
                                                                          
                                                             
 

 
The Medicare Minute:  

Peer-to-Peer Presentations for Communities Nationwide 
 

Medicare Minutes are short, engaging presentations on timely Medicare topics that are presented at 
local sites on a monthly basis. Each month, SHIPs will receive a new Medicare Minute, which they 
then present at community gathering spots, offering valuable information to their peers, strengthening 
volunteer participation and establishing programming that has a track record of securing funding from 
foundation, government, and individual sources. 
 
Upcoming Medicare Minute topics include the following: 

• Medicare Appeals (February 2015) 
• Speaking with Your Doctor (March 2015) 
• How to Save on Your Health Care (April 2015) 
• Medicare’s Coverage of Hospital Care (May 2015) 

 
Following presentations, Medicare Minute audience members have the opportunity to ask questions, 
discuss the content of the presentation, and share their own experiences with Medicare and health care 
generally. These suggestions and experiences are incorporated into future Medicare Minutes or other 
educational programming of Medicare Rights and host organizations.  
 
How is the Medicare Minute good for my organization? Medicare Minutes are exceedingly 
replicable and adaptable to new content, such as that stemming from new health care reforms. Scripts 
can be easily combined with other topics and presented in a variety of formats, including telephone, 
radio, and podcasts. In addition, supplemental Teaching Materials can be used to expand the Medicare 
Minute, and Medicare Minute handouts provide audiences with useful information to take home.  
 
What happens when we decide to participate in the Medicare Minute program? In February and 
March, the SHIP Medicare Minute materials are being disseminated to the SHIP Directors for further 
sharing at the state level. After that, interested SHIPs can access the Medicare Minute by logging in to 
the password protected area of the SHIP TA Center website. The Medicare Minutes will come 
equipped with a Script, supplemental Teaching Materials, and a Handout that audience members can 
take home. Each Medicare Minute will include key points related to the Medicare issue of the month, 
and most scripts offer a Take Action point to further activate audience members.

How do we begin? Interested SHIPs should have access to presenters who are enthusiastic about 
leading presentations in the community. SHIPs are also encouraged to identify a point person to serve 
as the Medicare Minute coordinator, responsible for scheduling Medicare Minute presentations at local 
sites, and communicating with presenters.  
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