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Medicare Minute Script – May 2019 
Part B and Part D Prescription Drug Coverage 

 
Today we will learn some of Medicare’s rules for coverage of prescription drugs. 

Point 1: Understand when Medicare Parts A, B, and D cover prescription drugs 
Part A covers the drugs you need during a Medicare-covered stay in a hospital or skilled nursing facility, or 
drugs that you take for pain and symptom management for your terminal condition while you are being 
covered by Medicare’s hospice benefit. 
Part B covers most drugs administered by your physician or someone under the supervision of your 
physician, or at a dialysis facility, but the provider or facility must buy and supply the drugs. Part B also 
covers some outpatient prescription drugs, mainly certain oral cancer drugs (for chemotherapy). Part D (as in 
“dog”) cannot pay for any of your drugs that are covered by Part B (as in “boy”). 
Part D covers most outpatient prescription drugs (drugs you fill at the pharmacy). Check your plan’s list of 
covered drugs (known as a formulary) to find out whether it covers the drugs you need. 
 

Point 2: Understand the circumstances when certain drugs are covered by Part B or Part D. 
There are several drugs that may be covered by Part B or Part D, depending on what they are used for and 
how or where they are administered. Some of these drugs include: 

• Injectable drugs: Part B covers injectable drugs if you usually cannot administer the drug yourself 
and your doctor provides and administers it to you. Part D generally covers injectable drugs that you 
buy at the pharmacy, whether a doctor administers the drug, or you administer it yourself. 

• Vaccines: Most vaccines that your doctor recommends you get are covered by Part D. However, 
there are certain vaccines that are always covered by Part B—influenza (flu) shots, pneumonia shots, 
and hepatitis B shots for people who are at medium or high risk of contracting hepatitis B. Part B also 
covers vaccines after you have been exposed to a dangerous virus or disease, such as tetanus.  

• Insulin: Part D covers insulin and related medical supplies used to self-inject insulin (syringes, 
gauze, and alcohol swabs). Part B may cover insulin that you use with an insulin pump. Insulin 
pumps, related supplies, and the insulin used with these pumps are covered as durable medical 
equipment (DME) if you meet Medicare’s coverage criteria. 

• Immunosuppressants: Part B covers your immunosuppressants if you received your transplant in a 
Medicare-approved facility and you had Medicare Part A at the time of your transplant. Part D covers 
immunosuppressants if you did not have Part A at the time of your transplant or you did not have 
your transplant in a Medicare-approved facility. 

 

Point 3: Know what to do if your drugs are being billed to the wrong part of Medicare. 
If you believe that your provider is having trouble billing correctly, or if coverage of your medication is 
being denied because the medication was billed to the wrong part of Medicare, ask your provider or 
pharmacist to submit the claims to the correct part of Medicare. If they have questions about how to submit 
these claims, ask them to contact your plan. If you have Original Medicare, they should contact the Medicare 
Administrative Contractor with their questions about Part A or B claims. Remember: if payment for your  
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medication is denied by Original Medicare or your Medicare Advantage or Part D plan, you have the right to 
appeal the denial. Ask your doctor for their help providing Medicare or your plan with information needed to 
successfully appeal. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Local SHIP Contact Information Local SMP Contact Information 

SHIP toll-free: SMP toll-free: 

SHIP email: SMP email: 

SHIP website: SMP website: 

To find a SHIP in another state: 
Call 877-839-2675 or visit 
www.shiptacenter.org. 

To find an SMP in another state: 
Call 877-808-2468 or visit 
www.smpresource.org. 

 

The production of this document was supported by Grant Numbers 90SATC0001 and 90MPRC0001 from the 
Administration for Community Living (ACL). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the SHIP National 

Technical Assistance Center (SHIP TA Center) and Senior Medicare Patrol National Resource Center (SMP 
Resource Center) and do not necessarily represent the official views of ACL. 

Take Action:  
1. Call 1-800-MEDICARE for help understanding the costs and coverage rules for Part B drugs if 

you have Original Medicare. If you have Medicare Advantage, call your plan for this information. 
2. Contact your Part D plan for information about the costs and coverage rules for Part D drugs. 
3. Contact your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) if you need help appealing a drug 

denial.  
4. Contact your Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) if you believe you are the victim of Medicare fraud or 

abuse. 

http://www.shiptacenter.org/
mailto:info@shiptacenter.org
http://www.smpresource.org/
mailto:info@smpresource.org
http://www.medicareinteractive.org/
http://www.shiptacenter.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		MM_May_2019_Script.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 3

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 4

		Passed: 25

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
