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Alaskans 65 and Older

Institute of Social and Economic Research • University of Alaska Anchorage



Medicare In Alaska
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Who Did We Interview?
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What the Doctors Told Us
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Anchorage Neighborhood
Health Center
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Providence Hospital

Institute of Social and Economic Research • University of Alaska Anchorage



Why Are Doctors Seeing Fewer 
Medicare Patients?

Top Reason
– Inadequate Reimbursement

Other Reasons
– Billing Requirements 
– Practice Already Has Enough Patients
– Medicare Patients Have a High Clinical Burden
– Concern About Medicare Audit
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Medicare Cost Differential
for Alaska
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Comparison of Medicare and 
Private Insurance Payments
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Comparison of Payments to Private 
Doctors and the Anchorage 
Neighborhood Health Center
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How Doctors Get Paid
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The authors thank the doctors and others in health care 
who took the time to help us.

This research summary and back-up materials for 
figures in this summary as well as a basic model that 
can be used to estimate how changing the balance 

between patients paying with Medicare and with private 
insurance could affect doctors’ revenues are available 

from ISER. 

Go to ISER’s Web site:
www.iser.uaa.alaska.edu

907-786-7710
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