The Kids Don’t Float program is a grass-roots effort to reduce drowning among
children and youth. The KDF program is ideal for the spontaneous boater who
forgot their child’s jacket at home or has an additional child along for the trip.
The KDF program is not designed to take away the responsibility of every boater,
adult or child, from supplying and wearing their own life jacket.
Challenges: Every KDF site sponsor will face the challenge of keeping an
adequate supply of life jackets for their board(s). Each site sponsor must seek
community donations and support, as the main program sponsors cannot supply
new jackets for every board every year.
Support: Program sponsors, primarily the Division of Parks and Outdoor
Recreation, Office of Boating Safety, plan to purchase a limited number of life
jackets for active Kids Don’t Float loaner boards for the upcoming boating
season. The Seventeenth Coast Guard District and the State Section of Injury
Prevention and Emergency Medical Services, Injury Surveillance and Prevention
Unit provided additional KDF materials and information.
Be a Part of The Kids Don’t Float Program!
Kids Don’t Float Sign-up Process:
1. Identify a location that you think needs a lifejacket loaner station.
2. Organize/designate a group who would like to sponsor the site.
3. Decide how you would establish the site, the display design you want to
use, and how you will monitor the site to check/replace PFDs.
4. Designate a contact person for the group.
5. Join the program through the KDF sign-up form online.
6. Receive PFDs, sign, and construct the loaner site.
7. Provide feedback at least once a year through the KDF site survey.
8. Notify us as soon as possible, if any one’s life has been saved as a result
of the program, with any details that you can obtain.
9. Provide information to the program if the program becomes inactive or if
the sponsorship or contact person changes.
Kids Don’t Float Site Renewal/Update:
1. Fill out the online form with updated information or requests for additional
PFDs, signs, or other program materials.
2. Remember that it is very important to provide feedback, lives saved,
new site sponsors, and if sites become inactive!

