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O  Mi iOur Mission
To protect and promote the 

health of Alaskanshealth of Alaskans. 
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Our Vision
Alaskans enjoy optimum 
health and safety through 
achie i g greater blicachieving greater public, 
community, and personal 
responsibility for healthy p y y
conditions and choices.
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Seven Public Health Priorities
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857Malignant neoplasms

Leading Causes of Death in Alaska - 2008
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Seven Public Health Priorities
•Prevent and Control Epidemics and the Spread 
of Infectious Disease
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Ensure the Public 

Benefits from 
Reductions in 

Suffering, Death and 
b lDisability Due to 

Injuries
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Prevent and Control Chronic Disease and Disabilities
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$477Ob it

Annual Medical Expense, Alaska

$477Obesity

$380Tobacco 
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MillionsMillions
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1991

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1991

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1992

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1992

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 

13



Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1993

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1993

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1994

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1994

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1995

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1995

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1996

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1996

No Data           <10%          10%–14% 15%–19% 
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1997

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1997

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%          ≥20%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1998

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1998

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%          ≥20%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 1999

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 1999

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%          ≥20%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2000

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 2000

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%          ≥20%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2001

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

BRFSS, 2001

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%        ≥25%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2002BRFSS, 2002

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%        ≥25%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2003BRFSS, 2003

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%        ≥25%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2004BRFSS, 2004

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%        ≥25%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2005BRFSS, 2005

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2006BRFSS, 2006

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2007BRFSS, 2007

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%
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Obesity* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS 2008BRFSS, 2008

*BMI ≥30 (>207 lbs if 5’10”)

No Data          <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Minimize the Loss of Life and 
Suffering Resulting from Public 
Health Emergencies, Disasters 
and Terrorist Attacks
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H1N1 Pandemic ResponseH1N1 Pandemic Response
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Assure 
Access to 
Early 
Preventive 
Services andServices and 
Quality 
Health CareHealth Care 
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Protect Against 
Environmental 
Hazards Impacting 
Human Health
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Seven Public Health Priorities
• Ensure Effective and Efficient Management and 
Administration of Public Health
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Public Health Has a Statewide Presence

$400.0

FY2010 Grant Awards 
$13,300.0 total

$1,200.0

Bethel, Wade Hampton 
 
 

Yukon Koyukuk, SE Fairbanks, 
Fairbanks, Denali 
 

North Slope 

Bethel, Wade Hampton 
 
 

Yukon Koyukuk, SE Fairbanks, 
Fairbanks, Denali 
 

North Slope 

$2,000.0
 
 

Anchorage 
 
 

VVaallddeezz‐‐CCoorrddoovvaa,,  MMaatt‐‐SSuu,,  
KKeennaaii,,**  YYaakkuuttaatt**  
  

North est Arctic

 
 

Anchorage 
 
 

VVaallddeezz‐‐CCoorrddoovvaa,,  MMaatt‐‐SSuu,,  
KKeennaaii,,**  YYaakkuuttaatt**  
  

North est Arctic $1,300.0

$3,400.0$500.0
$1 300 0

$500.0
Northwest Arctic 
 
 

Lake & Pen., Kodiak, Bristol 
Bay, Dillingham, Kenai* 
 
Aleutians East,  
Aleutians Wes 

Northwest Arctic 
 
 

Lake & Pen., Kodiak, Bristol 
Bay, Dillingham, Kenai* 
 
Aleutians East,  
Aleutians Wes  ,

$500.0
Additi l St t id $2 200 0

$1,300.0 

Juneau, Ketchikan, Prince of 
Wales, Sitka, Skagway‐ 
Hoonah‐Angoon, Wrangell‐
Petersburg, Yakutat* 
 

*Census area is in more than one region 
 

 

Juneau, Ketchikan, Prince of 
Wales, Sitka, Skagway‐ 
Hoonah‐Angoon, Wrangell‐
Petersburg, Yakutat* 
 

*Census area is in more than one region 
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Additional Statewide: $2,200.0

Source: Department of Health and Social Services, Finance and Management Services, Grants & Contracts Section.



Public Health Has a Statewide Presence
FY2010 Staff 
535 positions

Fort Yukon 1

Fairbanks 59Galena 1
Delta Junction 3

Haines 2Cordova 2

Valdez 2Wasilla 22

Tok 2

Anchorage 269

Sitka 3
Seward 2

Juneau 100

Kenai 14

Homer 8

Bethel 16

Dilli h 4

Wrangell 2

Petersburg 2

Craig 3

Ketchikan 12

Homer 8Dillingham 4

Kodiak 6
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FY2009 Budget Highlights
Health & Social ServicesHealth & Social Services
Expenditures by Division 
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Division of Public Health
FY2009 Budget Highlights

Division of Public Health
Expenditures by Category 
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FY2009 Budget Highlights
Division of Public HealthDivision of Public Health

Expenditures by Component/Section 

*Transferred  in whole or part out 
of Public Health in FY2010.
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Maintaining Local Control of Essential Public Health Services: 
FY2011 Budget Requests

Stabilize Funding to Public Health Nursing Grantees 
$1,000.0 GF

Issue
 Four  PH nursing grantees (Municipality of Anchorage, Norton 

Sound Health Corporation, North Slope Borough, and Maniilaq 
Association).

 Funding has not kept pace with inflation and state salaries Funding has not kept pace with inflation and state salaries. 
Grantees must subsidize programs while non‐grantee 
communities do not. Staffing and services have dwindled as a 
result.
N t S d H lth C h tifi d DHSS f th i i t t t Norton Sound Health Corp. has notified DHSS of their intent to 
discontinue services without additional funding.

FY2011 RequestFY2011 Request
 40% increase maintains current level of services.
 Cost if state took over operations = $1,200.0.
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Public Health Centers & Grantees

Legend

Blue: Interior RegionBlue: Interior Region

Green:  Green:  Southwest

Teal:Teal: Southeast

Black: South CentralBlack: South Central

Red: 4 Grantees
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Funding for Public Health Nursing Grantees
2000 20092000-2009
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Ratio of Public Health Nurses to 
Populationp

NATIONAL STANDARD 1 : 5,000

ALASKA DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTHALASKA DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Interior Region 1 : 4,246

South Central Region 1 : 5 677South Central Region 1 : 5,677

Southwest Region 1 : 2,159

Southeast Region 1 : 2,914Southeast Region 1 : 2,914

GRANTEES

Municipality of Anchorage 1 : 20,000Municipality of Anchorage 1 : 20,000

Maniilaq Association 1 : 2,690

North Slope Borough 1 : 1,427p g ,

Norton Sound Corporation 1 : 2,090
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Phase I of State Medical Examiner’s Office Reforms:

FY2011 Budget Requests
Phase I of State Medical Examiner’s Office Reforms:

$300.0 GF
Issue
 Staffing shortages mean only the most Staffing shortages mean only the most 

controversial deaths were fully investigated.
 Examination rate was 25% compared to 75% 

national standard.
 Full staffing with 3 pathologists has 

increased caseload dramatically.
 Currently no independent death 

investigation in communities outside ofinvestigation in communities outside of 
Anchorage/Mat‐Su. 

FY2011 Request
 Maintains current level of services statewide Maintains current level of services statewide. 
 One forensic investigator and one autopsy technician for increased caseload.
 Transportation of cases and medical supplies.

44



45



46



47



Transfer Funds from Health Care Services for 

FY2011 Budget Requests
f f f
Medicaid Administrative Claims 

$4,000.0 ($2,000.0 GF/2,000.0 Fed)
IssueIssue

 Nursing supports administration of the Medicaid State Plan by 
providing outreach, referral, and education to Medicaid eligible 
children and adults.

 Health Care Services has traditionally made the Medicaid 
administrative claim on behalf of Public Health Nursing through an RSA 
while all other DHSS Divisions make their Medicaid administrative 
l i di tlclaims directly.

FY2011 Request

 More effective, efficient and transparent  process.

 Allows Nursing to maintain its current level of administrative support to the 
Medicaid Program.  
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Replace Medicaid School Based Administrative Claimed

FY2011 Budget Requests
Replace Medicaid School‐Based Administrative Claimed 

(347.8  I/A)/347.8 GF
Issue

R l li bl i i• Replace unrealizable interagency receipts 
for Medicaid School‐Based Claims and 
stabilize Women’s Children’s and Family 
Health component.ea co po e

FY2011 Request
• Support for school nursing consultation,Support for school nursing consultation, 

school health education programs and 
school disaster planning.

• Outreach and well‐child checks.
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Autism Capacity Building 75 0 MHTAAR

FY2011 Budget Requests

Issue

 60 Alaska babies born each year with autism spectrum

Autism Capacity Building – 75.0 MHTAAR

 60 Alaska babies born each year with autism spectrum 
disorder – comprehensive assessments needed for each

 Delays in diagnosis and intervention result in large medical 
and educational costs and lost productivityand educational costs, and lost productivity

FY10 Request

 More screenings, referrals, especially in smaller 
communities

 Decreased delays in diagnosis and intervention
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Healthcare‐Associated Infections Prevention

FY2011 Budget Requests

Issue

Healthcare Associated Infections Prevention 
$144.0 Federal ARRA

Issue

• Healthcare‐associated infections are one of the top ten 

leading causes of death in the United States

FY10 Request

• This grant will be used to develop a statewide Healthcare Associated 
Infections (HAI) prevention program.

• Public Health was awarded an American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) grant award of $201.8 in September of 2009 and will 

$ f f f $spend $57.8 of these funds in FY2010. The balance of $144.0 will be 
spent over 24 months.  

• .

51



Empowering Alaskans to Take Personal Responsibility: 

FY2011 Budget Requests
p g p y

Sustained Progress in Tobacco Prevention and Control
$400.0 Tobacco

IssueIssue
 Tobacco still AK’s No. 1 killer
 Annually in Alaska

 600 people die from tobacco use or 
dh d ksecondhand smoke

 $384 million spent on direct medical costs and 
lost productivity related to tobacco

 $28 million spent (estimated) to promote 
t btobacco use

FY10 Request
 Continue progress to decrease smoking prevalence
 Community and school based programs
 Locally‐targeted communication, technical assistance
 Money comes from Tobacco Cessation Fund (non‐GF)
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An Ounce of Prevention
is Worth

A Pound of CureA Pound of Cure
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Healthy People in Healthy Communities
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