
Alaska Commission on Aging 
FY2015 Policy Recommendations  

 
Increase the availability of appropriate and affordable senior housing across the continuum 
of care using a variety of funding mechanisms that include public-private and public-public 
partnerships.  
Issue:  The Silver Tsunami has arrived in Alaska! We face a critical need for senior housing with supportive services 
across the continuum of care. Providing appropriate and affordable senior housing is an important strategy to sustain a 
healthy community and allow older Alaskans the means to maintain a high quality of life and meaningfully contribute to 
their families and communities. Integration of universal design features in all public and private housing is essential to 
support people as they age and those with disabilities to remain safely in their homes. Funding is also needed for 
weatherization, energy upgrades and accessibility modifications to improve older housing stock where many seniors live. 
Where economically feasible, aging in place community models are needed that provide multiple levels of care within 
one campus to allow individuals to move between independent housing, supportive housing, assisted living, and skilled 
nursing as their care needs change.  
 
Recommendation:  The Alaska Commission on Aging supports an increase to Alaska Housing Finance Corporation’s 
(AHFC) FY2015 capital budget for the Senior Citizen Housing Development Grant Fund to support planning, 
development, and renovation of senior housing throughout Alaska.  
 
ACoA supports public-private partnerships to increase funding and promote growth in senior housing that provides long-
term supportive services. This business model can take many forms. For example, the private investor can own the 
facility and lease it to a nonprofit that uses public and other sources of funding to provide services; or the public sector 
can own the facility and hire a private firm to develop the real estate and deliver services. In both scenarios, the State 
continues to regulate the industry and provide reimbursement for housing individuals who qualify for public assistance. 
 
Support continuation of the Alaska Senior Benefits program. 
Issue: The Alaska Senior Benefits program provides a crucial financial safety net for income-eligible Alaskan seniors who 
are age 65 and older. In FY2012, this program served 10,882 older Alaskans (almost 20% of Alaska’s senior population) 
with monthly payments that are used to pay for food, housing, prescriptions, and other basic necessities.  This cash 
benefit helps low-income seniors to live with dignity and independence within their communities, which has a positive 
impact on their health and well-being. This program is scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2015. 
 
Recommendation: The ACoA recommends continuation of this important program that provides support to seniors with 
the greatest financial need.  
 
Improve capacity to serve persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias (ADRD). 
Issue: As the senior population grows in Alaska, the number of elderly people with dementia will increase. Currently, an 
estimated 5,400 Alaskans age 65 and older may have Alzheimer’s disease, which does not count seniors with related 
dementias or people with young-onset Alzheimer’s disease. Because of the current eligibility requirements for the 
Medicaid waiver, some people with early stage dementia do not meet the level of care requirements to be served by the 
waiver although they need these services to live safely at home. These individuals need appropriate services such as 
cueing, supervision, and companion care to support them at home for as long as possible to hold down the need for 
higher cost care. Medicaid waiver eligibility for this vulnerable population could help solve a problem that has created 
stress and strain for many Alaskan families. 
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Recommendation: The Alaska Commission on Aging supports (1) implementation of the 1915(i) Medicaid waiver to 
provide appropriate long-term support services for persons with ADRD, brain injury, and other cognitive impairments; 
(2) tailored dementia care adult day programs that address the different care levels of persons with ADRD as they 
transition from lower stage to advanced stages of dementia; (3) training and supports for family caregivers to help them 
be successful in caring for loved ones at home for as long as possible; (4) an adequate amount of additional funding for 
senior grant programs that serve persons with dementia; and (5) development and implementation of the Alaska State 
Plan for Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia. 
 
Promote development and sustainability of Alaska’s Aging and Disability Resource Centers 
(ADRCs). 
Issue: ADRCs, administered by Senior and Disabilities Services, provide a single point of entry with a no wrong door 
approach to help seniors, persons with disabilities, and their families access appropriate long-term supports, potentially 
diverting them from more costly institutional care. Fully-functioning ADRCs provide information and referral; options 
counseling and assistance; person-centered support for persons transitioning from institutionalized settings such as 
hospitals, assisted living and nursing homes to the community to ensure they are connected with services to restore 
their health and independence; and streamlined determination for public programs that can be used to track the needs 
of individuals, services provision, and outcomes in multiple service delivery systems. 
 
Alaska has five ADRCs operated by the Municipality of Anchorage, Bristol Bay Native Association (Dillingham), the Kenai 
Independent Living Center (serving Kenai, Homer, Soldotna, and Seward), the Southeast Alaska Independent Living 
Center (serving Haines, Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau), and LINKS MatSu ADRC (serving the Mat-Su Borough). However, 
other areas of the state are in need of a local ADRC including the Fairbanks North Star Borough, Interior Alaska, and 
northern areas of the state.   
 
Recommendation: ACoA supports Alaska’s ADRC system efforts to become fully functioning and sustainable by 
exploring new funding sources and implementing the consolidation of existing funding for these services. 
 
Support policies that promote protection of older Alaskans from financial exploitation and 
other forms of abuse. 
Issue: As the number of older Alaskans continues to increase, so has the number of substantiated reports of harm to 
Adult Protective Services, the Office of the Long-Term Care Ombudsman, and the Office of Elder Fraud and Assistance. 
Elder abuse is a devastating and unrecognized problem that oftentimes goes unreported and can have life-threatening 
consequences.   
 Recommendation: The Alaska Commission on Aging supports efforts to reform Alaska’s power of attorney statute (AS 
14.26) by adopting provisions of the model 2006 Uniform Power of Attorney Act to strengthen Alaska’s Power of 
Attorney (POA) law and promote greater protection for vulnerable seniors from financial abuse. Reforming Alaska’s POA 
law is a logical next step to passage of SB86 to provide greater protection for seniors especially those who are 
incapacitated or lack the ability to monitor the actions of their designated decision-makers to whom they have given 
power of attorney. 
Support for the “Joint Advocacy Priorities:” The Commission supports $450,000 GF/MH base funding for continuation 
of the Complex Behavior Collaborative to build in-state capacity for serving vulnerable Alaskans with challenging behaviors who pose 
a high risk of danger to themselves and /or others by providing intensive support and intervention for community providers and 
family caregivers  to increase their knowledge of behavior management and prevent placement of at-risk Alaskans in high cost 
institutional care systems. The Commission also supports investment in community based services for Alaskans with disabilities as a 
cost effective strategy for serving people at home and in the community preventing/postponing their need for higher cost care.  
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