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• One in nine (11%) Alaskan high school students were 
hit, slapped, or physically hurt by their boyfriend or 
girlfriend one or more times during the past 12 
months. The prevalence was similar for males (10.5%) 
and females (10.9%).† 

 
• Approximately one-third (34%) of Alaskan high 

school students had property (such as car, clothing, or 
books) stolen or damaged on school property during 
the past 12 months.† 

 
Disparities 
• Among Alaskan high school students, males were 

nearly 5 times more likely to have carried a weapon, 
(such as a gun, knife, or club) on one or more of the 
past 30 days than girls (30% and 6.3%, respectively) 
and they were 7 times more likely to have carried a 
weapon on school property (12% and 1.7%, 
respectively).† 

 
• Compared to females, male high school students were 

significantly more likely to have been in one or more 
physical fights during the past 12 months (34% and 
20%, respectively).† 

 
Economic Loss 
Economic loss was not evaluated. 
 
Interventions & Recommendations 
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 
ongoing monitoring of trends and characteristics of 
violence, through public health tracking of violent injuries.1  
Interventions to reduce youth violence will be 
multidisciplinary and will include programs to reduce gang 
involvement,2 school bullying,3 date violence,4 and 
violence associated with drug dependency.5,6 It may also 
involve interventions directly early in a child’s life, such as 
during elementary school.7 
 
Intervention Effectiveness 
Various interventions have demonstrated varying degrees 
of effectiveness. The best mix of strategies for Alaskan 
youth has not been determined. Ongoing surveillance to 
identify high-risk groups and risk factors for violence will 
increase the chance that adopted interventions will be 
effective locally. 
 

Seriousness 
 
Healthy People 2010 Targets and National Data 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Alaska has met the Healthy People 2010 goal to 
reduce the percentage of high school students that 
were in a physical fight to less than 32%. 

 
• The percentage of Alaskan high school students that 

carried a weapon on school property was nearly 1.5 
times higher than the HP2010 goal, and slightly higher 
than the national average. 

 
Severity 
Victims of violence can suffer psychological trauma, 
physical injuries, disability, and death.  During 1997-2001, 
assault was the 4th leading cause of non-fatal 
hospitalization among Alaskan teens ages 15-19 and it was 
the 3rd leading cause of death among this age group over 
the last decade with a rate of 10.3 per 100,000 population.  
Assault was the 3rd leading cause of death among Alaskan 
children ages 10-14 years. 
 
Urgency 
• Nearly 1 in 5 (18%) Alaskan high school students 

carried a weapon (such as a gun, knife, or club) and 
6.7% carried a gun on one or more of the past 30 days. 
Compared to 1995 there has been a significant decline 
in both of these behaviors, with a prevalence of 24% 
and 9.1%, respectively.† 

 
• Among Alaskan high school students, 8.1% were 

threatened or injured with a weapon on school 
property on one or more days during the last year and 
4.1% did not go to school on one or more of the last 30 
days because they didn’t feel safe.  There has been no 
significant change in either of these behaviors 
compared to 1995.† 

 

Youth Violence in Alaska 
 

Indicator Alaska 
2003† 

Nation 
2003^ 

Healthy 
People 

2010 
Goal* 

Percent of adolescents grades 9 
through 12 that were in a 
physical fight 

27.1% 33.0% 32% 

Percent of adolescents grades 9 
through 12 that carried a 
weapon on school property 

7.1% 6.1% 4.9% 
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Capacity 
Propriety 
Youth violence is a critical public health concern.  
Monitoring and assessing youth violent behaviors and 
injury through existing data collection systems is within the 
overall mission of the Women’s, Children’s, and Family 
Health Section.  Reducing youth violence is a national 
objective (HP2010). 
 
Economic Feasibility 
It would be feasible to monitor and assess youth violence 
behaviors, violence associated deaths and hospitalizations 
through existing data collection systems. The interventions 
necessary to reduce youth violence will likely be expensive 
and require sustained support. 
 
Acceptability 
Acceptability of reducing youth violence was not 
evaluated. 
 
Resources 
Data sources: Alaska Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
(YRBS); Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics; Alaska Trauma 
Registry. 
 
Legality 
Various aspects of youth violence monitoring and 
prevention raise legal issues. For example the Anchorage 
School District elected to require parental consent for 
YRBS, the primary surveillance measure of youth 
violence. Punitive approaches to youth violence are highly 
variable between legal jurisdictions. Interventions such as 
reducing children’s exposure to corporal punishment may 
be seen by some as governmental interference in family 
matters. 
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