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Alaska Medical Assistance DUR Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Friday, November 15th, 2019 

Frontier Building, 3601 C Street; Room 896 

1:00pm 

 

Drug Utilization Review Committee Attendees 

Members Present Non-Members Present 

Erin Narus, PharmD (DHSS) Umang Patel, PharmD (Magellan) 

Charles Semling, PharmD (DHSS) Marti Padilla, PharmD, (Magellan) 

Ryan Ruggles, PharmD  

Keri McCutcheon, RPh  

Barb Piromalli, DO  

Robert Carlson, MD  

Review of minutes from September 2019 

- Minutes approved by Barb Piromalli Do 2nd: Keri McCutcheon RPh.  
- No changes or issues with previous minutes.  

 

Review of Agenda 

Dr. Semling went over the Agenda to the committee members. 

 

Overview of Medicaid Prescription and Cost Trends 

Dr. Semling reviewed the Alaska Medicaid prescription costs and trends.  
 
In table 1. Below, we see that there was an increase in about $700,000 or 6% increase in total amount paid since 
last year. PMPM increased 6% from October of last year. Increase is due to new biologics to market over the last 
year. 
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Table 1. 
 
 
Line graphs 1 and 2 below demonstrate that the PMPM/PUPM trend is flat. 
 

 
 

Line graph 1. 
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Line graph 2. 
 
 
 
Dr. Semling went over the top 10 therapeutic classes by volume and cost. See Pie Charts 1 and 2 below.  



Page 4 | Alaska Medicaid DUR Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

 
Pie Chart 1. 
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Pie chart 2. 
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 Dr. Semling went over the top 25 drug classes and drugs by total amount paid in Table 2 and Table 3, 
respectively.  
  

 
 

Table 2. 
 

 
 

Table 3. 
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Dr. Semling went over the Electronic Prior Authorization (ePA) trends. Electronic Prior Authorization is increasing 
in utilization and the phone calls and faxes are decreasing. See Line Graph 3 below.  

 

 

Line Graph 3. 

 

 

Prospective Drug Utilization Review/Clinical Topic Areas 

New Prescription Medications (Interim (Suspend) PA List – 6-month review)  

The DUR Committee members reviewed new medications to market. Newer drugs to market are reviewed 

each meeting. The committee reviewed a subset of drugs, recommended by the state, that were place on 

the Interim Prior Authorization list. These new to market medications will remain on the list for a period of 

no less than 6 months.   Medications added to the Suspend List require prior authorization or step through 

therapy unless there are specific criteria the DUR committee determines necessary to be set and 

recommended. 

 

New Prior Authorizations, Quantity Limits, Edits  

Dr. Semling reviewed new medication criteria for prior authorizations. The below drugs will be approved if 

criteria below are met.  
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Motion to approve: Dr. Ryan Ruggles, PharmD 2nd: Dr. Barb Piromalli, DO 
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Motion to approve: 1st: Dr. Ryan Ruggles, 2nd: Dr. Barb Piromalli, DO 
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Motion to Approve with changes: Keri McCutcheon, RPh, 2nd: Dr. Barb Piromalli, DO 
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Motion to Approve with updates: Dr. Barb Piromalli, DO 2nd: Keri McCutcheon, RPh  
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Review of Existing Prior Authorizations, Quantity Limits, Edits  

The committee reviewed the utilization for Oxycodone liquid IR and then reviewed the existing prior 

authorizations of Oxycodone IR and Hydromorphone IR criteria. Below are the criteria for Oxycodone IR and 

Hydromorphone IR. Oxycodone liquid will bypass the PA edit only when patients are less than 14 years of age 

and had a post-surgical procedure and the quantity must be equal or less than 90mL.  
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Motion to approve: Dr. Ryan Ruggles, PharmD 2nd: Dr. Barb Piromalli 2nd: DO  

 

 

Motion to Approve with updates: Keri McCutcheon, RPh 2nd: Dr. Barb Piromalli, DO 
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Review of Opioid Utilization  

 

The committee reviewed the quarterly Opioid report that shows opioid utilization alone and in combination with 

benzodiazepines and antipsychotics. Opioid utilization alone and in combination with benzodiazepines and 

antipsychotics continues to trend downward which is what is expected.  

 

  

End of Public Meeting 

Adjournment 4:05 p.m. 

Next meeting date January 17th, 2019. 


