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Early Intervention 
Committee
Karli Lopez‐Chair

Early Intervention Committee Members
Sue Armstrong – RurAL CAP

Breanna Brian – Disability Law Center

Mandy Cleveland – Parent, EHDI, Stone 
Soup

*Angie Fraize – Parent

Melora Gaber ‐ Headstart

*Heidi Haas – Parent, ACCA

Amy Hagen‐AILPA

*Mallory Hamilton – Parent

Meghan Johnson – thread

Cassidy Jones – DEED 619 Coordinator 

Beth Kaplan – Title V

Jill Lush‐ ILP Provider

*  Council Members

Diana Marsh – Itinerant SLP

David Mayo‐Keily – McKinney Vento

Emily Reeves ‐Medicaid 

Amy Simpson – ILP Provider*

Beth Snyder‐Pre‐School Anchorage

Laurie Thomas – State ILP

Erin Kinavey Wennerstrom‐UAA

Blayne White/Adele Davis –Parent, 
JBER EFMP

Kathleen Yaar – Board of Education

Karli Lopez – Chair*

Christie Reinhardt – Staff

Britteny Howell ‐ Researcher
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One Council Term
October 2012 April 2015

Accomplishments
Telepractice

• Our goal:
o “To increase the frequency and quality of services provided to 

families statewide by implementing telepractice through the 
appropriate use of technology so that children across the state 
have improved/enhanced access to early intervention.”

• Presentation from Tribal Health. Discussion of successes and 
challenges which include:

o Specialty providers are in urban areas
o Lack of neurodevelopmental services
o Payment for telepractice, particularly Medicaid and out of state 

providers
o Mental health and non‐medical services not covered
o Technologic challenges with varying video platforms, in home 

care delivery and billing
o Request came from them for the Council to consider a 

Telepractice Ad Hoc Committee 
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Accomplishments
Inclusive Childcare

• Reviewed inclusive childcare barriers. Identified 
numerous issues and conflicts between support 
agencies.

• Presentation from Alaska IN! the state program 
responsible for access to childcare for families 
with kids with disabilities

• Recruited a member from this department

• Preliminary discussions of future research into 
system changes needed with partnership with 
UAA, WCFH, thread, and LEND

Accomplishments
Partnership

• Participated, partnered and collaborated with:

o Alaska Infant Learning Program Association (AILPA)
o Alaska Pyramid Project (APP)
o State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) Leadership 

team 
o Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 

program 
o Women’s Children’s and Family Health Medical Home 

grant board
o FASD Partnership
o Council Workgroup on FASD
o Council Workgroup on Autism
o Presented on parent rights with Laurie Thomas, EI/ILP 

Director, at Stone Soup Group’s Parent Conference
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Accomplishments
ICC Duties

• Reviewed Annual 
Performance Report (APR) 
and submitted annual letter 
to OSEP and the Governor

• Reviewed regulation and 
submitted comments to the 
State Board of Education on 
Early Literacy Screening

Goal 6.1 Advocate for a minimum of 4 new or amended 
state or public programs, policies or practices per year 

that improve quality early intervention services

o 6.1.1 Research ways to use tele‐
practice and distance delivery 
methods to improve Infant 
Learning Services in Alaska

o 6.1.2 Research understanding by 
parents and providers of parent 
rights and procedural safeguards 
under IDEA

o 6.1.3 Increase partnerships, 
communication and 
collaboration between parents, 
partners and stakeholders 
involved in early intervention 
services
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Goal 6.1 Advocate for a minimum of 4 new or amended 
state or public programs, policies or practices per year 

that improve quality early intervention services

o 6.1.4 Research inclusive 
childcare opportunities 
statewide

o 6.1.5Meet federally 
mandated requirements as 
Alaska’s Interagency 
Coordinating Council (ICC) 
for Infants and Toddlers with 
Disabilities under Part C of 
the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act

Recommended Priorities
• Improved 
collaboration
• Medicaid billing

• Inclusive Childcare

• Tele‐health
• Request for Council Ad 
Hoc on Telepractice

• Procedural safeguards
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Discussion and 
Selection of FY16 

Priorities


