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AFD EMS 
Service Area
• 1,963 square miles
• Pop. 298,695 (2015)
• By ordinance, AFD has 

responsibility for providing 
EMS throughout the MOA

• Anchorage FD – 11 
ambulances

• Chugiak VFD - 3 
ambulances

• Girdwood FD – 2 
ambulances

• AFD Dispatch – All 911 
Fire/EMS in MOA except 
TSAIA and JBER (also 
dispatches LifeMed Ground 
Ambulance and ASP)



AFD Dispatch Inbound/Outbound Call 
Distribution



AFD EMS Incident and Transport 
Numbers

Year EMS Change % change Transports Change % change

2010 19,894 14,022

2011 19,555 -339 -1.70% 14,261 239 1.70%

2012 21,436 1,881 9.62% 15,934 1673 11.73%

2013 21,221 -215 -1.00% 15,867 -67 -0.42%

2014 20,718 -503 -2.37% 16,818 951 5.99%

2015 22,641 1,923 9.28% 18,670 1852 11.01%

2016 24,177 1,536 6.78% 19,358 688 3.69%

2017 YTD 7/31 14,819 12,036

2017 Extrapolated 25,404 1,227 5.08% 20,633 1,275 6.59%
2010 thru 2016 
Change EMS Runs 21.53%EMS Transports: 38.05%

2010 thru 2017 
Change EMS Runs 27.70%EMS Transports: 47.15%



AFD Pediatric Transports
January 2015 – October 2017

 Pediatrics represents 3% of total transports 
 Less than 1 Year: 234
 Age 1 – 5: 567
 Ages 6-10: 292
 Ages 11-15: 587
 Status 1: 40
 Status 2: 423
 Status 3: 1217

 ALS Interventions – 986    BLS Interventions - 694



Primary Impressions (Chief Complaint)
January 2015 – October 2017

1. Traumatic Injuries and Pain (Trauma) – 476
 Falls and MVCs most common MOI

2. Seizures – 349
3. General Illness - 148
4. Respiratory Distress – 135

 Unconscious/ALOC - 89
 Allergic Reactions - 84
 Poisoning – 56
 Behavioral/Psychiatric – 44



AFD Pediatric Training

 Paramedics are required to obtain 6 hours of pedi
CME every two years (out of 120 total hours)

 EMTs are required to obtain 2 hours of pedi CME 
every two years (out of 48 total hours)

 AFD utilizes PEPP (Pediatric Education for 
Prehospital Professionals) as its standard pediatric 
training model. Full two-day courses offered 
multiple times each.

 AFD pediatric training content annually far 
exceeds licensure/certification requirements.



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Criteria Based Dispatching (CBD)



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Handtevy™ Prehospital System 



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Perimortal Policy

AFD Policy
This section shall define AFD policy regarding situations 
that involve patients that have been determined to be 
beyond resuscitation. Included are guidelines and 
information pertaining to SUID, obvious death, those 
patients that do not respond to advanced life support 
resuscitation efforts, and expected home death/Comfort-
One patients

It is the policy of the AFD to assume that a reasonable 
chance of resuscitation exists unless otherwise addressed 
in this document.



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID)

AFD Policy
In recognition of CDC guidelines concerning death 
scene investigation for victims of SUID, it shall be 
the policy of the Anchorage Fire Department not to 
transport those patients under twelve months of age 
believed to have expired as a result of sudden infant 
death syndrome in circumstances when no 
resuscitation efforts have been undertaken.



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Comfort One/Do Not Resuscitate

AFD Policy
When AFD is called to respond to a confirmed expected home death 
or Comfort One patient, the closest resource will respond Code 
Yellow to confirm that the patient is without signs of life.  If another 
call of an emergency nature is received, and the unit responding is the 
closest available, that unit will divert to the emergency call and the 
next closest resource will be dispatched to the original call.  It is the 
responsibility of the EMT or MICP to assess the needs of the family 
for emotional support and ascertain whether logistical assistance in 
dealing with the deceased is required.  A Chaplain may be contacted 
through AFD dispatch to assist the family or caregivers of the patient 
at the discretion of the EMT or MICP.



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Safe Surrender of Infants Policy & Procedure



AFD Pediatric Protocols
Mandatory Reporting – Child Abuse and Neglect



AFD Community Risk Reduction 
Programs

 AFD Child Passenger Safety Seat Program 
partnership with Safe Kids Alaska began in 2004
 66 certified CPS Technicians, including 4 instructors, 

on staff (25% of CPS Techs in Alaska)
 Hosted a minimum of 3 Safe Kids Alaska CPS checkup 

events annually at Department sites or events such as 
the AFD Open House (36+ events in 12 years)

 Reported more than 1,361 individual car seat 
inspections at AFD fire stations in the past 9 years 
(2008-2016)



AFD Community Risk Reduction 
Programs

 Anchorage Bike Helmet Project partnership with 
Safe Kids Alaska began in 2006
 AFD fire stations serve as the primary helmet fitting, 

education, and distribution points to children and teens 
from families without the resources to provide helmets

 The Anchorage Bike Helmet Project has fit and 
distributed more than 30,000 bike helmets to children 
and teens since 2006



AFD Community Risk Reduction 
Programs

 Fire Education and Prevention
 Every October, AFD crews will visit schools, 

daycares and other facilities to provide direct fire 
safety education and drills to children of all age 
groups

 Groups tours of AFD fire stations throughout the 
year

 “Every 15 Minutes” Events
 AFD crews attend high school events designed to 

demonstrate to teenagers the potentially dangerous 
consequences of drinking alcohol and texting while driving



AFD Community Risk Reduction 
Programs

 “Walk This Way” Events with Safe Kids Alaska
 Child pedestrian safety events at local schools

 Public Service Announcements
 Fire and injury prevention and education PSAs released 

regularly via website, social media, local media outlets
 

              



AFD Community Risk Reduction 
Programs

 Prescription Medication Disposal Bags
 All AFD fire stations, ambulances and fire 

apparatus carry Project HOPE disposal bags 
available to the public

 Project HOPE Opioid Rescue Kit Replacements
 All AFD ambulances and fire apparatus carry a Narcan 

overdose kit to replace kits used by civilians prior to 
AFD arrival



Questions?
Email: ScheunemannEA@muni.org

mailto:ScheunemannEA@muni.org
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