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Hello All, 

I hope those of you that had their first snowfalls of the year are staying safe and warm!  Some good information and opportunities to share this 
week. Hope you all have a great weekend. 

Take Care, 
Julie Walker 

1.  New Report available in the SPIRIT Utilities!!- ACTION ITEM 
During the 2015 federal ME visit, Alaska had a finding surrounding adding income for participants with adjunctive eligibility.  Guidance was
 
provided in March 2016 to start adding estimated family incomes for reporting purposes when applicants are determined adjunctively income
 
eligible.  Alaska started adding incomes in April.
 
Good news! We are making improvements!  In April 37% of income was missing.  For this month (October 1-21) we are only missing 27%.  While
 
we are seeing improvement, we still have room for improvement.  So…
 

New SPIRIT Utilities reports are available to help local agencies meet this federal requirement.  There are two reports:  “Missing Income Summary”
 
and “Missing Income Details”
 
The “Missing Income Summary” identifies total contacts requiring income, those missing income and a percentage of missing income (see
 
attached as an example).
 
The “Missing Income Details” report identifies each participant’s state ID, agency, clinic, screening date, and who created the income contact
 
missing income.
 

Please remind all staff that this is a federal requirement and to complete the income on adjunctively income eligible participants.  Comments,
 
suggestions and questions can be sent to Dana Kent at dana.kent@alaska.gov.
 

2.  Nutrition Education Materials Available: 
I would like to mail these educational pieces to clinics that would like them.  I have a “Healthy Plate Guide” for 1 to 2 years olds from Nutrition 
Matters.  We have many brochures and handouts from this company that I will be including in the future “Friday Updates” off and on when I can 
get mail outs to Clinics that I encourage Clinics offer participants to enjoy.  We have a helpful video on breastfeeding called “Breastfeeding: You 
Can Do It”!  This informative video plays in English, Spanish and Vietnamese.  The last item pictured is a placemat that gives helpful guidance and 
tips and is made of a thin durable material that is very disposable, but re-usable and can be wiped or washed.  Feel free to e-mail or call me If you 
would like these items pictured. jennifer.mcallister@alaska.gov or 465-3100.  Thanks! - Jenny McAllister, your State of Alaska FNP/WIC 
Administrative Assistant. 
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Dear State WIC Agencies,                   October 18, 2016 


 


  


This letter is to provide you an update on Similac Advance 12.4 ounce powder product 


that you may see in your market for the next three to four months. It is possible your 


participants may ask you questions about this can as it opens slightly differently than other 


Similac Advance small powder typically in the market (the nutrient profile, plastic lid, 


UPC code, reconstituted ounces per unit, calories per ounce, and price are identical).  


 


Should you need to educate staff or participants on this topic, please see the images below. 


Can A (on the right) is typically found in the US market, can B (on the left) is Similac 


Advance made at our FDA-registered facility in Ireland and is occasionally found in the 


US market.  


 
  


 
 


 


Should you or your participants have any additional questions, please feel free to reach out 


to me or Abbott customer service at: 1-800-515-7677 


 


 


Best Regards, 


 


Kori 
 


Kori Stenzel 


Manager, WIC Contracts  
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      Missing Income Summary 
                              


		From Date:              
                  10/01/2016      
                     		To Date:                  
             10/21/2016             
              		Agency:                   
            ALASKA STATE WIC OFFICE 
                          		

		
      
      		Agency Id		Agency Name		Week Start		Total Contacts		Missing Income		% Missing

		501		MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE		2016.10.02		92		13		14

		501		MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE		2016.10.09		93		24		26

		501		MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE		2016.10.16		67		13		19

		502		RESOURCE CTR FOR PARENTS/CHILDREN		2016.10.02		14		8		57

		502		RESOURCE CTR FOR PARENTS/CHILDREN		2016.10.09		22		13		59

		502		RESOURCE CTR FOR PARENTS/CHILDREN		2016.10.16		21		13		62

		503		SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH		2016.10.02		28		6		21

		503		SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH		2016.10.09		13		4		31

		503		SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH		2016.10.16		22		1		5

		504		YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.02		27		0		0

		504		YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.09		31		1		3

		504		YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.16		50		0		0

		505		NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.02		27		0		0

		505		NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.09		29		13		45

		505		NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.16		9		0		0

		506		ALASKA FAMILY SERVICES, INC.		2016.10.02		70		36		51

		506		ALASKA FAMILY SERVICES, INC.		2016.10.09		57		24		42

		506		ALASKA FAMILY SERVICES, INC.		2016.10.16		66		34		52

		507		NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH		2016.10.02		7		5		71

		507		NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH		2016.10.09		1		1		100

		507		NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH		2016.10.16		5		5		100

		508		TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE		2016.10.02		15		5		33

		508		TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE		2016.10.09		12		5		42

		508		TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE		2016.10.16		17		6		35

		509		BRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.02		4		4		100

		509		BRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.09		6		4		67

		509		BRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION		2016.10.16		6		6		100

		510		KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION		2016.10.02		5		0		0

		510		KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION		2016.10.09		12		0		0

		510		KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION		2016.10.16		3		0		0

		512		VALDEZ-CORDOVA		2016.10.02		5		0		0

		512		VALDEZ-CORDOVA		2016.10.09		7		0		0

		512		VALDEZ-CORDOVA		2016.10.16		3		0		0

		514		ALEUTIAN-PRIBILOF ISLANDS		2016.10.02		1		0		0

		514		ALEUTIAN-PRIBILOF ISLANDS		2016.10.09		2		0		0

		514		ALEUTIAN-PRIBILOF ISLANDS		2016.10.16		1		1		100

		515		MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION		2016.10.02		34		2		6

		515		MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION		2016.10.09		18		0		0

		515		MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION		2016.10.16		17		1		6

		520		SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION		2016.10.09		1		0		0

		520		SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION		2016.10.16		2		2		100

		000		State		2016.10.02		329		79		24

		000		State		2016.10.09		304		89		29

		000		State		2016.10.16		289		82		28
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WIC SPIRIT Utility Functions
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Coordinators meeting Teleconference

WIC Updates with coordinators TELEPHONIC

October 6, 2016



Roll Call: Pam, Elly, Sheila, Mary Anne, Toni (MOA), Des, Megan (CPC), Kathy (SEARHC), Olivia (YKHC), Rebecka (NSHC), Susan & Karen (AFS), Wendy, Melanie (NSB), Anne (TCC), Stephanie (KANA), Krista (API/Valdez), Tracy (MANIILAQ) Liz (SCF), Erin K. Julie Walker, Dana Kent, Jennifer M taking notes, & Jennifer Johnson (SOA)



TOPIC:

Baby foods…fruits and vegetables for infants.

· 16 oz. pouches of fruits and vegetables are not authorized or on the food list for WIC. Not authorized for CVV  (fruit and vegetables voucher)

· (Regulations require that a nutritionist read through the list of ingredients and they are not authorized or approved.)

· Request to add this to the food list:  

· Not changing the food list at this time.  

· Notification to vendors & LA will be via newsletter & a poster for LA 



NO food changes until EBT, then we will have lots of changes



· 64 oz.s of Fruits and Vegetables FI.

·  Will be printing 16 4 oz. jars on the list so vendors so cashiers & clients don’t have to do math at the store

· It will continue to say “Substitute Banana se food list”

·  HARDEST CHECK TO USE.  Gets bounced the most…When you see the newsletter, you will see that in the information.



TOPIC:

RISK REVISIONS… pdf slides… Active October 1st, 2016

See slides for details.  All RF were reviewed in the teleconference.



RF 332

RF332Z

RF 601 and 602



New Policy:

RF211

RF 201

No changes in:



RF 359 and 211.

RF359 

RF 411

411.9



Topic:

Masimo Pronto Sensors post training in Anchorage

How noninvasive testing is going with children.  

· Tracy Gregg (Maniilaq) found it better by holding it their hand for a while

· Kids are familiar with the machine in her region; so that makes it easier

· Hemoglobin testing is done in her office instead of the lab to minimize the child’s anxiety



Inventory Sensors: Children and Adults

· Inventory Machines; let the state know when you have received machines and tests, how many and the serial numbers



TOPIC

Agency Best Practice Highlight:  Aleutian/Pribilofs and Valdez/Cordova LAs  

	Krista Jordan, Aleutian/Pribilofs and Valdez/Cordova 

· Krista spoke about how her collaboration efforts began with public health nursing and her ongoing growth of these relationships. 

· WIC and PHN coordinate travel to rural communities and complement each other’s services.  

· PHN has also assisted with anthropometrics, verifying immunizations and DKC when traveling to villages without the WIC representative.

·  Described how each partner is experiencing benefits from working together.

· Encouraged agencies to maintain or cultivate relationships with partners that would complement their program.  (such as PHN, Dental, Pediatrics, midwives, rural clinics, etc)  



TOPIC

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Excel format.  5 tabs across the bottom.  Select the correct quarter as it gets updated.  



· First quarter:

· Taken off two sections. 

· Logic models, & VTC section (no longer track in formal manner).  

· Video Teleconferencing  Please continue VTC using best practice.  State is not monitoring formally, but please use plan and how you are going to use your plan in your community.

· Second quarter:

· Due to  2015 ME Evaluation, each agency will submit a policy on Return Receipts for mailed FI/MOV boxes

· More guidance available prior to the report due date on what the State requests the policy to include. 

· Fourth quarter:

· Reporting on WIC data taken off

· RBB is still required



TOPIC

2014-2018 Grant Cycle

· WIC submitted a request for the competitive grant cycle to extend an additional two years due to coinciding processes with EBT.  

· A competitive grant cycle would start in 2021. 

· State awaits final decision 



TOPIC

Concerns regarding breast pump issuance in Anchorage



· MOA WIC brought up an Anchorage issue regarding breast pump issuance identified by some nursing staff at ANMC

· Clients are going to nurses saying that WIC isn’t giving them a pump (with possibly full formula issuance)

· Dana & Pam to take discussion off-line

















       

 
 

     
 

  
 

   
 

 

 

                     

           

 

3.  RFLOIS ARE OPEN 
Request for Letters of Interest (RFLOI) are available for the Valdez/ Cordova and the Aleutian Pribilof Islands service area.  See GEMS for further 
details, or click here https://gems.dhss.alaska.gov/Notifications/Solicitations.  The RFLOIs close October 28. 

4.  Success story 
A family in St George had been resistant to WIC and other programs for many years.  The PHN that serves St George spent time talking with this 
family, 
Had them fill out the WIC applications and took anthros and hgb and faxed them himself.  The family was happy to finally certify and they are 
awaiting their first 
MOV box. 

5.  Action Alert on FDA Formula Marketing Guidance, from CWA & Partners 

The Food and Drug Administration is finally taking some major steps to tighten scrutiny of the 
labeling (and accompanying advertising) messages that the infant formula industry has been using 
to market their products in the U.S. The California WIC Association and partners have issued an 
action alert encouraging advocates to send a strong message of support by submitting a comment 
letter to the FDA by the November 8 deadline, using templates provided for both breastfeeding 
advocates and public health advocates. Please spread the word to your networks, so that as many 
letters as possible can be generated in the next few weeks to counter expected industry push-
back. View background details, access the template letters, and share the alert with others via the 
USBC action page. 

6.  Slight packaging change for Similac Advance: The letter we received from Abbott is attached. Luckily, they’re only making a slight change to 
the packaging as shown in the letter- the label will not change. Please call or email Jennifer with questions (Jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov, 465-
8104). 

https://gems.dhss.alaska.gov/Notifications/Solicitations
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=5AI8%2F5l1JPh5bNUQq%2BQ40b7B9JNLHsnq
mailto:Jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov


               
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

7.  Minutes from the October Coordinator’s Call:  See attached. 

Nice to Know: 

This is related to both the High Risk Criteria Jennifer trained on at a recent Policy Call and the State Approved Waterless Food Packages for communities with 
unsafe drinking water. 

From the USDA: 
“As you are certainly aware, many cities across the U.S. are facing issues related to lead exposure. Though we have several resources available specific to 
Flint, they are not applicable to all scenarios.  To equip areas dealing with a lead exposure crisis, FNS has compiled a webpage containing information on 
how to leverage FNS programs to help mitigate the impacts of lead exposure. This information is based on current policy and is organized into two sections 
that can be downloaded and distributed: Promoting Balanced Diets Featuring Key Nutrients and Helping Ensure Access to Safe Drinking Water. “ 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/federal-nutrition-programs-reducing-impact-lead-exposure 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/federal-nutrition-programs-reducing-impact-lead-exposure
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/disaster/Balanced-Diets-Key-Nutrients.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/disaster/Lead-Exposure-Fact-Sheet.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/federal-nutrition-programs-reducing-impact-lead-exposure

