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Dear WIC Director: 

You may be aware that the FDA released new information about the possible health effects to infants and 
children from consuming arsenic that may be present in infant rice cereal. We recognize this news may be 
concerning and want to reassure you Gerber® infant rice cereal is safe and already meets the level proposed 
by the FDA. 

Parents carefully consider every spoonful that goes into baby’s mouth, and so do we. We place the health 
and well‐being of baby above all else, and work with ingredient suppliers to ensure our foods are wholesome 
and safe for babies. 

Arsenic is a naturally occurring element in soil and water and therefore is present in grains and produce. We 
have worked closely with our trusted rice supplier and their growers as well as researchers from agricultural 
universities to achieve some of the lowest levels of this element in U.S. grown rice. Through these combined 
actions we already meet the level proposed by the FDA. Prior to the FDA’s announcement Gerber rice cereals 
met the European Union (EU) limit for arsenic in rice used in foods for infants and young children which is 
consistent with the level proposed by the FDA. Gerber supports the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) 
on‐going efforts to ensure the safety of the food supply. The EU standard and the FDA proposed guidance are 
among the strictest and most current available in the world today. 

Iron‐fortified infant cereals are an important part of the WIC Food package for infants from 6‐12 months of 
age. Use of infant cereals helps ensure infants get an adequate intake of iron to support neurocognitive 
development and to help prevent iron deficiency. Iron deficiency as you know can lead to anemia, 
developmental delays and decreased cognitive performance, some of which may persist well into older 
childhood. Our 2008 Feeding and Infant Toddlers Study (FITS) highlights the fact that WIC children between 
the ages of 6‐9 months have higher intake of iron fortified cereal when compared to children who are not a 
part of the WIC program. This is clearly one of the successes of the WIC Program. 
Given the importance of iron‐fortified cereal we recommend infants continue to consume infant cereal from 
a variety of grains, through twelve months of age to ensure adequate intakes of iron. This is consistent with 
the American Academy of Pediatrics guidance. 

Generations of babies have benefited from Gerber® infant cereals, including many infants participating in the 
WIC program. Gerber offers several varieties of WIC eligible infant cereals, including oatmeal, multigrain, 
wheat, and rice. 

If you or your program participants have questions regarding Gerber infant cereals please feel free to contact 
our Parent Resource Center at 1‐800‐487‐7763. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Ewing 
Director, WIC Business Strategy 


