Department of
THE STATE Health and Social Services

S ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING

P.O. Box 110693
GOVERNOR BiLL WALKER Juneau, Alaska 99811-0693
Main: 907.465.3250

Fax: §07.465.1398

April 6, 2016

Chair Peter Micciche, Senate Health and Social Services Finance Subcommittee
Alaska Capitol, Room
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Chair Dan Saddler, House Health and Social Services Finance Subcommittee
Alaska Capitol, Room
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Regarding: SB 139 and HB 256 Operating Budget, Pioneer Home Waitlist Annual Fee
Dear Senator Micciche and Representative Sadler:

The Alaska Commission on Aging is @ Governor-appointed body within the Department of Health and
Social Services that serves to ensure the dignity and independence of all older Alaskans by addressing
their needs through planning, advocacy, and education through interagency coordination efforts.
Although we recognize that the operating budget, with the exception of conference-able items, has
been approved by the Legislature, the Commission would like to take this opportunity to inform you
about the considerable public input we have recently received regarding the proposed $100 annual fee
for seniors (persons age 65+) to reserve a place on the Pioneer Home waitlist. This requirement is a
budget item identified in the close-out documents for SB139 (item 85, line 451) and HB 256 (page 1,
Pioneer Homes) (attached).

The Commission is concerned that the proposed annual $100 fee could impose a significant financial
hardship on seniors with limited incomes at/below poverty level. While seniors with moderate and
higher incomes may be able to afford the $100 annual fee, those who are low-income are often hard-
pressed to pay for life essentials such as food, housing, heat/utilities, and prescription medications.
These vulnerable seniors are the ones who are most in need of the care provided by the Pioneer Homes
and will most likely be least able to afford the fee and as a result, drop off the waitlist.

The Commission respectfully proposes the following recommendations for your consideration regarding
the proposed Pioneer Home annual waitlist fee:

e Waive the $100 annual fee for seniors who income-qualify for Public Assistance or Medicaid
programs as these older people are financially vulnerable and least able to afford an extra
expense.

e Hold harmless seniors who are already on the waitlist and impose the annual fee only on those
who are new to the waitlist and have the means to make the annual payment.



e Implement a voluntary $100 deduction from the senior’s Permanent Fund Dividend to cover the
annual waitlist fee to ensure that the fee is paid on time; this is especially important for
individuals with memory loss. In addition, this voluntary deduction would help to reduce the
administrative burden on the Pioneer Homes as there is no added funding to hire new staff in
the operating budget for the Homes to collect the waitlist fees.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment on the Pioneer Home annual waitlist fee. Please
contact Denise Daniello, ACoA’s executive director, for additional information at

denise.daniello@alaska.gov or 465-4879.

Sincerely, = ‘§incerely/~~a\

-

ary E. Shields

Denise Daniello
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director

Cc: Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chair of Senate Finance
Senator Anna MacKinnon, Co-Chair Senate Finance
Representative Mark Neuman, Co-Chair House Finance
Representative Steve Thompson, Co-Chair House Finance



Numbers
Differences
Agencies: H&SS

Alaska Pioneer Homes
Alaska Pioneer Homes Management
Restore funding equal to the UGF portion of the
FY16 Salary OTls
1004 Gen Fund (UGF) 27.9
* Allocation Difference *

Pioneer Homes
Restore funding equal to the UGF portion of the

FY16 Salary OTls

1004 Gen Fund (UGF) 321.7

1037 GF/MH (UGF) 253.8
Reduce Pioneer Homes Staffing Levels

1004 Gen Fund (UGF) -720.0
Reduce Supplies and Cable Television Services

1004 Gen Fund (UGF) -21.1

AMD: Delete At Least Three Positions in

Pioneer Home Facilities
1004 Gen Fund (UGF) -250.0

Replace UGF with GF/Program Receipts to be

collected from a $100/year annual waitlist fee
1004 Gen Fund (UGF) -532.5
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF) 532.5

* Allocation Difference *
** Appropriation Difference * *

Behavioral Health

2016 Legislature - Operating Budget

Transaction Compare - House Structure
Between 17Adj Base and HouseSub

Agency: Department of Health and Social Services

Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery Grants

Transition Behavioral Health Treatment and
Recovery Grants to Medicaid Expansion

1037 GF/MH (UGF) -5,779.6
MH Trust: Housing - Grant 1377 Housing
Continuum and Assisted Living Targeted
Capacity Development

1092 MHTAAR (Other) 100.0
MH Trust: Housing - Grant 575 Assertive
Community Treatment/Institutional Diversion
Housing Program (FY17-FY19)

1092 MHTAAR (Other) 750.0
Reduce funding for BH Treatment & Recovery
Grants

1037 GF/MH (UGF) -3,000.0

* Allocation Difference *

2016-02-26 11:03:54

Trans Total Personal Capital
Column Type Expenditure Services Travel Services Commodities Qutlay Grants Misc _PFT PPT _TMP
HouseSub IncM 27.9 27.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
27.9 27.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub IncM 575.5 575.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub Dec -720.0 -720.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -8 -3 0
HouseSub Dec -21.1 0.0 0.0 -11.0 10.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub Dec -250.0 -250.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -3 0 0
HouseSub  FndChg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
-415.6 -394.5 0.0 -11.0 -10.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 -11 -3 0
-387.7 -366.6 0.0 -11.0 -10.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 -1 -3 0
HouseSub Dec -5,779.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -5,779.6 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub  IncOTI 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub IncT 750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 750.0 0.0 0 0 0
HouseSub Dec -3,000.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -3,000.0 0.0 0 0 0
-7,929.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -7,929.6 0.0 0 0 0
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[l \pp Description Subcommittee Notes Funding Information Funding |GovPCNs| Sen d GF ignated § Other State Federal Total
53 Mutislier BCNs GE Eunds
74 |Behavioral Health Alaska Psychiatric {AMD: Delete One Accounting 1004 Gen Fund (110.0) 1 -1 -1 (110.0) - {110.0)
Institute Position
436 =
75 |Children's Services |Children's AMD: Reduce Contractual 1004 Gen Fund [i uPS— 1 0 0 {150.0) - (150.0)
{Services Services
|Management
4370 T =
76 [Health Care Services |Medical AMD: Reduce Contractual ~1004 Gen Fund (50.0) 1 0 [] (50.0) (50.0)
Assistance Services
438l Administration
77 |Public Assistance | General Relief |AMD: Decrease Burial SFIN Sub not accept (See ftem 113) 1004 Gen Fund|  (1,700.0) 0 [} )
Assi Assi Program Through
Reforrn and Efficiencies
439)
78 |Public Health Nursing AMD: Delete Two Positions from 1004 Gen Fund| (250.0) 1 -2 -2 (250.0) (250.0)
Public Heaith Nursing
440 = T
79 |Senior and Senior and AMD: Reduce Personal 1004 Gen Fund {50.0) 1 [+] [ {50.0) (50.0)
Disabilities Services |Disabilities Services
Services
441 Administration
80 |Departmental Support]A istrati AMD: Delete One Administrative 1004 Gen Fund {101.3) 1 -1 -1 {101.3) - (101.3)
Services Support Services |Support Position
442|
81 [Medicaid Services Behavioral Health |[AMD: Delete Unused Alcohol 1160 A/D T&P Fd| {1,500.0) 1 0 0 (1,500.0) (1,500.0)
Medicaid Services |and Other Drug Treatment &
Prevention Fund Authority
82 |Agency Unallocated |Agency (AMD: Reverse FY2017 Ik of L 1003 G/F Match) wauw.lm— 1 0 o 749.8 749.8
Appropriati Unallocated Unall Reduction due to (See item 57.) 1004 Gen Fund u.unu;_ 1 33234 33234
445 Appropriation FY2016 One-Time Salary
|Adjustment 1037 GFMH 588.1 1 588.1 588.1
446)
447]
44
83 |Department of Health |Add wordage allowing for the At the discration of the Commissioner of the 1 0 -
and Social Services transfer of up to $25 million of | Department of Health and Social Services, up
UGF across appropriations. to $25,000,000 of unrestricted genera! funds
may be ail appropri
in the Department of Health and Social
Services, except Medicaid Services.
k e
4 [Alaska Ploneer |Fioneer Homes s the intent of the legisiature that the 1 ] -
Homes Division of Pioneer Homes work to achieve
ings through the privatization of food and
Jjanitorial services in all the Ploneer Homes as
has been accompiished in the Juneau Fioneer|
Home.
4 —— e - T
85 [Alaska Pioneer ? Homes “mats UGF with GF/Program | _ Based on waiths! information provided m | 1004 Gen Fund (532.5) 1 ] {5325) (532.5)
451 Homes Receipts to be collectad from a Pioneer Homes' 2-15-16 presentation:
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n— \pprop Description Subcommittee Notes nding Information @ | Fundin g |GovPCNs| Se GF Other State ‘ederal
32 — Muttipiier GF Eunds
ga&. annual waitiist fee --inactive waitiist of 5,000 1005 GF/Prgm| 532 5] 1 [) = 53
--An active waitlist of 325
45 5,325 X $100/year = $532.5
86 |Behavioral Health | BH Treatment & —M%Qﬂ:.mﬁ_&:n 1004 Gen Fund :.uoo.ov— 1 0 (1,500.0)
Recovery Grants
45
37 [Bonavioral Fiealin— [Benavioral Fiowitn Reduce Funding Reduces UGF funding (o $7 milion, 1004 |  Gen Fund (178.7) [] (178.7)
Administration
88 [Health Cars Services [Health Facifities  [Offset the increase in Soe line 16, 1004 G Anoo.ov_ ] [¢ )
|Licensing & GF/Program Receipts with a
Certification UGF Decrement
89 Justice Un R jon to reflect closing an Itis the intent of the legistature that the 004 (1.693.9)] (1,693.9)
R ion/Additi pecified facility unallocated reduction to the Division of
Juvenile Justice in the amount of $1,693,900
result in the closure of one of the six Division
youth facilities and that the closure resuit in
the least amount of negative impact to the
surrounding community and the efficient
asal delivery of Division service:
[~ [0 [Pubic A (Alaska Temporary [Reduce UGF (o reflect possible | is the intent of the legisiature that the 1003 GIF Match]  (7,0000)] 1 {7.000.0)
Assistance MOE savings from counting Division of Public Assistance use state
Program IAHFC's Home Assi funding appropriated for the AH! FC Homeless
Program ($5 milion) and a Assistance Program and the PCE Program
postion of the PCE Program ($2 funding toward its Maintenance of Effort
million) as afiowable TANF requirement for the Alaska Temporary
E expenditures Assistance Program. Ui _
91 -1:28)&2«8:8 Aduit Public Reduction to reflect a declining 1004 0 (500.0)
‘adding b t | 1004 (5.137.9)
ensure that the two lowest income levels
receive full benefits.
the intent of the legisiature that, where 004 0 (500.0)
possible, Public Health Nursing charge for
services provided. 1005 GF/Prgm 1 0 1,000.0
It is the intent of the legisiature that, where 1004 Gen Fund 88.3_ 1 0 (600.0) B
Public Health L charge
for services provided. 1005 GF/Prgm} 600. 1 0 - 600.0
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