
 

Meeting Minutes 
Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant 

Epidemiology Workgroup 
January 18, 2012 

 
Workgroup Members Present: 

Randy Burton, Alice Rarig, Andrew Jessen, Devon Lewis, Jesse Metzger, Deborah Hull-Jilly, Marny Rivera, 
Charles Utermohle, Diane Casto, Genevieve Casey from P&EI, Michael Powell 

Request: If you are unable to attend the meeting, please respond to the Outlook Invite. 

 Revised Epidemiology Profile 

Per the SPF SIG Project Manager, Diane Casto, the “Influences” information will now be separate from 
the Revised EPI Profile.   

We have updated information from YRBS to incorporate into the profile. Notations for users will be 
included to find additional resources so they may link back to data collection systems.  The EPI profile 
will be finalized by the end of February.  Technical editors have been identified out of state to help 
finalize the document. 

 Regional Profiles 

Deborah Hull-Jilly has been working with the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium’s Epidemiology 
Workgroup to explore the development of regional profiles.  She is hoping to have the regional profiles 
out for publication in February.  The publication data will be current to the data collection year.  
Deborah will also be working with the Violence and Injury Workgroup to incorporate data into profiles. 

 SPF SIG Update from Evaluator Jesse Metzger 

Adult Alcohol Consumption Survey: The Alaska Internal Review Board (IRB) meets 1X per month, and did 
not meet in December.  They met on January 17th, and the Evaluation Team should hear about IRB 
approval shortly for the use of the adult alcohol consumption survey. 

Protocol Worksheets: Protocol worksheets for two grantees have been submitted (Cook Inlet Council on 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse and Southeast Regional Health Consortium.   
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Cook Inlet Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse (CICADA): they chose not to use cell phones for random 
digit dial; instead, the team purchased a list of landlines.  After using competency interval calculator it 
has been determined that CICADA’s sample size is acceptable. 

Southeast Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC): Using Tri-Ethnic model to select who will be surveyed.  
Tri-Ethnic center utilizes a model which assesses a community’s readiness for change.  SEARHC will use a 
variety of ways to select interviewees, such as random phone book sample.  They will have larger 
numbers of surveys completed to ensure good sample size.  Workgroup members were concerned 
about selection of participants if SEARHC identifies people, rather than randomly selecting participants.  
If collection methods are different, it may not be a good idea to put surveys together.  

 Update on IBIS and InstantAtlas 

Charles Utermohle gave the EPI Workgroup an update on IBIS and InstantAtlas. 

IBIS: This may not be completed and ready for the public for awhile. Charles is currently adding new 
variables into the system.   

InstantAtlas: Charles hopes to get InstantAtlas up and running by February or March of 2012. 
InstantAtlas uses maps, graphs and tables to display information.  Data is displayed up by 
micropolitan/metropolitan (rural and urban), boroughs & counties, labor market areas, and public 
health regions.  There are several presentation layouts to view data.  InstantAtlas will not display BRFSS 
regions.  It will be used for Tribal Health regions; but data is restricted to self-identified Alaska Natives or 
American Indians.  

 Action Items 

The following are action items to be completed before our next workgroup meeting:  

• Deborah Hull-Jilly will meet with Diane Casto to map out costs for out of state technical 
assistance people. 

• Jesse Metzger will have a round robin with SEARHC and evaluators to discuss effective 
assessment collection to ensure randomized interviewees.  Will also mention VPSOs as a helpful 
data source for the Assessment Stage.  

• Workgroup members will identify new projects to address in 2012.  
 
 Next Workgroup 
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The next Epi Workgroup will be on February 15, 2012 from 1:30-2:30 PM.  The call in number is 1-800-
315-6338 and the code is 8078.  An agenda and e-mail reminder will be sent out prior to our meeting.  
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