
 
Charting the Course to Recovery and Reform:  

Navigating Behavioral Health Opportunities and Adversity 
 

hosted by the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse  
and the Alaska Mental Health Board 

October 10-11, 2016 
The Egan Center, Anchorage, Alaska 

October 10, 2016 
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Registration Downstairs Lobby 
8:30 a.m. Welcome, Opening Remarks 

    Charlene Tautfest, Chairperson AMHB 
    Gunnar Ebbesson, Chairperson ABADA 
    Kate Burkhart, Executive Director AMHB & ABADA 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

9:00 a.m. Break Out Sessions #1  
 Overview of Medicaid Reform Initiatives 

    Monique Martin, Health Policy Analyst, DHSS 
Summit Hall  

Room 3 
 Criminal Justice Reform and Re-Entry 

    Morgen Jaco, Department of Corrections with the 
   Anchorage Re-Entry Coalition and Mat-Su Re-Entry  
   Coalition 

Summit Hall  
Rooms 5-6 

 Community Health Promotion and Prevention  
    Michelle Brown, President, United Way of   
   Anchorage with June Sobocinski, Vice President of  
   Education Impact and Sure Brogan, Alaska 211 
    Karen Zeman, Executive Director Spirit of Youth 
    Lindsey Hajduk, Director, Anchorage Youth  
   Development Coalition 

Summit Hall  
Room 4 

 Anchorage Peer Support Services 
    a panel facilitated by Francine Harbour, NAMI- 
   Anchorage 

Summit Hall  
Room 7-8 

10:15 a.m. Break Out Sessions #2  
 Medicaid Reform – the 1115 Behavioral Health Waiver 

   Randall Burns, Director, Division of Behavioral    
  Health, DHSS 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

 Health Promotion and Prevention in Alaska Schools – 
Burchell Alternative High School 
    Jason Marvel, Assistant Principal  
    Diane Demoski, School Nurse  
    Susan Steele 
 
  

Summit Hall  
Rooms 5-6 

October 10, 2016 



 
10:15 a.m. Break Out Sessions #2 (continued)  
 Trauma Informed Pediatric Services 

    All-Alaska Pediatric Partnership & Help Me Grow 
Summit Hall  

Room 4 
 Overcoming ACES in Alaska – Basics of Adverse 

Childhood Experiences 
    Patrick Sidmore, MSW Senior Planner, AMHB &  
      ABADA 

Summit Hall  
Room 7-8 

11:15 a.m. Voice of Recovery – Tiffany Hall, Recover Alaska Summit Hall  
Room 3 

11:30 a.m. Key Note: Preview of Alaska Opioid Policy Task 
Force Recommendations 
    Dr. Jay Butler, MD, Chief Medical Officer, DHSS 
    Jeff Jessee, CEO, Alaska Mental Health Trust    
    Gunnar Ebbesson, Chairperson, ABADA 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

Noon lunch on your own  
1:30 p.m. Key Note: Drug-free Workplaces after Legalization          

    Jo McGuire, TSS, Inc. 
Summit Hall  

Room 3 
2:00 p.m. Break Out Sessions #3  
 Integrating Addiction Treatment and Primary Care 

    Dr. Shane Coleman, MD Southcentral Foundation 
Summit Hall 

Room 3 
 The Biology of Kinship and Behavioral Health 

    Dr. Mark Erickson, MD 
Summit Hall 

Room 5-6 
3:15 p.m. Navigating Together – A World Café  

Open to all participants, who will have the opportunity 
to discuss in small groups with AMHB and ABADA 
members and other policymakers the opportunities and 
challenges they face in charting the course to recovery 
and reform.   

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

4:15 p.m. Casting the Net Upstream Together: Suicide 
Prevention 2017 
    Commissioner Valerie Davidson, Department of  
   Health and Social Services 
    Chairperson Sharon Fishel, Statewide Suicide  
   Prevention Council 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

5:00 p.m.  Board Member Debrief Summit Hall 
Room 5-6 

 

  



 
October 11, 2016 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Registration Downstairs Lobby 
8:30 a.m. Welcome 

    Charlene Tautfest, Chairperson AMHB 
    Gunnar Ebbesson, Chairperson ABADA 
    Kate Burkhart, Executive Director AMHB & ABADA 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

8:45 a.m. Voice of Recovery – Kerby Kraus, Fiend2Clean Summit Hall  
Room 3 

9:15 a.m. Break Out Sessions #4  
 Medicaid Reform – Care Coordination Demonstration 

    Becky Hultberg, CEO, AK State Hospital and Nursing  
   Home Association 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

 Supporting Youth Into Adulthood 
    Jennifer O’Neal, Transition to Independence Process  
    Supervisor, Denali Family Services 
    Chris Reppel, Mental Health Clinician, Covenant  
   House 
    Seina Johndro, Seeds of Change Program Manager,  
   ACMHS  
    Alexander Pendrey, Mental Health Clinician, Denali  
   Family Services 

Summit Hall  
Rooms 5-6 

 Coalitions: Getting Organized and Getting Things Done 
    Staci Marnier, Coalition Coordinator Thrive Mat-Su 
    Jay Dagenhart, Chairperson Thrive Mat-Su 

Summit Hall  
Room 4 

 Supporting Veterans’ Behavioral Health 
    John Pendrey, NCAC II, CDC II Chief of Health Care  
   for Homeless Veterans, VA Coach/Mentor Training,  
   U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Summit Hall  
Room 7-8 

10:30 a.m. Break Out Sessions #5  
 Harm Reduction and HOPE 

    Andy Jones, Chief of Rural and Community Health  
   Systems, Division of Public Health, DHSS 
    Matthew Allen, HIV Prevention and Education   
   Coordinator, Four A’s  

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

 Access to Care in an Era of Reform – Community 
Behavioral Health After SB 74 and SB 91 
    Tom Chard, Executive Director Alaska Behavioral  
   Health Association 

Summit Hall  
Room 5-6 

 Medicaid Reform – Expanding Access to Peer Support 
    Terry Hamm, Division of Behavioral Health, DHSS 

Summit Hall  
Room 4 

11:30 a.m. lunch on your own 
 
 
 
 

 



 
October 11, 2016 

1:15 p.m. Key Note: VOX POPULI 
    Kate Burkhart, Executor Director, AMHB & ABADA 
   Bring your smartphone for an interactive presentation  
   on Charting the Course to Recovery and Reform 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

2:15 p.m. Break Out Sessions #6  
 Behavioral Health Medicaid Reform – Stakeholder Input 

   Participants will have the chance to share their input  
   with policymakers involved with the 1115 Behavioral  
   Health Waiver. 

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

 Another Route to Reform: Exploring an Alaska Health 
Care Authority 
   Natasha Pineda, Health Project Coordinator, DOA 

Summit Hall  
Rooms 5-6 

 School Based Prevention 
    Sharon Fishel, LPC Education Specialist, DEED 

Summit Hall  
Room 7 

 Supporting Veterans’ Recovery 
    De-An Watkins, LCSW Homeless Outreach Social  
   Worker, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
    Charles Gorman, Community Employment  
   Coordinator, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Summit Hall  
Room 8 

3:15 p.m. Closing Comments  
    Philip Licht, Chair-Elect, ABADA 
    Chris Gunderson, AMHB   

Summit Hall  
Room 3 

4:15 p.m. Board Member Debrief Summit Hall 
Room 5-6 

 

  



 
October 12, 2016 – AMHB & ABADA Business Meeting 

Summit Hall Room 5-6 
8:30 a.m. Call to Order, Roll Call, Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
8:45 a.m. Introductions, Ethics Disclosures 
9:15 a.m. Stakeholder Reports 

    Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority – Steve Williams, Chief Operating  
   Officer & Katie Baldwin Johnson, Program Officer 
     Alaska Psychiatric Institute – Gavin Carmichael, Acting CEO 
    Recover Alaska – Pamela Westerlin, Associate Program Manager & Katie  
   Baldwin Johnson, Oversite Committee 

10:30 a.m. Break 
10:45 a.m. Elections of Officers for 2017 

Planning for Winter/Spring Meetings 
11:45 a.m. lunch on your own 
1:00 p.m. Advocacy 2017  

   Pre-Election Activities 
   Post-Election Activities 
   Preparing for the 2017 Legislative Session 

2:30 p.m. Break 
2:45 p.m. Action Items from Conference 
3:30 p.m. Formal Public Comment 

  Available statewide by teleconference 1-800-315-6338 code 58920# 
4:30 p.m. Final Comments 
5:00 p.m. Adjourn 
 


