
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 

       

  

 

 
        

 

 
       

 

 
 

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS) 
To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; Bennis, Don; Welch, Scooter (HSS Sponsored); O"Gara, Kathy (HSS Sponsored) 
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; HSS DPA WIC Juneau; Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS); Butcher, Clay (HSS); "Danielle Rybicki"

 (afdrr@uaa.alaska.edu) 
Subject: WIC Update December 11 
Date: Friday, December 11, 2015 3:53:47 PM 
Attachments: Instructions for printing both MOV & FI in the same month.docx 

Hi Everyone,

Today is a sad day for WIC as we say bon voyage to Becky Carrillo.  This is her last day at the State WIC Office and
 we will all deeply miss her compassion and dedication to serving our WIC families.  Happy Retirement Becky!

Kathleen 
Success Story

While the following is not a “success” story, it does highlight the humorous side of WIC.  This is provided by the
 Aleutian / Pribiliof WIC program as a direct quote from a client’s application.  I hope you see some humor in this
 client’s response to a standard WIC assessment question.

So this kind of sums it up… an exclusively breastfeeding woman was thrilled with how breastfeeding was
 going with her baby.  When asked on the application “How do you store breastmilk?”  she simply wrote “in
 my boob”. J 

1.	 Stage 3 Infant foods- Gerber will no longer be making stage 3 foods in sizes and types that are WIC
 eligible. They’ve switched to 10 ozs (2-5 oz containers) and none of the foods are WIC eligible. Thank you,
 RCPC for alerting us- we were not notified.  We’ll make a change on the next printing of the food list.
 Some 6 oz jars can still be found in stores, but the products are being phased out by Gerber. Please let you
 participants know. Also, please encourage them to get the cash value voucher when their infants are old
 enough, and talk with them about making baby foods. Beech Nut still makes 4 oz Stage 3 foods. Please
 contact me with questions. Jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov

2.	 Baby Behavior Training- We’ve started our Baby Behavior on-line training for LA staff and state staff. It
 was announced at our Quarterly Teleconference December 3. If you need more information, please
 contact me. We all have until January 29 to complete this interesting training. Please send me the list of
 all your employees if you haven’t already- including volunteers. Jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov

3.	 Checks that read “Formula Benefit paid by Medicaid” Checks that read “formula benefit paid by
 Medicaid” are Spirit’s way of counting infants under 6 months of age who receive formula benefits
 through Medicaid. These checks should not go to parents and caregivers- it’s best if your agency develops
 a policy for what your agency will do with them. As you can see on the example- these checks have no
 formula listed on them- but they are still being presented and cashed at stores. Stores are not reimbursed
 for them. We’ll be reminding vendors to only allow foods as printed on a check, and making some changes
 to the check- but make sure your staff understands that these checks are not to leave the clinic with
 participants or to be mailed to participants. Contact Jennifer Johnson with questions 465-8104
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4. SPIRIT Tips and Reminders:

When sending or calling in an issue or question to the helpdesk please remember to provide the following
 information.

 WIC ID

 HOUSEHOLD ID

 LOCAL AGENCY

 CLINIC

 ISSUE OR QUESTION

 SCREEN SHOT (if applicable)


Remember to do a STATEWIDE search by DOB for any applicant first. You may also need to do additional
 statewide search on other criteria. 
If your searches do not find the person, and you have reason to believe that the applicant might have been on
 WIC in Alaska before and the applicant isn’t sure, please call the WIC SPIRIT Help Desk and ask them to
 research the applicant.

Instructions for Printing MOV FI and Store FIs for the Same Month 
Recently the Vendor Group encountered an incident where regular foods were printed on an MOV food
 package.  See below:

There isn’t a way for AIRSA to handle this type of request and the cereal in this instance wasn’t sent to the 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
               

       
               

                  
                
                
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

  

   
  

   
 

 
   

 client.  If you have a client that needs formula sent through the MOV system along with FIs to use at the local
 store, please follow the attached instructions.  Contact the WIC SPIRIT Help Desk at 334-4900 or
wicspirithelpdesk@alaska.gov if you have additional questions.

SPIRIT Help Desk Info: 
Send all questions, issues and errors to the WIC SPIRIT Helpdesk at wicpsirithelpdesk@alaska.gov or phone
 them at 907-334-4900.

Nice to Know

From Karen Cutler:

Have you heard about Aquafaba?  Its the liquid from canned beans, and being used as an
egg replacer when someone can't have eggs. 

I guess chickpea liquid works best, but my friend used liquid from white beans & whipped
them with sugar & cream of tartar (you have to whip them for a long time).  It made
meringue the texture of marshmallow cream.  They are not even sure why it works - they
are raising money to do some testing to find out why it work. - Karen Cutler

Here's more information:

The Official Aquafaba Site

The Official Aquafaba Site 
What is aquafaba? 
View on www.aquafaba.com Preview by Yahoo
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