
 

ECHO Summaries, Week of Nov. 23-27  

As a reminder, the opinions of the HUB team members and presenters are their own and do 

not necessarily represent those of UAA, CHD, DHSS, or any ECHO sponsors. 

For recordings and notes: ECHO AK Public Health COVID-19 Response 

Vaccine Media Pop-Up ECHO Overview, Monday, 11/23/20 

Synopsis: The purpose of this ECHO is to discuss the progress of the COVID-19 vaccination (such 

as planning and distribution) in Alaska with the media. The overall theme discussed by Dr. Anne 

Zink, Dr. Joseph McLaughlin, Dr. Robert Onders, Tessa Walker Linderman, Verné Boerner, 

Commissioner Adam Crum, Clinton Bennett, and other HUB team members and panelists were 

“partnerships'' and highlighted how entities, organizations,  tribes and communities, and 

individuals are working together for a COVID-19 vaccination in Alaska. Tessa Walker Linderman 

clarified that Alaska’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) has been preparing 

the state on the allocation of approved COVID-19 vaccine(s) and will continue to work with local 

healthcare providers and communities. Dr. Zink noted that in order for a vaccine to be 

approved, it must be proven to be safe and effective. Alaska’s vaccine timeline is December 

11th for Pfizer and December 18th for Moderna. The vaccine will be released in several phases, 

as recommended by key advisory groups. Dr. Zink reminds Alaskans that until we have a 

vaccine, we have to mind the three w’s: wear a mask, watch your distance, wash your hands. 

Links: 

Alaska's COVID-19 Vaccine Webpage 

CDC MMWR ACIP Guidance 

 

Science ECHO Overview, Wednesday, 11/25/20  

Synopsis: Questions during this ECHO were around side effects of the vaccine, antibody testing, 

and what the state is doing about future messaging. HUB team members and presenters 

discussed the known side effects and were listed and explained in as much detail as possible. 

The CDC hasn't responded yet about if people who’ve already had COVID will be allowed to get 

https://chd.app.box.com/s/mtny6d1d9ygssxrrb16afr13hcc39ond
http://covidvax.alaska.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6947e3.htm?s_cid=mm6947e3_w


the vaccine or where they’d fall on the priority list. Antibody tests won’t be required before 

getting a vaccine. The state assured viewers that messaging around the process, distribution, 

and details of the vaccine are being developed now. It was stated that airport positivity results 

are increasing, showing that people are traveling while not knowing they’re sick. 

Links: 

Celebrating holidays safely 

CDC Thanksgiving Guidance 

Play Every Day Blog 

New Holiday Message from Dr. Zink 

DHSS Facebook 

DHSS Instagram 

DHSS Twitter 

DHSS COVID-19 Website 

DHSS Shareable Materials 

Sign Up for DHSS COVID-19 Communications 

Testing Information 

DHSS Coping with Stress 

CDC Coping with Stress 

DHSS Winter Resiliency 

Careline Alaska 

 

Vaccine ECHO Overview, Thursday, 11/25/20  

Synopsis: Today’s discussion with Dr. Anne Zink, Dr. Joe McLaughlin, Dr. Liz Ohlsen, Dr. 

Coleman Cutchins, Dr. Louisa Castrodale, Bryan Fisher, Timothy Struna, Clinton Bennett, Anna 

Frick and other HUB team members and presenters focused on the timeline, distribution 

process and priorities of the vaccine. Federal, state, Trivial, military, and community partners 

are making plans to ship the vaccine to all of Alaska’s communities. The federal government will 

oversee a centralized system to order, distribute, and track COVID vaccines. Alaska’s shipping 

plans will remain flexible as we find out more about how many doses are available and who the 

CDC recommends for vaccination. Phase A will be hospitals, pharmacies, community health 

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/holidays.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/PlayEveryDay/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.reddit.com/r/AnchorageCovid19/comments/k1oh5l/holiday_message_from_dr_zink/
https://www.facebook.com/alaska.dhss/
https://www.instagram.com/deldhss/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/alaska_dhss?lang=en
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/default.aspx
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/shareables.aspx
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/communications.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/testing.html
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/coping.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/general.aspx
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dbh/Documents/Prevention/docs/Careline-Brochure-General.pdf


centers, and skilled nursing facilities. Employers can’t require or mandate vaccines. Hospital 

capacity remains highly strained. 

 

Links: 

ACIP Page 

Full CDC MMWR Report 

Dr. Butler Address Registration Link 

COVID-19 Vaccine Webpage 

Flyer for Dr. Butler’s Presentation 

Community Partner Page 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html
https://alaska.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-yaMPkytQcqs1WMwUlg0dg
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.slideshare.net/ChristineDingle/doctor-butlers-hemorrhoid-fissure-ointment-hemorrhoid-cream
https://com-part-net.com/

