Guidance for Local Agencies on the Change to Prosobee 

The Alaska WIC formula contract for soy formula will change to Enfamil Prosobee Soy Infant Formula on October 1, 2012
· Stores are aware that they need to stock Prosobee beginning October 1, 2012

· The can size of Prosobee is slightly larger, so the total number of cans in a package is fewer.
· It will not be possible to print vouchers for Prosobee that are dated before 10/1/12.  The Prosobee packages will be available in AKWIC by August 1, 2012.
· If your office prints quarterly, that means for a set of vouchers issued August 1, 2012, the vouchers which begin August 1 and September 1 will be for Isomil. A CPA will have to manually change the vouchers which begin October 1 to Prosobee.

· For other clients receiving Isomil: Each office will receive a list from the state which includes all clients receiving Isomil. Those packages will have to be manually changed so that vouchers which start October 1 or later have Prosobee packages. The vouchers must be manually changed- it is not possible to change them at the state level.
· The stores are aware that there will be some change over time- for instance, vouchers with an issue date of September 30 (and an expiration date of October 30) for Isomil will be honored at the store and paid by the bank.
· There will not be an Isomil ENPR package.
· Here is  information from the website on why WIC has a contract for one kind of formula at a time:

http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dpa/programs/nutri/wic/Participants/WICFAQ-bottlefeeding.htm#20
Why does WIC give only a few kinds of formula?  
Standard infant formulas are virtually the same, despite advertising claims.  WIC has a contract to get large rebates from a formula manufacturer.  WIC keeps track of the manufacturer's formula that is bought from grocery stores, and bills the formula manufacturer for the rebate.  This money is then used to put more people on WIC.  WIC can provide contract formula to 5 to 6 babies for the cost of 1 baby on a non-contract formula.  If your baby has a medical condition and your doctor thinks she should get a non-contract formula, it can be approved by WIC under certain conditions.  Talk to your WIC nutritionist. 
