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The SHARP Loan Repayment Program has helped provide access to
healthcare throughout Alaska for over 10 years. To date, the program has
supported over 250 health care practitioners operating in 57 sites across the
state. That support for service translates into thousands of Alaskans getting
access to the health care they need. Indian Health Service beneficiaries,
Veterans, Medicaid beneficiaries, Medicare recipients, Alaskans in rural and
remote communities, and those seeking specialty care have all benefited
from the SHARP program.

The original SHARP program started as a Federal-State collaboration.

State Legislators and other leaders in healthcare improved the program by
creating a version that works better here in Alaska. Now in its third iteration,
the SHARP-3 concept envisions a PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP that offers all
the benefits of the original program, adds greater flexibility for practitioner
participation, and DOES NOT REQUIRE ANY STATE GENERAL FUNDING.
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