	STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES
	SECTION
	PAGE

2

	DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES


	SUBJECT

SUPERCEDES NO.

	Policy and Standard Operating Procedure Manual
	
	DATE

6/13/03


	STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES
	SECTION:

HIPAA
	Number:

HIPAA Privacy 14
	Page:

1

	DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL
	SUBJECT: Deceased Persons

 

	
	APPROVED:
	DATE:

July 2003



Deceased Persons

Policy

DBH’s policy is to protect health care information about a deceased consumer for as long as the consumer’s record is maintained at DBH.

Procedure

· Upon death, DBH will close the consumer’s record and store according to the current method of either electronic or paper copy.

· DBH will maintain the deceased consumer’s record according to applicable federal and state laws.

· If appropriate, DBH will release to the funeral director, medical examiner or coroner for the deceased any information needed so that these persons can carry out duties with respect to the deceased.  

· DBH will treat any family members or other legal representatives who have authority to act on behalf of the deceased as the deceased with respect to personal health care information. 

· If the deceased’s health care information is being requested for research purposes, DBH must ensure the information is maintained as confidential, private and de-identified prior to releasing the information. 

References:

DHSS P&P (when available)

45 CFR 164.502 (f)

