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CALL TO ORDER —-1:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Welcome from the Chair

Taylor Gregg welcomed the committee members to the meeting.
Announcements and Good News

Jill Burkert announced that their program will be graduating four more
students this spring, which makes five students total that have completed
the program.

Approval of Agenda

Margaret Kossler MOVED to approve the agenda. Hearing no objections,
the motion PASSED.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Angie Fraize MOVED to approve the minutes from the February meeting.
Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED.

Reports

Chair’s Report

Taylor Gregg reported that she attended Key Campaign in February. She
discovered that some legislators are better listeners than others, and she
was able to tell when they were listening to be polite and when they were
listening to what she had to say and supported the message.

Taylor Gregg stated that she and Christie Reinhardt plan to attend the
Conference for Exceptional Children in April. Christie Reinhardt stated that
this trip was the last large travel item to have been approved before the
travel budget for the Council was cut significantly.
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SESA

Patrick Pillai reported that SESA has an active caseload of 309 students in
47 districts in their low incidence disability program. Patrick reported the
following activities for SESA:

¢ In the third quarter of FY15, SESA logged 281 technical assistance
activities to 1,296 participants.

e ASSEC 2015 was very successful, and SESA had 11 staff
presentations.

¢ All the second quarter grant reports were submitted ahead of their
deadlines.

e The restraint and seclusion policy was revised, approved, and added
to the board’s policy manual and updated online.

e SESA's focus on FASD was emailed to all legislators.

e SESA sent an email to all special education directors regarding the
new and revised SESA reporting format changes in their database.

e The Autism Walk is scheduled for April 25, 2015 at the Dome.

EED

There was no report available from EED for this meeting.
CASE

There was no report from CASE given at the meeting.
State Board of Education (SBOE)

Christie Reinhardt reported that she attended the State Board of Education
meeting last week and offered oral testimony on behalf of the Council
related to early assessments. Christie explained that students in the state
are not assessed for academics, and in particular in reading, until 3" grade.
The State received funding from the legislature to look further at early
assessments, realizing that identifying reading disabilities in the 3™ grade is
late, and they tasked the Department of Education and Early Development
with finding a way to assess the pre-literacy skills of students in Alaska.
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Christie Reinhardt reported that the EED passed a regulatory requirement
that all schools perform pre-literacy screenings at least once in
kindergarten, 1% grade, and 2" grade, and then again with a child in the 3"
grade if necessary, and they listed the five assessment tools that can be
used that are primarily focused on the building blocks for literacy, such as
letter sound and phonetic awareness. During the public comment period, a
charter school in the Valley argued that their curriculum did not include any
literacy tool until 1% or 2" grade, that they were mainly focused on social
and emotional skills. They proposed the regulation allow schools to
individually determine whether to participate in the early assessments or
opt out.

Christie Reinhardt cited data from some of the research she did that
supported early assessment, and offered very moving testimony to the
SBOE. After a lengthy discussion, the board voted to deny the waiver.
Christie Reinhardt noted that at the end of the meeting, Commissioner
Hanley counseled the board members that they listened to the testimony,
weighed the facts, and made a determination that he thinks they can be
proud of, and let them know that the Department appreciated the work they
did.

The denial of a waiver unfortunately started some controversy, which was
publically disseminated on Representative Reinbold’s Twitter and
Facebook with accusations of the board not supporting districts and
parents’ choice, not believing in local control, and disparaging comments
about the representatives at the meeting.

FASD
There was no report available from FASD for this meeting.

Old Business

HB102 Update and Discussion

Christie Reinhardt first gave a brief update on HB 76, which is a rewrite of
the Council’s statutory requirement to include gifted education in their
advocacy that had been removed by the legislature formally in 2002.
Christie stated that one of the co-sponsors of the bill, Representative Kito,
was approached by parents of gifted students who were in opposition to it.
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Christie met with Representative Kito and explained the history of Council
and the work they are tasked to do and gave him enough information that
he felt comfortable continuing to co-sponsor HB 76.

Christie Reinhardt led a discussion regarding HB 102 which relates to
education in residential psychiatric treatment centers. She referred to the
presentation Evelyn Alsup gave at the last meeting, and the committee
members offered their comments. Clayton Holland, Patrick Pillai, Jill
Burkert, and Ernie Manzie offered comments not in favor of supporting the
proposed legislation for a variety of reasons. After a discussion with the full
committee, Christie Reinhardt stated that the Council will not offer a letter
of support based on the committee input, but they will offer some
constructive comments on what they see as potential improvements.

New Business

Autism Workgroup Educational Needs Input

Christie Reinhardt reported that the autism work group met and developed
five priority areas and a mission statement as follows:

Mission statement — To support the development of integrated service
delivery systems for autism that is easy to navigate and empowers families,
educators, health professionals, and community partners to better meet the
needs of individuals and their families across the lifespan.

Five priorities areas:
1. Screening and development.
2. Workforce development and training.
3. Early intervention and education.
4. Funding and systems issues.
5. Integrated and comprehensive services.

Christie Reinhardt asked the committee members for recommendations for
the priority areas. After a brainstorming session, the following suggestions
were made:

e Training, ongoing and continuous for special educators and general
educators and staff.
e Looking at successful models of inclusionary programs.
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e Behavior management.
e Peer education related to autism.
e Community outreach and training.

Preliminary Discussion of New Year Priority Areas for May Council
Meeting

Christie Reinhardt directed the committee members’ attention to the five-
year plan included in the meeting packet, and stated that the committee is
right on target as far as their work for the year. She asked the committee
members to be thinking about what kind of work they would like to see on
the next five-year plan and stated that the committee will be having
discussions regarding the five-year plan in the near future.

Christie Reinhardt noted that Sam Jordan is scheduled to present at the
next meeting regarding the Department’s annual progress report that was
submitted in January. They have also invited David Tarcy to present at a
future meeting specifically about Indicator 14, which is post-school
outcomes, which is of interest to the committee.

Upcoming Meetings and Conferences

March 31 — April 1, 2015
Reducing Recidivism through Successful Reentry
Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage

April 13 - 15, 2015
Early Childhood Mental Health Conference
Egan Convention Center, Anchorage

April 16 — 17, 2015
Full Lives Conference
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel

Time and Date of Next Meeting

The next Education Committee meeting is scheduled for April 16", 2015
from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
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Adjourn

Terese Kashi MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Hearing no objections, the
motion PASSED, and the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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