
Alaska FASD Partnership Steering Committee 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020 – FINAL MINUTES 

 

I. Introductions. Lanny Mommsen, Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education 
(GCDSE); Jean Gerhardt-Cyrus, Parent/Case Manager; Mike Baldwin, Alaska Mental Health 
Trust (Trust); Alex Edwards, University of Alaska Behavioral Health and Research and Services; 
Jenn Wagaman, Alaska Center for Children and Adults (ACCA) and Fairbanks FASD Diagnostic 
Clinic; Teri Tibbett, Alaska Mental Health Board/Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
(AMHB-ABADA). 

II. Approval of Agenda. Approved. 

III. Approval of Minutes from 3.11.20. Approved.  

IV. Member Updates 

Jenn has moved her office to her home. The Fairbanks FASD diagnostic clinic cannot operate 
due to COVID and pediatricians being overworked. She is using the time to get caught up 
and is working on updating and developing new trainings. The team doesn’t have income, 
but Jenn is thankful to be employed. She is providing an online statewide support group for 
families and caregivers (no professionals) via a HIPPA-secured Zoom platform. She noted 
the struggles of families with challenging children who are at home during this stay-at-home 
period is difficult and support is needed. Providers may be invited eventually, but it is most 
important for families to feel safe, so it’ll be families for now. 

Alex is in week four of working from home. She had been working on a project raising 
awareness about FASD for Alcohol Awareness Month, but had to switch gears and redo their 
approach, so are now working on a project approved by CDC related to self-care and 
alternatives to alcohol use. They are also working on randomized trials related to apps that 
support alternatives to alcohol use, and will begin recruitment for that soon. 

Lanny – the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education is working to address 
hardships and others faced by providers and people with disabilities facing related to COVID-
19 via the Alaska Disabilities Advisory Group on Emergency Preparedness, which includes a 
variety of stakeholders. Their next meeting is for providers to express issues their seeing.  

Mike Baldwin is in week three of working from home. The Mental Health Trust has released 
$1 million in emergency funding for COVID-related relief impacting Trust beneficiaries. 
Organizations interested in applying for these funds can send a “letter of interest” via their 
website, followed by a review and approval process, for up to $25,000, for things like rental 
assistance, groceries, personal protective equipment, prevention supplies, operational 
assistance, etc. Go to www.alaskamentalhealthtrust.org and click on COVID-19. Funds cannot 
be distributed directly to individuals, but only to organizations that serve Trust beneficiaries. 

Jeanne is in Kiana, her family is in Arizona. Things have shut down in the village, so there’s no 
school, no youth groups, and no youth are allowed in the stores or post office, so there is 
nothing for them to do. There is an effort to get arts supplies and postcards to elders. Jeanne 
has been sewing masks. She will be teaching “Principals of Care Coordination” April 14-20 
online via Center for Human Development. Looking at ongoing supports, building 
relationship, etc. Will be teaching it again in the fall. 

http://www.alaskamentalhealthtrust.org/


Teri reported on legislation that passed that impacts individuals with brain-based 
disabilities, their families, and providers of services, including funding for suicide prevention, 
holistic defense project in Bethel, therapeutic courts, telehealth, behavioral health grants, 
coordinated transportation, discharge incentive grants, reentry services in the Department of 
Corrections, public guardians and guardians ad litem, adult public assistance, Medicaid, and 
Alaska Psychiatric Institute (API). Bills that passed include insurance coverage for telehealth 
(HB 29); Administration of psychotropic medication by PAs and APRNs and establishing a  
framework for crisis stabilization centers statewide (SB 120); Medicaid coverage for 
Licensed Professional Counselors (SB 134); COVID disaster relief package (SB 241). 

V. Announcements 

None. 

Next meeting: May 13, 2020 


