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George, Amy R (HSS)
RE: WIC Update August 30

From: Karen Cutler [mailto:afswiccoordinator@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2013 4:44 PM 
To: George, Amy R (HSS); Hoskinson, Terence O (HSS) 
Cc: Pougher, Susan (DHSS Sponsored) 
Subject: Fw: WIC Update August 30 

Hi Amy, 
We should probably remove the Wasilla email for "wicoutreach..." and the Palmer email for "palmerwic..." and 
list: 
akwiccoordinator@yahoo.com, and 
susanp@akafs.org for both Wasilla & Palmer 
Otherwise 506 is good. 

Also, the temporary addresses for Aleutian Pribilof & Copper Center should be changed to Peggy Michaelson's 
contact information. 

If there is room, could we add the UAA WIC CPA Training Program contact information?  That would be 
tremendously helpful. 

Thanks Amy!  Have a great weekend. 

Karen Cutler, MS, RD, LD 
Alaska Family Services  
WIC Coordinator 
899 West Commercial Drive 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
Office: 907-376-4080 
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FAX: 907-373-0640 
I am usually in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays (although many other days) 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: "Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS)" <kathleen.wayne@alaska.gov> 
To: 'Kathy O'Gara' <kathyo@searhc.org>; 'Lorena Gray' <lgray@searhc.org>; 'Coral Crenna' <coralc@searhc.org>; "'amber.hise@north-slope.org'" 
<amber.hise@north-slope.org>; HSS DPA WIC Coordinators <DPAWICCoordinators@alaska.gov>; 'Julie Serstad' <Julie.Serstad@north-slope.org>; 
"'Angela.valdez@north-slope.org'" <Angela.valdez@north-slope.org>  
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau <DPAWICJuneau@alaska.gov>; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage <DPAWICAnchorage@alaska.gov>; "Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS)" 
<aimee.olejasz@alaska.gov>; 'Danielle Rybicki' <afdrr@uaa.alaska.edu>  
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2013 3:36 PM 
Subject: WIC Update August 30 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
The state WIC Program Offices will be closed on Monday, September 2, in observance of Labor Day. 
  
Have a great three day weekend. 
Kathleen  
  
1.       Meet the new WIC Coordinator at SEARHC.   Christy Wallace recently worked for the state of Alaska’s Senior and Disabilities Services 
Division managing grants for the brain injury program. Prior to living in Southeast Alaska, Christy attended Eastern Michigan University’s 
Coordinated Undergraduate Program in Dietetics, where she also earned a degree in Anthropology. 20 years ago, Christy’s sister-in-law, already a 
transplant to Juneau, bought plane tickets for Christy and her newlywed husband to visit and explore Southeast Alaska for 3 weeks. The rest is 
history. It took until 2006 before her family was able to make the move from Michigan to Alaska a reality, but it was Christy’s job that made it 
happen—she was offered a position with SEARHC as the Community and Diabetes Dietitian.   

  
Christy enjoys learning new things and listening to others share their story, especially during a hike or a run. She knew most of the birds and 
their calls back in Michigan, but still hasn’t gotten all of the regional birds in Southeast identified. Where does the time go? It’s the everyday 
life that continues to fascinate, including friends and family. She is married with two teenage children. 
  
Welcome Christy! 

  
  
2.       WIC Directory Update----Please send updates for your agency’s contact information to Amy George and cc Terry Hoskinson.  The updates will 
be used in SPIRIT and will  also be placed on the website at:  http://dhss.alaska.gov/dpa/Pages/nutri/wic/localagencies/laforms.aspx  under “Other 
Clinic Forms”- Local Agency Directory.  See attached. 
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3.       New MICR Printers-- As SPIRIT rolls out and you receive your new printers purchased by the state, please note that the older printer cartridges 
are not compatible with the new printers.  For more information contact Dana Kent at 465-5322. 
  
4.       FMNP—We still have FMNP funds available, so LAs can continue to issue those benefits. 
  
  
5.       WIC Listens---Local agencies were sent DVDs of “WIC Listens” PCS training. The logs demonstrating that the viewing and observations were 
completed are due September 1st.  I hope you found the training useful. Please let me know if that style of training would be something you’d like to 
see more of. If your agency  will need an extension on completing the “WIC Listens” training, please contact Jennifer at 
Jennifer.johnson@alaska.org. 
  
6.       AKWIC  Data Freeze---The vendor database will be frozen during the SPIRIT transition, starting on September 6. No new vendors will be able 
to be added, and any that withdraw or are disqualified will be unable to be removed from the MIS and banking systems until SPIRIT implementation 
is complete. We’ve had inquiries from several interested vendors lately, and we’re letting them know that no new applications will be processed until 
at least January. 
  
7.       Participant Survey---On September 3, Cathy Pohl, a temporary WIC staff person, will start a month-long project to work on a survey for 
participants that aims to determine the extent to which vendor shortages of WIC food items and participant preferences affect the full or partial use of 
WIC warrants in stores. There will also be questions for MOV participants to gauge satisfaction with and consumption of the food items provided.  
  
8.       Vendor Staff Contacts----Gina Roust and Sandy Harbanuk really appreciated the opportunity to meet LA staff members at UAT, and we hope for 
many more such  opportunities in the future. We’d like to remind everyone to send emails related to vendors and the MOV to both Gina and Sandy at 
least until we have replaced Alice Albrecht’s position, which we expect to do by the end of September. If you call on the main number, 907/465-
3100, Amy George will be able to direct you to whichever of us is available. 
  

 
9.       A huge THANK YOU to all that participated in UAT!  We could not have done it without your help and expertise.  UAT was successful on 
many fronts and we owe that all to your hard work of working through the scripts and identifying items we need to correct.    
  

Again, Terry, I and the entire WIC staff thank you for your time and efforts. 
  
  
 


