
Revised 6/4/04 

Alaska Screening Tool 
For Dual-Diagnosis and Traumatic Brain Injury 

 
Please circle your answer to the following questions based on your activities over the past 
12 months. 
 

1. Have you gotten into trouble at home, at school or in the community, because of 
your drinking, using drugs or inhalants?   

Yes       No 
 

2. Have you missed school or work because of using alcohol, drugs or inhalants? 
Yes       No 

 
3. In the past year have you ever had 6 or more drinks at any one time?  Yes       No 
 
4. Have you done harmful or risky things when you were high?   Yes       No 

 
5. Do you think you might have a problem with your drinking, drug or inhalant use?   

Yes       No 
---------- 
6. When using alcohol, drugs or inhalants have you done things without thinking, 

and wished you had not done them later?      Yes       No 
 
7. Do you miss family activities, after school activities, community events, 

traditional ceremonies, potlatches, or feasts because of using alcohol, drugs or 
inhalants?          Yes       No  

 
8. Does anyone close to you worry or complain about your using alcohol, drugs or 

inhalants?          Yes       No 
 
9. Have you lost a friend or hurt a loved one because of your using alcohol, drugs or 

inhalants?          Yes       No 
 
10. Do you use alcohol, drugs or inhalants to make you feel normal?   Yes       No 
 
11. Does it make you mad if someone tells you that you drink or use drugs or 

inhalants too much?         Yes       No 
 

12. Do you feel guilty about your alcohol, drug or inhalant use?   Yes       No 
 

13. Do you or other people worry about the amount of money or time you spend at 
Bingo, pull-tabs or other gambling activities?     Yes       No 

 
14.  Did your mother ever consume alcohol?       Yes       No 

 
15.  If yes, did she continue to drink during her pregnancy with you?    Yes       No 
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SECTION II --Please circle your answer to these questions based on the past 12 months. 
 

1. Do you often have difficulty sitting still and paying attention at school, work or 
social settings?         Yes     No 

 
2. Do disturbing thoughts that you can’t get rid of come into your mind?  Yes     No 

        
3. Do you ever hear voices or see things that other people tell you they don’t see or 

hear?           Yes       No 
  
4. Do you spend time thinking about hurting or killing yourself or anyone else?    

Yes       No 
5. Have you tried to hurt yourself or commit suicide?     Yes      No 

 
6. Do you think people are out to get you and you have to watch your step? 

           Yes       No     
7. Do you often find yourself in situations where your heart pounds and you feel 

anxious and want to get away?      Yes       No 
 

8. Do you sometimes have so much energy that your thoughts come quickly, you 
jump from one activity to another, you feel like you don’t need sleep and like 
you can do anything?         Yes       No 

 
9. Have you destroyed property or set a fire that caused damage?    Yes     No 

 
10. Do you feel trapped, lonely, confused, lost or hopeless about your future?   

           Yes       No 
 
        11. Do you feel dissatisfied with your life and relationships?    Yes       No 

 
12.   Do you have nightmares, flashbacks or unpleasant thoughts because of a 

terrible event like rape, domestic violence, incest/unwanted touching, warfare, a 
bad accident, fights, being or seeing someone shot or stabbed, knowing or seeing 
someone who has committed suicide, fire, or natural disasters like earthquake or 
flood?          Yes       No 

------ 
13. Do you have difficulty sleeping or eating?      Yes       No 

 
14. Have you physically harmed or threatened to harm an animal or person on 

purpose?          Yes     No 
 

15. Have you lost interest or pleasure in school, work, friends, activities or other 
things that you once cared about?       Yes       No 

 
16. Do you feel angry and think about doing things that you know are wrong?  

           Yes       No          
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17. Do you often get into trouble because of breaking the rules?   Yes       No          

 
18. Do you sometimes feel afraid, panicky, nervous or scared?            Yes       No 

 
19. Do you feel sad or depressed much of the time?                              Yes       No  

 
20. Do you spend a lot of time thinking about your weight or how much you eat? 
               Yes       No 

 
SECTION III-- Please circle and fill-in your answer to the following questions based on 
events in your lifetime. 
 

1. Have you ever had a blow to the head that was severe enough to make you lose 
consciousness? Circle one:  Yes     No   When did it occur? ________________ 

If  “Yes”, how long were you unconscious?   
Circle One:  N/A   Seconds   Minutes    Hours   Days Weeks   Months  

 
2. Have you ever had a blow to the head that was severe enough to cause a 

concussion?    Circle One:  Yes     No       When did it 0ccur? _______________ 
If  “Yes”, how long did the concussion last?   
Circle One:  N/A   Seconds   Minutes   Hours   Days Weeks   Months 

 
3. Did you receive treatment for the head injury?    Circle One:  N/A     Yes     No 

 
4. If you had a blow to the head that caused unconsciousness or a concussion, was 

there a permanent change in any of the following? 
Circle all that apply: 
N/A (Did not have head injury) 
Physical Abilities                                        Yes       No 
Ability to care for yourself     Yes       No 
Speech       Yes       No 
Hearing, vision, or other senses    Yes       No 
Memory      Yes       No 
Ability to concentrate     Yes       No 
Mood       Yes       No 
Temper       Yes       No 
Relationships with others     Yes       No 
Ability to work, or do school work   Yes       No 
Use of alcohol or other drugs   Yes       No 

 
5. Did you receive treatment for any of the things that changed after the head 

injury?           Circle One:  N/A     Yes     No 
 

Scoring Information for the Alaska Screening Tools 
SECTION I—Substance Abuse Screen Scoring Instructions 
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If a consumer responds negatively to all questions, and the interviewer has not learned 
anything during the interview that is contradictory, the client is not considered as a 
potential dual-diagnosis consumer. 
 
If a consumer responds positively (Yes) to any of the top five questions (1-5), the client 
should be asked for clarifying information about the question and if the positive response 
is validated, this will trigger a referral for a full substance abuse/dependence assessment. 
 
If a consumer responds positively to any two of the questions 6-13, the client should be 
asked for clarifying information and if the responses are validated, this will trigger a 
referral for a full substance abuse/dependence assessment.  If the person responds 
positively to both questions 14 and 15, they should referred for an FASD assessment. 
 
Screeners are urged to err on the side of referring for an assessment when they are not 
sure of the likelihood of a positive screen, rather than to miss someone who needs 
treatment. 
 
SECTION II—Mental Health Screen Scoring Instructions 
If a consumer responds negatively to all questions, and the interviewer has not learned 
anything during the interview that is contradictory, the client is not considered as a 
potential dual-diagnosis consumer. 
 
If a consumer responds positively (Yes) to any of the top twelve questions (1-12), the 
client should be asked for clarifying information about the question and if the positive 
response is validated, this will trigger a referral for a full mental health assessment. 
 
If a consumer responds positively to any two of the remaining questions (13-20), the 
client should be asked for clarifying information and if the responses are validated, this 
will trigger a referral for a full mental health assessment. 
 
Screeners are urged to err on the side of referring for an assessment when they are not 
sure of the likelihood of a positive screen, rather than to miss someone who needs 
treatment. 
 
SECTION III—Traumatic Brain Injury Screen Scoring Instructions 
If a consumer answers “Yes” to question 1 and/or 2 and has responded that they still have 
symptoms, the consumer needs to be: 

• referred by a substance abuse treatment facility to a mental health facility, for 
assessment, 

• assessed for traumatic brain injury and properly diagnosed, or,  
• referred to a neurologist for assessment for traumatic brain injury. 

On their quarterly reports, mental health agencies will report on the number of 
individuals diagnosed with traumatic brain injury. 



Alaska Division of Behavioral Health
Policy & Planning- Research and Analysis
Alaska Screening Tool:   Results by Location
Date Range:  SFY 2005**

Agency
Total 

Screenings
Substance 

Abuse
Mental     
Health TBI FASD Dual Diagnosis *

Anchorage 604 382 433 83 52 306
63% 72% 14% 9% 51%

Barrow 41 31 23 6 3 20
76% 56% 15% 7% 49%

Bethel 22 20 13 3 3 13
91% 59% 14% 14% 59%

Copper Center 14 7 13 3 4 6
50% 93% 21% 29% 43%

Cordova 49 22 38 6 2 18
45% 78% 12% 4% 37%

Craig 14 13 4 1 1 4
93% 29% 7% 7% 29%

Fairbanks 827 597 630 104 78 486
72% 76% 13% 9% 59%

Fort Yukon 1 0 0 0 0 0
0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Galena 122 100 101 10 14 83
82% 83% 8% 11% 68%

Haines 41 25 33 2 5 21
61% 80% 5% 12% 51%

Homer 55 52 30 3 2 29
95% 55% 5% 4% 53%

Hoonah 10 8 8 0 1 7
80% 80% 0% 10% 70%

Juneau 244 192 116 34 11 101
79% 48% 14% 5% 41%

Kenai 183 136 149 21 19 111
74% 81% 11% 10% 61%

Ketchikan 134 119 83 19 16 82
89% 62% 14% 12% 61%

King Cove 3 3 3 1 0 3
100% 100% 33% 0% 100%

Preliminary Draft

Referrals Screening Results

Context:  Each screening can result in more than one referral and more than one screening result.  For example, one screening has the 
potential to result in both a substance abuse and mental health referral.  Additionally, the same screen may also result in both a positive 
Traumatic Brain Injury and a positive Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders screening result.  Dual Diagnosis is a calculated field which reports the 
number of individuals screening positive for both a substance abuse and mental health referral.  For more information and context on the 
Alaska Screening Tool please visit:  http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dbh/AKAIMS/default.htm
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Agency
Total 

Screenings
Substance 

Abuse
Mental     
Health TBI FASD Dual Diagnosis *

Referrals Screening Results

Kodiak 338 124 255 29 19 102
37% 75% 9% 6% 30%

Kotzebue 116 96 84 12 16 70
83% 72% 10% 14% 60%

Nenana 59 41 39 4 3 28
69% 66% 7% 5% 47%

Nome 240 167 192 19 30 139
70% 80% 8% 13% 58%

Palmer 56 30 54 29 8 29
54% 96% 52% 14% 52%

Petersburg 84 54 57 2 5 37
64% 68% 2% 6% 44%

Seward 119 50 107 11 9 47
42% 90% 9% 8% 39%

Sitka 472 412 327 63 37 283
87% 69% 13% 8% 60%

St. Paul Island 2 2 2 0 0 2
100% 100% 0% 0% 100%

Tok 68 55 40 5 6 29
81% 59% 7% 9% 43%

Unalaska 185 95 149 5 3 70
51% 81% 3% 2% 38%

Valdez 94 60 64 4 5 36
64% 68% 4% 5% 38%

Wasilla 657 563 375 90 33 349
86% 57% 14% 5% 53%

Yukon River Bridge 1 1 0 0 0 0
100% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Totals Counts 4855 3457 3422 569 385 2511
Total Percentages 71% 70% 12% 8% 52%

** Data Current as of Jan 23, 2006, source AK AIMS Extract
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