Marijuana Use in fllaska

Personal recreational marijuana has been legal for use
by adults in Alaska since 2015. Retail sales began in
late 2016. Here’s what we know about its impact on
public health and safety.
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Total marijuana tax revenue FY17: $1,748,848
Total marijuana tax revenue FY18 (first 5 months): $3,784,599
Total marijuana tax as of

November 2017:2 $5,533,447
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Other than alcohol, marijuana is the drug most commonly used by high
school students who use drugs. The percentage of high school students
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the past month, include:

¢ Depression: Youth who have used marijuana in the past month are 2
times as likely to have felt so sad or hopeless that they stopped doing
usual activities during the past year

e Suicide Ideation: Youth who have used marijuana in the past month
are 3 times as likely to have seriously considered attempting suicide and
made a plan about how they would attempt suicide during the past year
e Suicide Attempt: Youth who have used marijuana in the past month
are 4 times as likely to have attempted suicide one or more times during
the past year®




Adults can help reduce youth marijuana use:

e Supportive Teachers: Youth who agree that teachers care and
encourage them are less likely to have used marijuana in the past
month.

¢ Talking With Parents: Youth whose parents talk with them about
what they are doing in school every day are less likely to have used
marijuana in past month.

e Community Connections: Youth who feel connected to their
community are less likely to have used marijuana in the past
month.

e After-school Programs: Youth who take part in after-school
activities are less likely to have used marijuana in the past month.?

Among Alaska adults ages 18 and older
during 2008-2009 to 2013-2014, there
was a statistically significant decrease in
pregnancy the perception of great risk of monthly

. 10
In 2015 in Alaska, about 15% of marijuana use.

pregnant women reported smoking
marijuana in the 12 months
before getting pregnant, about

6% reported smoking
marijuana during
pregnancy, and about

o 8% reported smoking
marijuana since their
o baby was born.’

Marijuana during pregnancy
There is no known safe amount of
marijuana to use while pregnant.
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Response

Establishing a sustainable public health program aimed at preventing
marijuana misuse and addiction is vital to keeping all Alaskans healthy
and safe. It's important to keep the public informed of the potential health
effects of marijuana products and trends in use.
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