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Sitka, AK 99835 -7342 

Sitka Pioneersõ Home 

Resident Birthdays 

Deanna Price   1-2 

Susie Sturm   1-21 

Sue Hottinger   1-25 

Jane Hammock   1-28 

Staff Birthdays 

Carrie Calvin   1-3 

Delia Estrada   1-4 

Denise Salter   1-9 

Mary Soltis   1-14 

Patty Ady    1-17 

Xander Lozano   1-17 

Katie Rouse   1-17 

Jimmy Handy   1-18 

Lucy Williams   1-24 

Avelina Castello   1-28 

David McNeese   1-29 

We will celebrate January birthdays  

at the Home Happenings celebration  

on Friday, January 26th. 

Scuttlebutté 

Service pins awarded in December: 
Cory Chapmanð 5 years 
George Chappellð 5 years 
Tony Kellð 5 years 
Guada Niloð 10 years 
Marchelle Rodrigoð 10 years 
Glady Taccadð 10 years 
Mary Ann Abarientosð 15 years 
Susie Nicolasð 15 years 
Michael Sibayanð 15 years 
Joseph Partidoð 20 years 
Patty Adyð 25 years 
Congratulations and thank you for 
your service!! 



    Sitka Rotary Club Christmas Party 

 

Sitka Pioneer Home Christmas Party 

The Sitka Studio of Dance  

performance was top notch! 
 

óElf Tryoutsô performed by staff, 

with audience participation, was 

also really fun! 

 



Welcome Ethel Lund 
Ethel Marie Lund was born on 

November 4, 1931, in Wrangell, 

AK to Carl Lund and Martha 

Blanch Ukas. Her father was a 

fisherman and her mother a home-

maker. Ethel's father died in a fishing accident 

when she was three. Her mother married Virgil 

Harto about six years later. Ethel is the only child 

of Carl and Martha and had a half-brother from 

her mother's marriage to Virgil. Ethel's mother 

died when she was 14 years old and she spent the 

rest of her teenage years with her maternal grand-

parents. Ethel graduated from Wrangell High 

School and then began Nursing school in Port-

land, OR. However, after two years of Nursing 

school she was unable to complete the program 

due to illness. Ethel married Leo Comer in 1953 

and they had four children: David Comer 

(deceased); Diane Comer (Portland, OR); James 

Comer (Bremerton, WA) and Leah Beck 

(deceased). Leo passed away in 1977. Ethel remar-

ried after that to Sonny Gonzales, who she says re-

ally loved her children. Sonny has since passed 

away. During her younger years Ethel worked 

with hospital laundry; at a movie theatre and in a 

fish cannery. As an adult she worked for Blue 

Cross, as a nursing assistant, and as a Medical 

Secretary. In 1963 Ethel moved back to Wrangell. 

In the 1970's Ethel was very involved with the 

ANB/ANS and was part of a Health Committee 

that worked on bringing the Mt. Edgecumbe Hos-

pital from a Public Health Service hospital to be-

coming the current, native managed Southeast 

Alaska Regional Health Consortium. This under-

taking took Ethel ten years and trips to many dif-

ferent villages to convince them to join the move 

to make Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital into SEARHC. 

It took every single villageôs to agreement to make 

it happen. Ethel says that watching the USPHS 

flag come down and the SEARHC flag go up was 

one of the greatest days of her life, other than 

when her children were born.  

We welcome Ethel to Northern Lights neighbor-

hood and the Sitka Pioneer Home family! 

Welcome  

Henrietta 

ôHennieõ 

Kelsey 
 

Henrietta Breen was born to Edward 

Breen and Anna Aastrand on Septem-

ber 7, 1925, in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Hennie was the only child of Edward 

and Anna. Hennie grew up in Jersey 

City and then North Hanover, Massa-

chusetts. Her mother was a homemaker 

and her father was a machinist. Hennie 

completed her High School education 

and later married John Kelsey on Sep-

tember 23, 1950 and they had two chil-

dren - Janice Conway, currently living 

in Sitka, and Diane Samson, currently 

living in Mont Vernon, New Hampshire. 

Hennie had many occupations as an 

adult, including telephone switchboard 

operator, secretary, and then homemak-

er. Hennie's husband John was an Engi-

neer for AT&T for 50+ years. He and 

Hennie moved to Sitka in 2002 and 

lived in an apartment in their daughter 

Janice's house. John passed away in 

2009. Hennie enjoys guessing games and 

TV shows like Jeopardy and Wheel of 

Fortune are her favorites. Hennie en-

joys musicals like Singinô in the Rain, 

and musicians like Frank Sinatra and 

Nelson Eddy. Hennie likes to visit and 

looks forward to meeting people here. 

  

Please welcome Hennie to 

Northern Lights neighborhood 

and the Sitka Pioneer Home 

family!  

 



 


