RE: WIC Update February 22

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS)

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2013 4:00 PM

To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; 'Julie Serstad'; susan.hennon@searhc.org; Kathy O'Gara; kari.natwick@searhc.org
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; 'Danielle Rybicki'; Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS)

Subject: WIC Update February 22

Hi Everyone,
| was on a National WIC Association teleconference this morning learning more about the federal sequestration. Sequestration is scheduled to come into effect
March 1, 2013 and involves an overall budget cut of $88 billion to discretionary programs, including WIC. Congress will make efforts to address continued
resolution (CR) through the remainder of year, but there are three dates to be aware of:

e March 1 begins sequestration with automatic cuts of 5% to 5.1%

e March 27 current CR expire and Congress must have a new CR, an Omnibus bill to cover the rest of the year, or a series of shorter term CRs

e May 18th Congress has to address debt limit to avoid default

A staffer from USDA was also on the call and suggested State WIC Agencies look at their policies surrounding client priority lists and trimming food costs.

NWA will repeat this same call on Wednesday, February 27, 10:00 AM AK Standard Time. Call-in Information: Dial 1- (877) 722-1471 and use the access code:
8631020250.

We will keep you informed on any news regarding the federal funding cuts and how those reductions will effect client services.
Thanks,

Kathleen



1. SPIRIT Project Update: Good news for the project! We have received approval to move forward with a single source
contract. We are in the process of bringing Walker Computing on board and expect to have the contract awarded by 1 March. Shortly
thereafter, we’ll be sending you the new implementation schedule.

2. SPIRIT Policy and Procedure Update—see attached newsletter

3. “New look for Gerber Infant Cereals--Beginning in March 2013, Gerber is changing their baby cereal products to a new plastic
package featuring a new label.

The cereals will also have new UPC codes. Clients should be able to substitute these plastic containers for the current cereal boxes.

M

() 0
Gc rbc Gerber G‘::l.'bur G(. srber
¢ A Oatmeal Bortes n(,ron
" “m‘i ' Cere ul ”
~

i dd



