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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL – 12:00 p.m. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Patrick Reinhart announced that Ric Nelson started work at the Council on September 1st as 
program coordinator I; Rich Sanders is on extended leave until September 16th; and the vacant 
administrative position closes today, and they are hoping to fill that position with one of the 
prospective candidates. 
 
Lucy Odden announced that her uncle Bill passed away.  She also announced that her birthday 
is Monday. 
 
Dean Gates announced that he ruptured a tendon in his right arm and will be a little slow to 
respond to e-mails. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
State Plan and Forming Goals 
 
Chair Simpson led the Council through an overview of the Council’s State Plan development, 
which is required by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities and is the blueprint for 
the Council activities over the next five years that focuses on results for Alaskans with 
developmental disabilities and their families.  She stated that in the past, the Council had eight 
goals, but according to new guidance from NACDD, the Alaska Governor’s Council should have 
no more than five, with two of those goals being federally required as the Interagency 
Coordinating Council and the Special Education Advisory Panel. 
 
Britteny Howell stated that the State Plan requires the Council to do a comprehensive review 
and analysis of needed and existing services.  This will require the Council to review plans of 
state agencies and other planning councils to ensure collaboration of efforts as well as to identify 
gaps in the system.  Chair Simpson added that the guidance is that the State Plan should include 
efforts to provide services to underserved and targeted disparity populations. 
 
Chair Simpson continued on to state the following State Plan priority areas: 
 

• Targeted areas (goals) 
• Strategies 
• Performance targets (objectives) 
• Outcome statements (results) 
• Milestones. 

 
Britteny Howell identified that the State Plan has three tiers:  
 

1. Goals – broad and overarching, only a few 
2. Objectives – more specific and more numerous 
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3. Work plan activities – most specific and most numerous. 
 
The federally required goal areas include: 
 

• Informal and Formal Services and Supports 
• Employment 
• Health 
• Special Education (Alaska requirement) 
• Early Intervention (Alaska requirement) 

 
The Council members then engaged in a discussion regarding the draft goals developed by Chair 
Simpson and Council staff. 
 
Goal 1 
Improve the service delivery system so that individuals with disabilities are living and thriving in 
their communities with formal and informal supports and services to enable independence. 
 
Christine King suggested that the word “disabilities” be replaced with “intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.”  A discussion ensued regarding the Council being broader in the 
wording of their goal to encompass all of the different disability types they advocate for versus 
following a potential mandate to serve people with intellectual and developmental disabilities as 
well as giving the public a clear perspective on who the Council is designated to serve. 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to adopt Goal 1 as written, SECONDED by Lucy Odden.   
 
Further discussion ensued. 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus MOVED TO AMEND the motion by changing the wording of Goal 1 
to read:  “Improve service delivery to enable individuals with disabilities to live and thrive in 
their communities with formal and informal supports and services to enable independence,” 
SECONDED by Anthony Cravalho.   
 
Alex Gimarc asked to amend the wording from “enable” to “empower.”  Art Delaune suggested 
changing the first “enable” to “empower, and change the second “enable” to “promote.” 
 
Chair Simpson restated the amended motion as follows:  “Improve the service delivery to 
empower individuals with disabilities to live and thrive in their communities with formal and 
informal supports and services that promote independence.” 
 
A roll call vote was taken, and the motion PASSED.  (7/6) 
 
Christine King MOVED that they amend the current accepted statement to say “I/DD” instead 
of “disabilities,” SECONDED by Mallory Hamilton. 
 
Further discussion ensued. 
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Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus stated that she felt it was hard to make this decision without knowing 
what their parameters are and whether or not they are required to say I/DD, and she added that 
the Council advocates for populations that do not qualify for I/DD services. 
 
A roll call vote was taken, and the motion PASSED.  (10/4) 
 
Heidi Haas MOVED that the Council accept the current wording of the remaining goals 2 
through 5, SECONDED by Christine King.   
 
Goal 2 
Alaskans with disabilities and their families will receive the necessary employment services and 
supports needed to become competitively employed in an integrated setting. 
 
Goal 3 
Individuals with disabilities will have greater access to needed health care services that will 
improve their quality of life. 
 
Goal 4 
Enhance practices so that children and youth with disabilities will have access to appropriate 
curriculum, inclusion, support, and resources to acquire the skills necessary for educational 
success and future independence. 
 
Goal 5 
Strengthen policies and programs so that infants and toddlers with disabilities, their families, 
and caregivers receive appropriate early intervention supports and services. 
 
Dean Gates MOVED to amend the wording of Goal 3 from “Individuals with disabilities,” to 
“Alaskans with disabilities and their families,” SECONDED by Christine King.  Alex Gimarc 
suggested an AMENDMENT to that motion to remove the words “and their families,” which 
was accepted by Dean Gates. 
 
Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED. 
 
Chair Simpson referred Council members to the PowerPoint presentation listing the upcoming 
community forums that will be held statewide.  Patrick Reinhart added that if a community 
forum is held in a city that a Council member lives in, that Council member will be expected to 
participate in the community forum, if possible.  Britteny Howell stated that the data collected 
in the community forums will be used to develop the State Plan objectives and activities. 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The next Governor’s Council meeting will be held October 7 – 8, 2015 at Special Olympics, 
Anchorage. 
 
The Autism Ad Hoc Committee meeting will be held October 6, 2015 at the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Building. 
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ADJOURN 
 
Lucy Odden MOVED to adjourn the meeting, SECONDED by Christine King.  Hearing no 
objections, the meeting adjourned at 1:31 p.m. 
 
 


