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Teleconference for Executive Committee of the Advisory board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 

(ABADA) and Alaska Mental Health Board (AMHB) 

01/02/2019

 

ABADA 

Lee Breinig – Present 

Sid Atwood- Present 

Cathy Bishop – Present 

Kenneth Swazer – Present 

Meghan “Sig” Topkok – Present 

Monique Andrews - Present 

AMHB 

Brenda Moore – Present  

Sharon Clark – Present 

 

 

Ex Officio  

Gennifer Moreau-Johnson 

 

Staff 

Bev Schoonover 

Teri Tibbett 

Kyle Galano 

 

Roll Call/ Introductions  
Meeting called at 10:05AM 
 

 Hiring Update 
o Administrative Assistant II – Hired Kyle Galano – starts his full-time position January 16, 

2019  
o HSS Planner II – In recruitment, job posting closes January 9, 2019. Need 1 Board 

Member to participate in interview process 
o Executive Director – Al Wall has requested if we can put a hold on the hiring for another 

month. Bev will keep us posted 
o Research Analyst III – Long Term Non-Permanent (1 Year), funded by MHTAAR, focus on 

ASUS data & early childhood work, based in Anchorage at Public Health with Jared 
Parrish. Got papers submitted in the budget office, once approved, move forward on 
hiring process 

o Statistical Technician – On hold for now (focus on HSS Planner II recruitment) 

 New Administration/Transition Update 
o API – Duane Mayes will no longer be the CEO, Gavin Carmichael is the current acting 

CEO 
o 1115 Waiver Update by Gennifer Moreau-Johnson 
o Gen Moreau-Johnson: The ASO request for proposal closed on Dec. 14, 2018. We 

received proposals, currently moving forward with PEC (Proposal Evaluation Committee) 
and will take a look at what was offered. Will take it step by step. 

o Bev: We’re anticipating travel memos, hiring bans, etc. in the next few weeks. I will keep 
you posted. 
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 Legislative Session Update 
o First day of Legislative session is January 15, 2019 
o The Joint Advocacy Group consists of our Boards, Governor’s Council on Disabilities & 

Special Education, Alaska Commission on Aging, and Alaska Mental Health Trust. The 
teleconference meeting starts on January 18, 2019 and goes every Friday after that. The 
group will focus on 6 areas to educate the legislators on: 
- Importance of Home and Community Support Service 
- Substance Misuse across Beneficiary Groups 
- How Justice Reforms Impacts Trust Beneficiaries 
- Protecting Medicaid 
- Workforce Development and Beneficiary Employment 
- Supported Housing for Trust Beneficiaries 

o Board Members have been sent a survey that is a questionnaire asking you what areas 
of legislative focus that you would like to hone our attention to this session 

o Determining which areas of focus we want to advocate for in addition to the 6 
mentioned will be a topic discussed with the Boards 

o  

 March Board Meeting Dates & Agenda Topics 
o Scheduled to meet in Juneau on March 4-7, 2019. Optional Legislative Training on 

March 3 (morning) with Teri Tibbett and optional legislative visits on March 7 
(afternoon) 

o Block Reservation for Board Members’ lodging at Baranof Hotel 

 Other Business?  
o Kyle to follow-up with Travel Management on Board Members’ per diem from October 

2018 Board Meeting 
 

Meeting called by Chair at 11:10 AM 


