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CALL TO ORDER – 1:30 p.m. 
ROLL CALL 
 
Welcome  
 
David Kohler welcomed the committee members to the meeting.  
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
No announcements or good news was reported at the meeting. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
Mallory Hamilton MOVED to approve the agenda.  The motion was 
SECONDED by Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED. 
 
Angie Fraize MOVED to approve the minutes from the February meeting.  
The motion was SECONDED by Heidi Haas.  Hearing no objection, the 
motion PASSED.  
 
Correspondence 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the committee received a request from 
Anne Applegate to have a discussion regarding school districts’ struggles 
with the implementation of the restraint and seclusion legislation.  The 
committee agreed to add it to the next meeting agenda. 
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
David Kohler reported that he was looking forward to the discussion 
regarding HB 103. 
 
SESA 
 
A report from SESA was not available for the meeting. 
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EED 
 
Cassidy Jones reported the following activities for the Department: 
 

• Continuing to participate in various Governor's Council committee 
meetings. 

• The GAINS Grant was submitted. 
• Continuing work on the SSIP, and it is scheduled for an on-time 

submission. 
• The Department’s APR has been submitted to OSEP. 
• Completed monitoring of 19 school districts and provided technical 

assistance to districts based on determination. 
 
Cassidy Jones reported that they continue to wait with Part C for the 
transition to SDS.  Although an MOA has been signed, the Department has 
not received a copy of it.  Christie Reinhardt noted that Maureen Harwood 
has been chosen to be the new Part C director.     
 
CASE 
 
Clayton Holland reported that the Council for Administrators of Special 
Education has been focused on SB 103 and HB 102 and the concerns 
related to that proposed legislation.  Another item on their agenda includes 
HB 44, which has to do with the restraint and seclusion provisions.  There 
are a number of provisions mandating that entire school building staff 
receive restraint and seclusion training.  The original intent of the bill was 
that essentially training would be expected for people who have the 
likelihood of needing to be trained in proper restraint and seclusion and de-
escalation.  The provisions are problematic, not only budgetary-wise, but 
also time-wise. 
 
Clayton Holland reported that he participated in the job fair last week and 
noted that it was about half the size it normally is.  He stated the decline in 
teachers, other job fairs, and the online access to job openings may have 
had an effect on the popularity of the job fair.  
 
Clayton Holland reported that an ancillary effect of the budget impacts are 
that principals could need to fill gaps in staffing, and they may need to use 
special education staff to fill other roles outside of special education.  That 
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practice could have an impact on the benefits for special education 
students. 
 
FASD 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus reported that the FASD Workgroup has been 
focused on the Medicaid reform and expansion process.  She reported that 
even though they have been assured that FASD is covered under I/DD, the 
reality is that is it not, so they are continuing to question that.  There is a 
proposition to cover FASD under the behavioral health component.  Jeanne 
stated that the workgroup is also watching what the impact of having FASD 
listed under other health impairments might be in terms of schools and if 
there is going to be more recognition, more training, and increased 
services.   
 
State Board of Education (SBOE) 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the SBOE has put together a leadership 
group that involves special educators from regions across the state, 
parents, and other partners to look at the implementation of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in Alaska.  Christie brought to the board’s 
attention that the leadership group was missing representatives from 
special education.   
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that there is a strong contingent on the SBOE 
focused on opting out.  There are many parents that believe their children 
are taking too many tests.  Most of the parents with students in 
unrepresented groups like special education, English language learners, or 
low income support the assessments, so it is important to make sure that 
those voices are brought to the board’s attention.  Christie reported that 
there is a two-day, face-to-face meeting of the leadership group on ESSA 
April 6th and 7th in Anchorage.   
 
Christie Reinhardt stated that Kathleen Yarr did not submit for 
reinstatement on the SBOE, and another representative will be chosen for 
a seat on the Education Committee.  Christie has requested that Barbara 
Thompson represent the SBOE, because Christie feels that Barbara would 
be supportive of special education issues.  
 



Governor’s Council on Disabilities      Education Committee Meeting  
And Special Education March 24, 2016 Page 5 
 
 

Christie Reinhardt reported that the SBOE has developed a priority plan 
that includes three separate areas as follows: 
 

1. Local district control 
2. High-quality educational standards 
3. Workforce development, recruitment, and retention.  

 
Old Business 
 
Alaska Performance Scholarship 
 
The Alaska Performance Scholarship discussion was tabled. 
 
New Business 
 
Policy and Talking Points for HB 102 
 
Christie Reinhardt gave a brief history and background regarding HB 102, 
which is an act providing for funding of educational services for students in 
residential psychiatric treatment centers.  Christie noted that the proposed 
legislation was pre-drafted and has no sponsor, and it has been passed in 
other states.  Christie commented that the bill does not look like an Alaskan 
solution to an Alaskan problem.  She stated that the bill was sent to 
legislative legal and declared unconstitutional.  The bill received some 
opposition within the House Education Committee. 
 
Christie Reinhardt communicated her findings of the research she did on 
other states that passed the legislation, the negative impact other states 
have had related to the implementation of it, and the information she 
gathered about the contractor, United Health Systems (UHS).  The 
committee members had an in-depth discussion about the proposed 
legislation and identified areas of concern in order to develop comments to 
submit regarding the Council’s position on the bill.  The identified areas of 
concern included: 
 

1. Educating the legislature about UHS. 
2. Addressing the valid points. 
3. Address the fallacies:  

a. with regards to FAPE;  
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b. that in some instances residential and psychiatric treatment is 
better able to provide educational services. 

4. Parent access to students and the confidentiality inherent and 
treatment is not conducive to an open IEP. 

5. Rural districts’ concerns related to the student disconnect to the 
district, the transition issues, and budgetary burden on smaller 
districts. 

6. Constitutionality. 
 
Committee members volunteered to address particular points and submit 
their comments to Christie Reinhardt.  After the comments are combined, 
the Council staff will submit the comments so that they are included in the 
legislative committee packets.   
 
Upcoming Meetings and Conferences 
 
March 21 – 25, 2016 
Early Childhood Mental Health Institute 
Egan Center, Anchorage 
 
March 30 – 31, 2016 
Full Lives Conference for Direct Service Professionals 
Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage 
 
April 20, 2016 
AT/IEP Seminar 
ATLA, Anchorage 
 
Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next Education Committee meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2016 
from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus MOVED to adjourn, SECONDED by Mallory 
Hamilton.  Hearing no objection the meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.  


