
Developmental Disabilities: 
GOAL: Improve service delivery to empower individuals with disabilities to live 
and thrive in their communities with formal and informal supports and services 
that promote independence. 

Objectives: 

1. Advocate for early intervention and appropriate lifelong service access for 
all populations who experience disabilities, including those with FASD, TBI, 
Alzheimer’s/ Dementia and other disabilities who are historically un- and 
underserved by:  

a. Ensuring these populations are included in Medicaid Reform 
b. Have universal access to quality early intervention 
c. Have appropriate educational supports 
d. Can acquire services based upon needs  

2. Monitor, review, and comment on state  law, regulations, and policy 
changes around the delivery of IDD services in Alaska and participate in 
Medicaid reform and related services by: 

a. Participate in Community First Council on Medicaid Reform (1915 k 
plan) 

b. Advocate for increased use of telepractice 
c. Re-use and recycling program for durable medical equipment 
d. Review of Medicaid CMN process 

3. Support the Workgroup on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) in 
order to develop recommendations for improved services to this 
underserved population. 

4. Explore and create a multi-disciplinary, person-centered Autism 
infrastructure for centralized coordination and collaboration to improve 
referral, diagnosis, education, training, and services for professionals, 
individuals on the autism spectrum, and their families. 

5. Advocate for caregiver/provider support through the lifespan, including: 
a. Access to family leave for appointments 
b. A living wage, appropriate compensation, training, and support for 

DSPs and paraprofessionals 



c. Adequate access to quality respite 
6. By the end of each fiscal year strengthen and expand the opportunities for 

individuals with disabilities and their families to participate in advocacy 
efforts that improve policies, programs and funding for persons with 
disabilities by: 

a. Provide ongoing support to Peer Power, a statewide self-advocacy 
organization  

b. Provide at least one opportunity annually to Council members, self-
advocates, family members, and providers to advocate for issues of 
importance to the Council  

c. Continue to support and participate in the Key Campaign, an annual 
advocacy effort with the Legislature led by the Key Coalition  

d. Continue to support Partners in Policymaking (PIP) at the Center for 
Human Development (CHD)  


