Kent, Dana L (HSS)

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS)

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 3:53 PM

To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators

Cc: Fitzjarrald, Elinor A (HSS); Nisonger, Elaine P (HSS); Rich, Elaine M (HSS); Carrillo,
Rebecca N (HSS); Kent, Dana L (HSS); Hoger, Fatima S (HSS); Eriksen, Christina N (HSS);
Albrecht, Alice E (HSS); Danielle Rybicki; Nault, Patricia A (HSS)

Subject: Friday WIC Update February 19

Hi Everyone,

Many exciting things are happening in our program. The SPIRIT site readiness contractor, World Wide Technology, has
begun their assessment of each LA to determine each clinic’s computer wiring capacity to use the SPIRIT system. We
continue to move forward with implementing the New WIC Food Packages and would continue to appreciate hearing
about client’s comments—good or not so good—regarding the new WIC foods.

Thanks for supporting Alaskan families in making nutrition decisions for lifelong health and wellbeing. Take care,

Kathleen

Use of WIC Travel Funds—The FY 10 WIC Grant Assurances states, “Travel using WIC state funds to attend the
Breastfeeding Symposium is not allowable this fiscal year.” However, we are willing to work individually with
local agencies to allow non-travel funds to be transferred into the travel line item to support staff attending the
Alaska Breastfeeding Coalition Meeting or for additional staff to attend the Spring WIC Training—currently the
state plans to pay for only the WIC Coordinator to attend. Contact Dana Kent Dana.Kent@alaska.gov if you are
interested in this option or have questions. Please think about how attending these trainings will help your
agency achieve the AK WIC Program Goals: Participation, Cost Efficiencies, Quality Services, Food Access, Health
Outcomes, and Technology.

Strategic Planning and Logic Model Training Evaluation--It has been almost three weeks since we got together
for the Strategic Planning and Logic Model Training. Please go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MP6WB2N
to take the survey. It should take 5 to 10 minutes at the most. So far, we have received 6 responses. Your
feedback is important.

Update on Vendor Quiz Questions—The WIC vendor staff are looking for new quiz questions on the vendor quiz.
If you have suggestions for questions, please contact Elaine Rich Elaine.Rich@alaska.gov or Alice Albrecht
Alice.Albrecht@alaska.gov .

Update on 1 LB cheese in New Food Package: As a result of the October 1, 2009 food package changes, the
majority of WIC clients now receive only one Ib. of cheese. Susan Hennon notified us that the vendors that use
Supervalu as their distributor do not have access to store brand cheeses in the one Ib. size and WIC clients are
instead buying other brands such as Tillamook, Kraft, etc. Although we do not endorse specific brands of cheese
our current policy is that clients must purchase the least expensive eligible brand. Historically, we have found
that store brands are less expensive than national brands and we would like to be able to offer them to WIC
participants to help keep food costs down. Elaine Rich contacted Zachary Norling with Supervalu and he stated
that they have been working with their manufacturer to have the one Ib. size produced and should have the
product available in the coming 4-8 weeks. Please remind clients of the least expensive eligible brand policy and
make them aware of this future change. Also, if you know of similar issues that you would like the vendor unit’s
assistance with resolving please contact Elaine Rich at 465-4704. We appreciate the important role that local
agency’s play in containing food costs!



Updated WIC Food List—We have finished reviewing the requests for additions to the AK WIC food list. We plan
to share the revised food list draft with LAs and the Vendor Advisory Board next week and then collect
comments for additional revisions. We plan to issue the new food list and the revised Minimum Stock
Requirements to all vendors in April.

August WIC Food List Update--The next deadline for submitting new food authorization requests has been
changed to July 1, 2010. Historically, we have requested food list revisions in August, but with the increased
number of requests to include new food products to our food list, we feel the need to change this date. Please
contact Becky Carrillo Rebecca.Carrillo@alaska.gov if you have questions.

NICE TO KNOW

1. 1. Update on wichealth.org--Since December 2009, 101 lessons have been completed by WIC participants on
wichealth.org in the following categories. The topics chosen most often are:

Keep Family safe from E Coli

Baby’s First Cup

Help Your Child Make Good Eating Choices
Fruits and Veggies Grow Healthy Kids
Food Safety for Moms-to-Be



