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FW: WIC Update January 3--revised

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS) 
Sent: Monday, January 06, 2014 8:38 AM 
To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; 'Donn Bennice'; Welch, Scooter (HSS Sponsored); 'Kathy O'Gara' 
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; 'Danielle Rybicki'; Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS) 
Subject: RE: WIC Update January 3--revised 

Hi All, 
Sorry, one more thing to add. 
Similac Sensitive update: 
Local agencies will be receiving a list  in the mail of their participants who receive Similac Sensitive.  Because Similac Sensitive will no longer be a WIC primary 
formula, it has been removed from Spirit for packages beginning on or after April 1, 2014. At this time, we have  no further guidance from the USDA and Abbott. 
We will keep you apprised of information when we receive it. Please contact Jennifer Johnson with questions and comments at Jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov or 
call 465‐8104. 

Thanks, 
Kathleen 

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS)  
Sent: Monday, January 06, 2014 8:04 AM 
To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; 'Donn Bennice'; Welch, Scooter (HSS Sponsored); 'Kathy O'Gara' 
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; 'Danielle Rybicki'; Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS) 
Subject: WIC Update January 3 

Hi All, 

Sorry, forgot to send this out on Friday.  Take care, 

Kathleen 

1. Coordinator’s Teleconference Dates--this year’s teleconference schedule‐ as much as we know‐ 
  



2

2.    RD Teleconference Change‐‐‐ Please note that the date of the RD working group meeting has changed to January 16, 2014 at 8:15 AM.  Our topic will be 
Ethics. Please visit http://cdrnet.org/news/ethics‐requirements‐for‐recertification for an explanation of the Ethics training requirement for 
RDs.  We’ll  also have a short presentation from Tracy Gregg on her thesis project. Please attend if you can. Contact Jennifer Johnson with any questions. 

3.      

 
SPIRIT Update‐‐‐‐Just a reminder that we’d like to know if you have suggestions for improving either the Roles/Permissions or the Reports in SPIRIT. 
Roles/Permissions: Are there any tasks in SPIRIT that any of your staff are unable to accomplish because SPIRIT indicates that she does not have 
sufficient permission to access that function.  Attached is a list of problems that have already been reported to us. Please let us know if you disagree 
with the changes suggested and/or if you have additional requests.  
Reports:  We would like to determine data reporting requirements that are not satisfied by the existing SPIRIT reports (under System Outputs). Included 
on the attached is a list of additional reports that have already been mentioned to us.  
Would you please email terry.hoskinson@alaska.gov or christopher.renfro@alaska.gov with your comments? Thank you. 
  
SPIRIT Tips and Reminders: 
A  lot of duplicate records are being created. Please remember to do a STATEWIDE search by DOB for any applicant. Because a mistake could have been 
made on the DOB entry into AKWIC or SPIRIT, you can do additional statewide searches on other criteria. 
If your searches do not find the person, and you have reason to believe that the applicant might have been on WIC in Alaska before‐applicant isn’t sure 
or you think there may be a conversion error‐please call the WIC SPIRIT Help Desk and ask them to research the applicant. 
 Once again, thank you for all for your hard work and dedication to the WIC Program! 

  
  
  
Nice To Know: 
New study on breastfeeding & development -   
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_143742.html 
  
  
SNAP ED Contractor‐‐‐‐The RFIP for a Contractor to Coordinate the SNAP ED Activities has been posted.   Please contact Kathleen Wayne 
if you have questions‐465‐8636.  http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=170626 
  
  

World Breastfeeding Week 2014 theme, from WABA 
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The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action has announced that the slogan and theme for World Breastfeeding Week 
(WBW) 2014 will be "BREASTFEEDING: A Winning Goal - for Life!" The theme asserts the importance of increasing 
and sustaining the protection, promotion, and support of breastfeeding in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
countdown and beyond. The WBW 2014 Objectives are: 

 To inform people about the MDGs and how they relate to Breastfeeding and Infant and Young Child Feeding.  
 To showcase the progress made so far and the key gaps in Breastfeeding and Infant and Young Child Feeding.  
 To call attention to the importance of STEPPING UP actions to protect, promote, and support breastfeeding as a key 

intervention in the MDG countdown, and in the post 2015 era.  
 To stimulate interest amongst young people of both genders to see the relevance of breastfeeding in today's changing 

world. 
  



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  W I C  P R O G R A M  

2014 Teleconference Schedule 

To join, dial 1-800-281-5354 
   Enter passcode 259225 

    Month Quarterly  Policy  BF/BFPC   RD   Vendor 

       

2014 January   Jan 30, 8:15 Jan 9, 9:00 am Jan 16, 8:15am  January 21 & 22 9:00 

2014 February      

2014 March  March 6, 8:15am   March 20, 8:30am March 13, 8:15 am  

2014 April  April 10, 8:15    

2014 May   May 29, 8:30   

2014 June  June 5, 8:15am    June 26, 8:15  

2014 July   July 10, 8:15am    

2014 August       

2014 September  Sept 4, 8:15am   Sept 11, 8:30am  September 18, 8:15  

2014 October   Oct 9, 8:15am    

2014 November      

2014 December  Dec 4, 8:15am    Dec 18, 8:30am December 11, 8:15  

Questions or concerns? Please call 465-3100 




