
 
 

 
 

  

 

              

From: Wayne, Kathleen A (HSS) 
To: HSS DPA WIC Coordinators; Bennis, Don 
Cc: HSS DPA WIC Juneau; HSS DPA WIC Anchorage; Olejasz, Aimee M (HSS); Butcher, Clay (HSS); "Danielle 

Rybicki" (afdrr@uaa.alaska.edu) 
Subject: WIC Update November 4 In this issue.... Frozen strawberry recall, Pediasure, USDA Q/A, CPT1A, and more 
Date: Friday, November 04, 2016 4:18:33 PM 
Attachments: Pediasure wording test checks November 2016.pdf 

wichealth.org new lesson.msg
 
2017 Mini-Grant Application.docx
 
2017 Mini-Grant Guidelines.docx
 
November WIC Coordinator Conference Notes.docx
 

Hi Everyone,
 
Here are pictures of the Kotzebue, North Slope Borough, and the State WIC office Halloween
 
parties.  We all hope you had a great Halloween!
 

Take care,
 
Kathleen
 

Success Story from the Esteemed Valdez/Cordova WIC program: 
Coordinated a family and Valley based PHN to set up a home visit for the 
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wichealth.org new lesson

		From

		Nelda M

		To

		Amanda Martin; Ana Vargas; Barbara Cerniauskas; Beth Honerman; Bob Bensley; Brittany Tybo; Carmalita Green; Carolyn McGlade; EMILY GERMER; Fran McLaughlin; Jan Woodard; Johnson, Jennifer S (HSS); Jill Lange; Joe Dibble; Joyce Robertson; Julie Ornelas; Julieann Boyle; Karen Gallagher; Kelly Soliman; Kim Hinnenkamp; Kimbra Dawn Quinn; Kristen Hanulcik; LaShon Reese; Lupe Herrera-Lopez; Mandy Caid-Johnson; Marissa Maxwell-Kaime; Mary Jane Henrikson; Meagan Richardson; Misty Morris; Monica McDaniels; Morgan Peaden; Narissa Scales; Nichole Nicholas; Nikki Davenport; Peggy Trouba; Phyllis Crowley; Rhonda Buntrock; Rose Sipakati; Sandy Sather; Sara Moss; Sharon Shore; Stephanie Bess; Tara Fischer; Vanessa Hodack

		Cc

		Jason Rivas; Nelda Mercer; Bruce Hillman; Stan Bien

		Recipients

		Amanda.Martin@adph.state.al.us; ana.vargas@wmich.edu; Barbara.Cerniauskas@la.gov; Beth.Honerman@state.sd.us; bensley@wmich.edu; btybo@itcn.org; Carmalita.Green@adph.state.al.us; Carolyn.McGlade@state.sd.us; emily.germer@tn.gov; fmclaughlin@dhhs.state.nh.us; jen.woodard@vermont.gov; jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov; Jill.Lange@idph.iowa.gov; jdibble@health.nv.gov; joyce.robertson@fns.usda.gov; JOrnelas@kdheks.gov; Julieann.boyle@nebraska.gov; Karen.S.Gallagher@maine.gov; kelly.soliman@tn.gov; khinnenkamp@nd.gov; kimbra.quinn@wmich.edu; hanulcikk@michigan.gov; lashon.reese@illinois.gov; Lupe.Herrera-Lopez@cdph.ca.gov; MandyC@health.ok.gov; mmaxwell-kaime@utemountain.org; mhenrikson@isdh.in.gov; Meagan.Richardson@odh.ohio.gov; MistyE.Morris@ky.gov; Monica.Mcdaniels@la.gov; Morgan.Peaden@wisconsin.gov; Narissa.Scales@nebraska.gov; Nicole.Nicholas@ky.gov; Nikki.Davenport@idph.iowa.gov; Peggy.Trouba@nebraska.gov; PCROWLEY@utah.gov; Rhonda.Buntrock@state.sd.us; Rose.Sipakati@health.mo.gov; sandy.sather@state.mn.us; sara.moss@dhhs.nc.gov; sharon.shore@fns.usda.gov; STEPHANIE.BESS@illinois.gov; fischert1@michigan.gov; Vanessa.Hodack@state.co.us; jason.rivas@wmich.edu; nelda.mercer@gmail.com; bruce.hillman@usda.gov; BienS@michigan.gov



To: All wichealth.org
Partner States




 




From: Jason Rivas




 




Date: November 2, 2016




 




RE: new lesson now available
on wichealth.org




 




 




 




FY-16  new lesson: “Offer Your Baby the Right Foods
as He Grows” is now live on wichealth.org.


It is available under the following lesson
categories:




 




Infants




Children ages 1-5




 




The lesson was placed in the
Children 1-5 category for those parents who have a child that may be somewhat
developmentally delayed.




 




Big thanks to all who
helped review the lesson!




 




Thanks,




 




Jason




 




Jason Rivas, MPA




Associate Director




eHealth
Innovations 




Western Michigan
University




1903 W. Michigan Ave




Kalamazoo, MI 49008




 




269-352-6024




www.joinwichealth.org




 





-- 
Nelda Mercer, MS, RD, FADA
Nutrition Communications Consultant
Ann Arbor, MI

(cell) 734-604-6709
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FISCAL YEAR 2017 MINI-GRANT APPLICATION



Please complete the following information.

		Date of application:

		[bookmark: Text1]        





		Name of individual preparing this request:

		[bookmark: Text2]     





		Name of person to contact regarding this request:

		[bookmark: Text3]     



		Organization:

		[bookmark: Text4]     





		Mailing address:

		[bookmark: Text5]     









		Phone number:

		[bookmark: Text6]     





		E-mail:

		[bookmark: Text7]     





		Total cost of project:

		[bookmark: Text8]$     





		Amount requested from the Alaska Food Coalition:

		[bookmark: Text9]$     





		If successful, checks should be made payable to --- ?

		[bookmark: Text24]     







Please return by mail, email or fax:



Alaska Food Coalition

c/o Food Bank of Alaska

2121 Spar Avenue

Anchorage, AK 99501

Email: afc@foodbankofalaska.org

Fax: 907.227.7368



THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11th, 2016







Please review the grant application guidelines before completing your application.



1. Please provide a brief summary of your organization, including an overview of your organization’s history, an outline of current programs and activities. 150 words max.

[bookmark: Text10]     		















2. Is your organization’s annual budget under $500,000?    

Yes |_|    No |_|     Budget:       



3. Describe the item/project you are requesting funding for. 100 words max.

[bookmark: Text11]     













4. Why is this funding needed, and how will it have a positive, significant impact in both  your agency and your community? 200 words max.

     























5. Describe your involvement with the Alaska Food Coalition, and/or other local and state anti-hunger advocacy work you participate in. 150 words max.

[bookmark: _GoBack]     





















6. Please attach a budget for the proposed project/item.  This might be an online quote for a proposed piece of equipment, a bid from contractor, etc. 
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FISCAL YEAR 2017 MINI-GRANT APPLICATION GUIDELINES



Overview



The Alaska Food Coalition is funding mini-grants of up to $1,000 to member agencies involved in fighting hunger in Alaska.  The funds are intended for small-scale, capacity-building projects that will have a long-term impact on an agency.  The Alaska Food Coalition is primarily interested in funding projects which will lead to more hungry people getting fed and/or improves the quality of food being distributed to hungry people.  Preference for funding will go agencies with limited resources (budgets under $500,000) where funds will have a significant impact.  Preference will also be given to agencies who demonstrate collaboration with other agencies and groups, and engagement in Alaska’s anti-hunger network.



[bookmark: _GoBack]This fiscal year the Alaska Food Coalition is funding a minimum of 5 mini-grants. 



Restrictions



· You must be a current, dues-paying (general) member of the Alaska Food Coalition.  To become an AFC member, contact us.

· Organizations cannot receive funding two years in a row.  Members who applied but did not receive a mini-grant last year are welcome and encouraged to apply again this year.

· Applications seeking to cover operating costs such as the payment of utilities, staff salaries/stipends, or the purchase of food will not be considered. 



Helpful Hints



The Alaska Food Coalition is most interested in straightforward projects which will increase an agency’s capacity to feed hungry Alaskans.  Projects such as purchasing a new refrigerator which will allow a food pantry to distribute fresh dairy items are the sorts of projects that will be most favorably reviewed.  Is the funding requested for a capital project that will have long-term impact on the agency’s ability to feed hungry people?  If you can answer yes, than your project likely qualifies.



In general, applicants are advised to focus their proposal on one significant item rather than several smaller items, unless these items are very closely related by a common theme.  Applicants should make a case as to why their proposed project will help fight hunger in Alaska.  Specifically, they should discuss how their proposal will help them offer more and/or better foods to people in hunger.  If they are applying for funds for repair work, they should explain how their proposal will help them prevent additional people from going hungry. 



Once again, applicants should keep in mind that the reviewers may not be familiar with their program.  Therefore, they should feel free to discuss their agency, its work, and its role in their community. Keep in mind that The Alaska Food Coalition will look most favorably on agencies which are financially stable, receive strong community support, contribute to anti-hunger advocacy and meet a demonstrated need (related to anti-hunger work) in their community.  





Application Procedures



To apply for a 2017 mini-grant, agencies are encouraged to reach out to AFC staff regarding their proposal. If they are confident that the proposal satisfies these criteria, an agency should proceed with its application. Agencies should fill out and return application to the Alaska Food Coalition by Friday, November 11th, 2016. This application is available in hard copy by mail, on the Alaska Food Coalition website, www.alaskafood.org, and via email from the Alaska Food Coalition Manager. Applications may be handwritten, but we would prefer applicants to request an electronic application so they can type in their responses.  



Completed applications can be returned to the Alaska Food Coalition Manager by mail, email or hand.  



Mailing address:

Alaska Food Coalition Manager

c/o Food Bank of Alaska

2121 Spar Avenue

Anchorage, AK  99501

Email address: 

afc@foodbankofalaska.org  



Please address all correspondence to the Alaska Food Coalition Manager. 

									



THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH, 2016.
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November WIC Coordinator’s Teleconference



Best Practices on Video Teleconferencing:

· NSHC (Katy Gonzales) and SCF (Liz Walsh) shared best practices they are currently using in their clinics. 

· Reminder:  The recently updated State policy on VTC requires a plan in place for VTC and that you are able to discuss your plan.  VTCs are now considered a best practice and you are no longer required to meet a certain percentage of completed VTCs.

Update on Pediasure

· Pediasure changed label on bottle- most similar to previous  original “Pediasure” is now called “Pediasure Grow and Gain”

· “Pediasure Sidekicks” is not an allowable product

· Checks will be changed to say “Pediasure Grow and Gain or Grow and Gain with Fiber” -effective tomorrow 

· Remember to login and right-click on the ‘W’ to reset SPIRIT 

· Handout provided with pictures to be shared with staff and clients who are receiving Pediasure checks 

Risk Factor 503 Update

· Presumptive Eligibility for Pregnant Women- Please share updated risk factor attachment with staff 

· Pregnant women who are income-eligible but have not yet been evaluated for nutrition risk can be certified immediately upon application, for up to 60 days.  New Clarification:  Blood test for anemia is not required to be done within 60 days, but is required within 90 days.  

· Best practice- complete the full nutrition assessment at certification or as soon as possible in order to support pregnant women early in the pregnancy with their individual nutrition risks.  

· This is in effect now and requires no updates in SPIRIT.

What happens when SPIRIT goes down?

· Call helpdesk so they can determine if it is an issue with your local agency or a SPIRIT-wide issue

· Assumption is that WIC services continue as normal even when SPIRIT is down- which means there may be some old-fashioned hand-calculations, and data-entry at a later point when SPIRIT is back up, you can mail FI’s or have participants come back to get them.  

New No-Proof and IOU Form

· Policy change that came out of USDA review of certification processes from FY15, allowing us to get into compliance with federal regulations.

· Pregnancy proof is taken off the form

· Form revamped to provide info on estimated income

· There are now two forms- a No Proof form and a Zero Income Form

· Both are available on website by tomorrow (Nov. 4th)- please replace old form with these two updated forms

· Question:  How to document in SPIRIT:  currently not required to scan these into SPIRIT, but LA’s should keep copies;  this is a legitimate reason to put zero in the income in SPIRIT

· Question:  How do we document if a friend is helping with gas/food etc. – fill out the zero income form, and follow-up to determine true income (find out how much $ friend is giving them per month ie. A letter from the friend stating how much they are giving them, or figuring out if they should actually be included in the household)

Update: Proof of Identity 

· Took off ‘Other” in SPIRIT

· Updated SPIRIT to match what is in policy (see attached)

· Question:  Can we use expired forms of ID?  Action Item:  Dana will follow-up

You WIC Benefit Have Ended/Notification of Termination

· New forms are updated on the website – please start using this new forms immediately

· Please use forms in SPIRIT or forms on website only

· Notification of Termination Letters must be sent within 15 days prior to term date- Policy has been updated to clearly state this

· Question:  Cannot wait until they miss their re-certification appointment; but can give when you give them their last checks

· Question:  Where do we find these forms on SPIRIT?  See policy for instructions

· Fair Hearings:  Policy updated to include that fair hearings occur within 3 weeks of the request.  Hearings are conducted at the state

Update:  Referrals

· Policy updated to be ensure referrals and documentation are more consistent and accurate:  Please review and share with staff – fuchsia sections in the updated policy indicate updates/changes

· Added ‘None’ as an option on the SPIRIT list of referrals- though this should used very rarely.  Should only be used if client is already accessing other services and there are truly no additional referrals needed.  

· Updated Family Information Form coming soon- stay tuned!  

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Five state required referrals are  unbundled in SPIRIT  & in January the five state bundled referrals will be taken out.  Staff can select specific referrals pertinent to the participant.  



http:wichealth.org


          
             

         
 
 

 
 

       

 
        

 
 

 

 

 

 
         

 

 
       

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

WIC participant. The family has had difficulty with the local clinic 
regarding insurance and copays and it has been successful for the family and WIC 
when the nurse pays a home visit to collect data. 

1. Article on the CPT1A arctic variant and testing of infants in Alaska 
https://www.adn.com/arctic/2016/10/29/arctic-gene-that-poses-risks-when-fasting-is-
found-in-many-more-infants-now-that-dna-testing-has-begun/ 

2.	 Frozen Strawberry Recall--- Frozen strawberries from Egypt have been linked to illnesses 
and hospitalizations across 9 states in the US resulting in a product recall.  As this is imported 
product, it is highly unlikely that USDA Foods are involved.  Distribution information is not 
available at this time; however, FDA has reports that schools in California may have 
purchased the product through commercial channels. USDA FNS continues to work with its 
partners at HHS FDA and USDA AMS to verify that no USDA Foods are involved. 
Background: On 10/30/2016, the International Company for Agricultural Production & 
Processing (ICAPP) voluntary recalled certain lots of its frozen strawberries in response to an 
investigation of an outbreak of Hepatitis A. 
The recalled products were all distributed for sale to and use in food service establishments 
nationwide -- not for use in food products offered for retail sale to consumers. ICAPP is 
working closely with all of the U.S. distributors of this product to ensure that this recall is 
effective. Schools may have purchased affected products through commercial channels from 
distributors, including Sysco, and are advised to contact their distributors with questions or 
concerns about potentially affected product. 
More information about Hepatitis A can be found at www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hav/. If you 
have additional questions, please contact your State Point of Contact. 

3.	 WIC Monthly teleconference notes attached (thank you Julie!)  I apologize to you all- the 
intent of the WebEx was to record and host it on the website.  I forgot to hit the record 
button, so this WebEx will not be available for later viewing. 

4. From the Western Region Office’s monthly questions and answer’s newsletter sent to 
WIC directors; here is a question pertaining to Alaska’s Military population. 
Q1: If a military service members has the Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS) provided 
(listed under Entitlements on the paystub) and then subtracted out (listed as a Deduction 
on the same paystub), and the BAS code is listed in both sections of the paystub, can staff 
deduct it from the gross income? 
A1:  When a service member dines at a mess hall (military dining facility), they have two 
options of how to pay for their meals:  (1) payroll deduction (reflected in the deduction 
column on the leave and earnings statement (LES)) or (2) cash on hand. 

In the situation described, it seems the service member has opted to use payroll deduction, 
which is why you may see a DSCT/Discount Meal code reflected on the LES.  When 
calculating income for WIC income determination, only gross income is assessed; the 
deduction column should not be considered.  The regulations at 7 CFR 246.7 indicate no 
exception for excluding the Basic Allowance for Subsistence; the BAS is included in 
household income. 

https://www.adn.com/arctic/2016/10/29/arctic-gene-that-poses-risks-when-fasting-is-found-in-many-more-infants-now-that-dna-testing-has-begun/
https://www.adn.com/arctic/2016/10/29/arctic-gene-that-poses-risks-when-fasting-is-found-in-many-more-infants-now-that-dna-testing-has-begun/
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm527273.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Food/RecallsOutbreaksEmergencies/Outbreaks/ucm518775.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hav/


 
        

 
 

 
 

 
         

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

       

 
        

 

 
 

5.	 SPIRIT Utilities New Report “Agency Language Summary” Use this to identify which non-
English  languages your agency ‘s participation includes. The top three non-English languages 
used across the state are Spanish, Hmong and Somali.  A selection of “Other” was actually 
the third selection across the state.  If you have additional languages that are not identified 
on the SPIRIT list, please let the State know so those can be added to the system.  Please 
send any questions or comments to Dana at dana.kent@alaska.gov or 465-5322. 

6.	 What to do when SPIRIT goes down L

No one likes it when the system goes down; but we live in Alaska, right? It’s bound to 
happen.  Be prepared!!  Report SPIRIT outages to the WIC SPIRIT Helpdesk at 
wicspirithelpdesk@alaska.gov or call 334-4900.  The Help Desk will determine whether the 
central server is down or if it is a local agency issue. 

Train your staff and have available resources such as gestation wheels, paper growth charts, 
and a risk factor summary sheet or manual in order for staff to do their jobs with the 
constraints of the system being inoperable. 

Regardless of why SPIRIT is not working, WIC process should continue as scheduled with the 
exception of entering data into SPIRIT, printing FI, and setting up appointments.  This may 
mean some old fashioned ingenuity and manual effort such as assessing growth with hand-
plotted growth charts, calculating weeks gestation, manually assessing and assigning RF in 
order to complete the full nutrition assessment, discussing and documenting which food 
package to assign and then entering all the information into the system once SPIRIT is 
operational. 

Offer to provide FI to the client by mailing or calling the client to pick them up once printed. 
(Client preference.)  Do your best to accommodate participants while they are on-site and 
don’t turn them away! J

7.	 Pediasure: The wording on the checks has been changed, and an example is attached. 
Pediasure checks now read “6 packs of 8 oz Pediasure Grow and Gain or Grow and Gain w/ 
Fiber.” In order to fit the new wording in, we had to drop “any flavor”. Please let participants 
know that any flavor is allowed, if you issue checks for Pediasure. Send all questions and 
comments to Jennifer Johnson at jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov. 

8.	 Wichealth.org added a new lesson: Please see attached email on the new lesson available 
on Wichealth.org- “Offer Your Baby the Right Foods as He Grows”. We hope
Wichealth.org is a valuable resource for you r agency to get nutrition education
completed at a time that’s convenient for participants. Please contact Jennifer
Johnson at jennifer.johnson@alaska.gov with questions or suggestions 

NICE TO KNOW 
Mini Grant due November 11-
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Grants to increase an agency’s capacity to feed hungry Alaskans is available.  Grants are up to $1,000 
to help fight hunger in Alaska.  See details on the mini-grant attachments.  Feel free to forward these 
on to other community partners in an effort to fight hunger in Alaska. 


