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SUMMARY

On October 19, 1999, a heavy equipment operator was

crushed after being ejected from the operator’s compart-

ment of a front-end loader when it went off a road and

began rolling down a slope.  The operator (the victim)

was driving to a logging camp from a work site.  Tracks

on the road indicated that the loader moved to the edge

of the road, went down the slope, rolled over, and

ejected the victim from the operator’s compartment.  The

victim was crushed beneath the loader.  A log truck driver

saw the loader on the slope and radioed the camp

manager to report the loader’s location and possible

injury since he did not see the operator.  The driver found

the victim approximately 100 feet down slope from the

road.  Alaska State Troopers were notified, and the

victim was declared dead at the scene.

Based on the findings of the investigation, to prevent

similar occurrences, employers should:

• Ensure that all machinery is inspected and

repaired prior to use and that employees not use

equipment and motorized vehicles that are not in

serviceable condition;

• Ensure that all brakes on motorized vehicles and

equipment are functional and capable of stopping

the equipment while carrying the manufacturer’s

maximum recommended load;

• Ensure that all motorized vehicles are equipped

with functional seatbelts and that seatbelts are

inspected on a regular basis;

• Ensure that inspection, maintenance and repair

records are maintained on site and are kept up

to date.


