
MEDICAID AD HOC 
COMMITTEE

D E A N  G A T E S ,  C H A I R

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G



COMMITTEE MEMBERS

• Dean Gates*, Chair
• Art Delaune*
• Anthony Cravalho*
• Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus*
• Mallory Hamilton*
• John Cannon (DVR)*
• Dave Fleurant / Mark Regan (DLC)*
• Heidi Frost (SILC)
• Lizette Stiehr (AADD)*
• Kathy Fitzgerald
• Grace Gray (DEED)

*Denotes a voting member 

Staff:

 Kristin Vandagriff
 Anne Applegate
 Lanny Mommsen



RECENT ACTIVITIES
Healthcare:
Follow up letters and emails to Alaska’s US Congressional 
delegation 
Posted information to the Council’s Facebook page and Gov
Delivery email listserv 
Both discussed the impact on Alaskans with disabilities



RECENT ACTIVITIES

Collaborative letter regarding DD Council funding with:
Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC)
Disability Law Center of Alaska (DLCA)
Center for Human Development (CHD)

Completed interRAI research









CASSIDY-GRAHAM AMENDMENT
HEALTHCARE BILL

Maintains all the key components of the failed 
Better Care Reconciliation Act including: 
• Establishes a per-capita cap on Medicaid 
• Ends the Medicaid expansion as we know it 
• Removes protections for Americans with pre-existing 

conditions 
• Allows states to impose burdensome work requirements 

as a condition of Medicaid coverage 
• Takes  away coverage from millions of Americans 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/cassidy-graham-would-
deeply-cut-and-drastically-redistribute-health-coverage-

funding#_ftn1



CASSIDY-GRAHAM AMENDMENT
HEALTHCARE BILL

On top of these devastating changes, the 
Cassidy-Graham bill would: 

• Repeal the Medicaid expansion, premium tax credits, and cost-
sharing reduction payments in favor of a block grant that cuts 
existing funding levels

• Establish a “health purpose” fund for state governors to 
allocate without any requirement for consumer protections 

• Create a funding cliff that eliminates the guarantee of 
coverage in 2026 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/cassidy-graham-would-

deeply-cut-and-drastically-redistribute-health-coverage-
funding#_ftn1



UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

• Continued Medicaid research and 
awareness

• Continued InterRAI discussions and comment

• Monitor changes to DSDS policies, procedures and 
forms for the Medicaid program



QUESTIONS?
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