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From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS)  
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2014 3:39 PM 
To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; Welch, Scooter (HSS Sponsored); O'Gara, Kathy (HSS Sponsored); Bennis, Don 
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; 'Danielle Rybicki' (afdrr@uaa.alaska.edu) 
Subject: WIC Update May 30 

Hi Everyone, 
Dana Kent will be on annual leave starting Monday, June 2 – Friday, June 20.  If you have questions for Dana that cannot wait until her return on Monday, June 
23, please forward them to Becky Carrillo at 465‐8629 or Rebecca.carillo@alaska.gov.  For SPIRIT related questions contact the SPIRIT helpdesk at 334‐4900 or 
wicspirithelpdesk@alaska.gov.   

1. Secondary Nutrition Education Reminder‐‐ As per the LA Memos 2013‐03 rev 1 and 2013‐5  regarding mandatory program compliance‐  Compliance
with Nutrition Education Requirements, “For all agencies, nutrition education may be mailed to the client only after two attempts have been made to
contact client, WIC grantees must document these nutrition education contact attempts in the client’s chart.”  We are aware that there is conflicting
guidance in some parts of the WIC P&P, so please follow these LA memos until further clarification is provided.

2. Chewing Tobacco—A Nutrition Risk?:  Chewing tobacco is not a currently recognized risk factor for WIC.  Alaska WIC requested that it be added, and
received the response:
"Though chewing tobacco is recognized as having harmful effects on health, there is insufficient scientific evidence as to the relationship between
nutritional status and the use of smokeless tobacco. The use of smokeless tobacco should not be used as a risk for any category of
participant.”  WIC participants using chewing tobacco should still be encouraged to stop, and provided with appropriate referrals. Please document in the SOAP
note. We will continue to request that the USDA add this risk factor, and if you have information about the dangers of chewing tobacco you’d like to include,
please send it to Jennifer Johnson at jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov.

3. Infant Food Checks:  The Vendor group has noticed that may infant food warrants are being underspent. Sometimes it looks like the family only got one
jar of baby food on a warrant that would let them have 64 oz.  Please be sure to have WIC staff review  the table “Infant Food Quantities” in the Food
List with all clients receiving infant food warrants to be sure they understand the amount of food they can have on each warrant.  Please contact Jennifer
Johnson (465‐8104) with comments or suggestions.
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4. Logic Models: In our effort to make the FY15 Logic Models a useful document, Jennifer Johnson has been meeting with coordinators by phone to discuss 

their current draft. If I haven’t called you yet, please send me an email with a good time to meet next week. We’ll follow this up with a meeting to think 
about Performance Measures on June 26, 2014 at 8:15 am. (This is the RD Working Group Meeting Slot, but we’ll be talking about performance 
measures this time). Please add it to your calendar. Call Jennifer Johnson with questions or comments at 465‐8104 

 
5. Social Media Campaign‐ Working with DHSS Communications Manager Clay Butcher, the Alaska WIC Program is implementing a social media campaign 

on Facebook starting next week. It’s timed to precede the opening of the Farmer’s Markets, and to promote use of the fruit and vegetable voucher and 
the farmers market nutrition program vouchers at farmers markets.  So keep an eye out! You’ll be hearing more about how it worked at the fall 
Coordinator’s meeting. Please call Jennifer Johnson (465‐8104) or Sandra Harbanuk (465‐4704) with comments or suggestions. 

 
6.  

 

SPIRIT Tips and Reminders:  

Reset Local Reference Data each day.  Logging off/on SPIRIT does not reset the data. You must right click the “W” in your task 
bar, and click on “Reset Local Reference Data.” The suggested procedure is to do this at the start of each day. 
 

Also remember to: 

 Only have one staff person in a participant’s folder (record) at the same time.  
 Only have one household member's folder open at a time. 
 Change breastfeeding status or amounts through the Mom’s record (Infants Born from This Pregnancy). 

 Clear On-Site lists after running batch 

These practices can cause difficult data problems and erroneous benefit issuance if not followed. 
 

SPIRIT Help Desk Info:  
Send all questions, issues and errors to the WIC SPIRIT Helpdesk at wicpsirithelpdesk@alaska.gov or phone them at 907-334-4900.  
    
Agency participation is available for April, 2014 in the State module.  Select “File”, “System Outputs” and “Reports”.  Next select “Reported 
Participation WIC – Monthly Unduplicated” (report# CLD016) in the drop down box to run April caseload for your agency. 
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