.m. Yaakoosge Daakahidi High School Suicide Prevention Program, Principal Kristin 

Garot   

OBJECTIVE: Hear from grantee YDHS Principal Kristin Garot and some students 

regarding its suicide prevention program funded by DEED and SSPC and what 

efforts are being made to build resiliency and reduce stigma.   

11:30 a.m. Public Comment 

OBJECTIVE: Hear from members of the public on issues related to suicide 

prevention.   

12:00 p.m. Lunch Break 

1:30 p.m. 2020 Statewide Suicide Prevention Council Action Planning, Bev Schoonover   

OBJECTIVE: A discussion on what “Recasting the Net” goals and/or strategies 

the Council wants to focus its efforts on in 2020 to build off the work done in 

2019 on lethal means reductions. 

2:00 p.m. American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Alaska Chapter Update 

OBJECTIVE: An update from the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 

Alaska Chapter on its prevention work in Alaska, including plans for its Capitol 

Advocacy Day.   

2:30 p.m. Valley Awareness for Prevention of Suicide (V.A.P.S.) Summit Update, Michael 

Carson 

OBJECTIVE: A discussion on the August suicide prevention summit organized by 

V.A.P.S. to be held in the Mat-Su Valley that the Council is helping to organize.    

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. Annual Report Discussion   

OBJECTIVE: A discussion on the annual report due to the Legislature and the 

Governor in March, including what should be highlighted in the report, length 

and design of the report.   

 



 

3:30 p.m. Travel Plan FY21 Discussion   

OBJECTIVE: A discussion on what to include in the Department of Health and 

Social Services new travel plan requirements, including where and when the 

Council wants to meet.   

4:00 p.m. Site Visit and Reception Recap  

OBJECTIVE: A recap and follow-up discussion on the Feb. 20 site visits and 

Capitol reception and decide if any follow-up actions should be taken.      

4:30 p.m. Planning for Spring SSPC Meeting 

OBJECTIVE: Planning for the spring 2020 SSPC Quarterly meeting, how long the 

teleconference meeting should be, and what should be included on the agenda.    

4:45 p.m. Final Comments  

5:00 p.m. Adjourn Business Meeting  


