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By Linda Fiechtl, NRO ICWA Specialist

As Beverly plans her well-earned retirement, it is with 
a sad heart that 

I write this tribute 
to my friend and 
mentor. I remember 
first hearing of Bev 
as the worker in 
Anchorage at the 
ICWA Help Desk. 
I had no idea what 
that meant and 
figured it was just 
“an Anchorage 
thing” that we 
didn’t have. I soon 
learned that Bev’s 
dedication knows 
no boundaries and 
have always found 
her willing to assist 
any workers from 
any part of the state with issues related to ICWA. My 
lasting friendship with Bev became cemented in our many 
hours and miles of road trips doing KWYA workshops 
starting back in 2009. We came to know each other so 
well we could finish each other’s sentences. Bev’s giving 
heart in terms of her love, time and generosity to those 
in need has been a role model for me. I have always 
appreciated her approachability and felt I could talk with 
her about anything without any fear of judgment.  

Thank you Bev — for sharing yourself with us over these 
many years. I have a feeling that retirement for you will 
not include a rocking chair! 

Best wishes, Chickadee.

"Bev's dedication knows no boundaries," 
says Linda Fiechtl (left) of her friend and 
colleagueBeverly Oskolkoff.

Farewell ...  
to Beverly OskolkoffKeep your baby 

sleeping safely!

Babies are SAFEST when 
they sleep:

 Alone
  On their Backs
 In their Cribs

Your baby needs lots 
of room to breathe.
When babies don’t sleep in 
cribs, help protect them by 
putting them to sleep: 

 On their backs on a firm surface.
 In places where there is no risk of 
falling or being trapped by furniture 
or walls.

 In places where there is nothing 
nearby that could block their 
breathing, like a blanket, pillow, toy, 
or person – especially one under 
the influence of alcohol, drugs, or 
medications. 

 In a tobacco-free environment.

It’s as simple as 
A, B, C. 

Alaska babies die every year from 
unsafe sleeping conditions. Many of 
these deaths are preventable.  

Contact the Section of Women’s, Children’s, & Family Health at 
907.269.3400 or http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/wcfh/Pages/perinatal/ 
for pamphlets or information.


