SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

ANCHORAGE OFFICE
3601 C Streel, Suite 878

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES e o

DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FAX: (907) 269-3623
TOLL FREE: (800) 770-3930

April 29, 2011

Dear DBH Provider,

As you are aware, the proposed Integrated Behavioral Health Regulations are anticipated to be
implemented by July 1, 2011. These regulations stipulate that by July 1, 2015, all community
behavioral health service providers receiving public funds and certain non-publicly funded
substance use providers, are required to attain National Accreditation (NA). Agencies may select
from three recognized NA entities. These include the Joint Commission (JC), the Commission on
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), or the Council on Accreditation (COA). The Division
has the option of expanding this list on a case by case basis, if additional requirements are met.

Due to the length of the planning cycle, agencies currently not accredited are strongly encouraged
to begin the process of choosing the most appropriate NA entity that matches each respective
organization. In particular, it is crucial that NA is obtained relevant to the services for which you will
seek department approval, as defined in the proposed regulations. Likewise, agencies currently
accredited should conduct a review to insure that the NA is correctly matched with the services for
which you will seek department approval.

As a National Accreditation entity is chosen, each organization must select the appropriate Service
Type designation and/or field category which will correctly align with the Department Provider
Approval. This will insure that the scope of the onsite survey from the NA body targets those most
relevant areas of your organization that provide services.

Attached is a Matrix that DBH has created to assist providers as they choose an accreditation body.
Displayed, are the five types of Provider Approval, (Clinic, Rehabilitation, Substance Abuse
Residential, Detoxification and Day Treatment), for service provision and the-corresponding NA
Service Types. If a provider seeks to vary from this directive it will be important to consult with DBH
Program Integrity Staff before proceeding. Not doing so, could put the agency at risk for having the
agency’s National Accreditation not accepted by the Division.

We understand this is an expensive and labor-intensive effort for all providers and it is important
that the correct decision paths are chosen to increase the efficiency of the process and prevent

changes at a later date. Please work with our Division staff should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Melissa Witzléf Stone, Director
DHSS Division of Behavioral Health

Attachment: DBH National Accreditation Matrix
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