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WHO IS IN VACTRAK? 
PATIENTS & VACCINATIONS BY YEAR IN MILLIONS 
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WHO CONTRIBUTES TO VACTRAK? 

 234 Organizations 

 Over 800 Facilities/Locations 
 73% Electronic data exchange 

 27% Manual data entry 

 Over 3000 user accounts 
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Hospitals 
4% Pharmacies 
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Schools 
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Public Health  
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Pediatrics 
6% 
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Other 
5% 

VACTRAK CONTRIBUTORS 2015 
ORGANIZATIONS BY PERCENT 
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PHARMACY REPORTING TO VACTRAK 

 Regulation changes 
 SB 71 Collaborative Practice Agreements 

became law Aug 9, 2015 

 7 AAC 27.650 Reporting to VacTrAK became 
law Dec 29, 2013 

 Challenges 

 Opportunities 

8 



SCHOOL NURSE PARTICIPATION  
IN VACTRAK 

 Schools=17 

 FERPA interpretation influences schools and school nurse’s ability to 
share student medical records much the way HIPAA applies to health 
care providers. 

 

9 



PUBLIC AND TRIBAL HEALTH 

 

 Deceivingly large contributors. 

 Includes all the village heath 
centers and vaccinators,  
regional health centers and 
itinerant nurses that travel 
throughout the state.  
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PEDIATRICS, PRIVATE 
PRACTICE, HOSPITALS, OTHER 
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CONSOLIDATED PATIENT  
IMMUNIZATION RECORD 

 Patients have many 
choices when it 
comes to receiving  
vaccinations 

 Each contributor to 
VacTrAK plays an 
important role in 
patient’s health and 
safety 

 Important to have 
complete 
Immunization record 
all in one place 
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SITE VISITS 
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PROVIDER SITE VISITS 

General 
Required by CDC 
VFC enrolled providers 
Results entered into CDC tools as required = CDC 

monitors 
 State and federal requirements for receiving state-supplied 

vaccine can be found in the Alaska Vaccine Distribution Handbook 
 

14 



SITE VISITS 
AFIX (Assessment, Feedback, Incentives, and 

eXchange) 
 Purpose 

 

 Tools  
 VacTrAK data, coverage rate and missed opportunity 

reports 

 CDC developed survey and action plans 

 CDC’s reporting tool and state level coverage rate 
dashboard 
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SITE VISITS 

Quality Assurance and Education 
 Purpose 

 

 

 

 Tools 

 Questionnaires and CDC Site Visit Reviewer Guides 

 CDC’s reporting tool and compliance dashboards (state and 
provider level)  
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Individual provider’s compliance visit results 



SITE VISITS 
January 1 through September 25, 2015  

80% of Alaska’s providers visited were noncompliant 
CDC views noncompliant issues as potential fraud or abuse  

 

Most common issues found during VFC Compliance Visits: 
 Vaccines are not ordered/offered for the children and adolescents served 
 Administration fee for non-Medicaid VFC-eligible children is too high 

 Not to exceed $ 27.44 
 Hand written temperature logs are incomplete   

 Still a CDC requirement even with use of LogTags 
 Back up thermometer has no current, valid calibration certificate 
 Vaccine Information Statements (VIS) publication dates are not documented for 

each vaccine administered 
 

State and federal requirements are found in the Alaska Vaccine Distribution Handbook 
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SITE VISITS 

$ 27.44 is the vaccine administration fee cap for a non-
Medicaid VFC-eligible child 

 True 

 False 
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SITE VISITS 

State and federal requirements for receiving state-supplied 
vaccine can be found in the Alaska Vaccine Distribution 
Handbook 

 True 

 False 
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Vaccination Coverage Rates 

 

Stephanie Massay 
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Year 

Alaska Vaccine-specific coverage among children 19-35 months,  
National Immunization Survey 1995-2014 

MMR (1+)

DTP/DTaP (4+)

Polio (3+)

Hib (Full-series 3+)

Hep B (3+)

Varicella (2+)

PCV (4+)

Rotavirus

Hep A (2+)

The Healthy People 2020 target for coverage is 90% for all these vaccines with the exception of rotavirus (80%) and HepA (85%) 
Abbreviations:  MMR=measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine; DTP/DTaP=diphtheria, tetanus toxoids, and pertussis vaccine/diphtheria, 
tetanus toxoids, and acellular pertussis vaccine; Hib=Haemophilus influenzae type B vaccine; HepB=hepatitis B vaccine; 
PCV=pneumococcal conjugate vaccine; HepA=hepatitis A vaccine. 



Vaccine Coverage Goal  
Children Aged 19-35 Months 

Target for composite vaccine series 4:3:1:3:3:1:4  
>4 doses of DTaP, >3 doses of poliovirus vaccine, 
>1 MMR, full series of Hib (3 or 4 depending upon 
product), >3 doses of Hep B, >1 doses of varicella, 
and 4 doses of PCV. 
• Healthy Alaskans 2020  75% 
• Healthy People 2020  80% 



*Includes >4 doses  DTaP/DT/DTP, > 3 doses polio,  > 1 dose MMR, full 
series Hib,> 3 doses Hep B,  > 1 dose varicella,and > 4 doses PCV 

State/Area 4:3:1:4:3:1:4 
Vaccine Series* 

US National 71.6% 

Alaska 67.3% 

Estimated  Vaccine Coverage Among Children Aged 
19-35  Months ,NIS 2014 

MMWR 2015; 64(33): 889-96 



Estimated Vaccine Coverage for the Standard 
Composite Series* among Children Aged 19-35 
Months 

CDC National Immunization Survey Data 
*Standard series by year 2000-2001 4:3:1:3:3, 2002-2006 4:3:1:3:3:1, 2007-2012 4:3:1:3:3:1:4  
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Socioeconomic Disparity in District B 

Average Disparity 
19-35 mos:  13.4% 

Average Disparity 
7-15 mos:  18.2% 



Bottom line:  Poor On-time Vaccination 

Our kids fall behind by 5 months and further behind 
by 7 months 

The lag remains into mid toddlerhood, and only later 
do our kids catch up (incompletely) 

This suggests two likely factors 
 Missed opportunities (i.e., lack of effective reminder/recall systems) 

 Inadequate access (defined broadly) to well child care or vaccines 



CDC Kindergarten Survey Data 



The really positive message here is that 
even though we hear a lot about vaccine 
refusal, most parents choose to protect 
their children. 
Dr. Amanda Cohn, a pediatrician with 
CDC. 
 

 



Estimated vaccination coverage with selected vaccines and doses among 
adolescents aged 13–17 years,by survey year —  National 
Immunization Survey–T een,United States,2006–2014 

MMWR, July 31, 2015 / 64(29);784-792 

HPV 1d fem 
 

HPV 1d male 

HPV 3d fem 
 

HPV 3d male 





Seasonal Flu Vaccination Coverage by Age 
Group and Season, United States, 2009-2015 

Data sources: National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-Flu) and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System (BRFSS) 



Adult Immunization Coverage Rates 2010 - 
2013  
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Zoster, age ≥60 

Pneumococcal, age 19-64 at high risk

Pneumococcal, age ≥65 

Tetanus past 10y, age 19-64

Tetanus past 10y, age ≥65 

2013
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2011

2010

Source: National Health Interview Surveys : Healthy People 2020 target 

Coverage rate (%) 

34 



Improvements in Some Adult Immunizations 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Tdap, HCP 19-64 yrs

HPV (≥1 dose), Women 19-26 yrs 

Coverage for zoster vaccine also increased 2011-2013 (16%24%), though still below 
Healthy People 2020 target of 30% 

2013 
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Source: National Health Interview Surveys 
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Coverage rate (%) 
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Adult Immunization Rates Still Low 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Hep B ≥3 doses, HCP ≥19 yrs 

Tdap, HCP 19-64 yrs

HPV (≥1 dose), Men 19-26 yrs 

HPV (≥1 dose), Women 19-26 yrs 
2013 
2012 
2011 

Improving but still only 37% 

Increased in 2013 but long way to go 

Improving but still only 38% 

Source: National Health Interview Surveys : Healthy People 2020 target 
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Not improving and 
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Coverage rate (%) 
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Group  2011-12  

(%)  

2012-13 
(%)  

2013-14 
(%)* 

2014-15 

(%) 

Difference 
(%)  

  Persons > 18 yrs 38.8 41.5 42.4 43.6 4.8 

    Persons 18-49 yrs, all 28.6 31.1 32.3 33.5 4.9 

    Persons 50-64 yrs 42.7 45.1 45.3 47.0 4.3 

    Persons ≥ 65 yrs 64.9  66.2  65.0 66.7 1.8 

Influenza Vaccination Coverage Among  
U.S. Adults By Season   

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/index.htm 37 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/index.htm


Diseases Haven’t Disappeared 

Most vaccine-preventable disease rates are 
low in the US, but this isn’t true everywhere in 
the world. 



Recent Examples of VPDs in Alaska 
Vaccine Preventable Disease  Cases in Alaska 

Hepatitis A 1 case in Alaska in 2014 
-Acquired while travelling in Mexico 

Hepatitis B -1-5 cases/yr   (mainly in IDUs) 

H flu Invasive Disease 21 cases in 2013; 23 cases in 2014 

Influenza >1000 lab-confirmed cases last year 
5 reported deaths in the 2013-14 season 
-Sustained summer activity (H3 and B) 

Measles  1 case in Alaska in May 2015 
-Adult with recent travel to central Asia 

Meningococcal Dz 3 cases in 2014 

Mumps 1 case imported from Asia in 2014 
-Woman exposed in Japan 

Pertussis 356 cases in 2012; 308 cases in 2013; 165 cases in 2014 

Pneumococcal Invasive Dz 111 cases in 2013; 86 cases in 2014 

Tetanus 1 case in Alaska in 2014 and 1 case in 2012 
-Hand wound (2014) and rusty nail (2012) 

Varicella 31–64 cases/year during 2009–2014 39 
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