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CALL TO ORDER – 1:30 p.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
A quorum was present, and Taylor Gregg welcomed the committee 
members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Taylor Gregg announced the good news that she has family coming to visit, 
and she will be going on vacation to the East Coast.  Taylor is also looking 
forward to school staring. 
 
Approval of the Agenda and Past Meeting Minutes 
 
Christie Reinhardt requested rearranging the agenda to accommodate their 
guest speaker.  Mallory Hamilton MOVED to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Terese Kashi MOVED to approve the minutes from the June 26th, 2014 
meeting as written.  Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence to report at this meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Comments on Regulations 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the Council submitted comments on the 
regulations regarding challenging courses and the new assessments as 
discussed in the last committee meeting.   
 
Challenging Courses – Assessments 
 
Elizabeth Davis joined the Education Committee to relay information 
regarding the assessment programs.  She reported that they had a 
cooperative agreement with ACT, the owner of the WorkKeys assessment, 
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to have accommodations available for students with disabilities as well as 
English language learners.  She explained that with regards to the  
WorkKeys, a student does not need to apply to the Center, who is ACT, to 
have accommodations approved.  There's a list of allowed 
accommodations and the way that those accommodations are delivered, 
but it's not something that a student has to apply for and seek approval.   
 
However, with the SAT, which is offered by College Board, and the ACT 
college exam, which is offered by ACT, those vendors require an 
application process for their accommodations.  This is a test that they 
purchase, and they have no control over these assessments. 
 
Elizabeth Davis further explained the assessments are not a state-driven 
process in terms of the application.  What they doing at the Department 
with implementing this new law that was given to them by the legislature is 
they are doing their best to have a contract with these two vendors that 
serve the districts in this state as best as they can given the confines of the 
requirements of the vendors. 
 
Elizabeth Davis gave a brief description of the Alaska Measures of 
Progress (AMP) and alternative assessments and relayed information 
regarding some of the training components.   
 
Elizabeth Davis encouraged the committee members to go to the link on 
the Department’s homepage for more information, and she is looking 
forward to returning to do a detailed presentation for the Education 
Committee. 
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Taylor Gregg reported that she attended the Executive Committee meeting 
in June and it went really well.  Christie Reinhardt noted that the Executive 
Committee approved travel for her and Taylor to attend the Council for 
Exceptional Children Conference in San Diego in February.   
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SESA Report 
 
Patrick Pillai reported that SESA started full operations on August 11th.  
The next SESA board meeting is scheduled for September 12th.  They have 
hired two autism specialists and still have one vacancy for an autism 
specialist that they are actively recruiting for.   
 
Patrick Pillai reported that Channel 2 did a story on Jennifer Schroeder, 
SESA’s multiple disabilities specialist, working with a student in Ketchikan 
who uses the Eagle Eye software.  He noted that Eagle Eye software uses 
eye movement to control a cursor. 
 
Patrick Pillai reported that they have redesigned their database system and 
have reworked their student service reports.  He highlighted that in FY14 
they had 226 service consultations to 44 districts, which includes 1,584 
activities to 3,430 participants. 
 
Patrick Pillai stated that he will be providing an annual update on SESA at 
the superintendent’s meeting on October 2nd in Fairbanks and also at the 
State Special Education Directors Conference in Anchorage in October.  
He noted that he also has a meeting with the Trust in September to discuss 
the exit strategy for funding for the Alaska Autism Resource Center.   
 
Patrick Pillai reported SESAs FASD Committee is meeting next week, and 
they will be working with David Tarcy to conduct a survey of teachers and 
administrators regarding their knowledge and attitude related to FASD.  
 
Patrick Pillai reported that they have put all their data into the new 
management system and will be moving ahead with the e-module 
development by purchasing and using Articulate Studio, which is a program 
that can take PowerPoint representations and convert them to e-module 
presentations with questions and answers. 
 
EED Report 
 
Don Enoch reported attendance at the following meetings: 
 

• Met with OSEP regarding the State Professional Development Grant. 
• Attended the Project Director Conference in Washington, D.C. 
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• Attended the Results Accountability Leadership Series in 
Washington, D.C. 

• Attended the Teachers to Teachers Conference in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
  
Don Enoch stated that they have posted the new schedule for monitoring 
this year.  The districts being monitored this year are as follows: 
 

• Aleutians East 
• Annette Island 
• Pribilof 
• Yukon  
• Southwest Region 
• Bristol Bay 
• Dillingham 
• Delta-Greeley 
• Lake & Peninsula 

• Lower Kuskokwim 
• Kuspuk 
• Ketchikan 
• Chatham 
• Wrangell 
• Anchorage 
• Mat Su 
• Fairbanks 

 
Don Enoch noted that there are four districts that will be receiving technical 
assistance; Nenana, Alaska Gateway, Kodiak Island, and Southwest 
Region. 
 
Don Enoch listed the following ongoing projects the Department has been 
working on: 

• Fiscal project with OSEP. 
• 6B and 619 grants have been put out to districts for review, 

corrections, and acceptance. 
• Ongoing training of new program managers. 
• Interviewing for one more program manager. 
• Updating the Department website. 
• Working with Governor's Council and Stone Soup Group on parent 

handbook. 
• Updating the procedural safeguards document. 

 
Don Enoch noted that Cassidy Jones will be attending the Data Systems 
Conference in New Orleans in September. 
  
State Board of Education (SBOE) 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the State Board of Education’s focus at the 
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last meeting was related to putting the new regulations out for public 
comment.  Their next meeting will be a face-to-face, September 18th and 
19th, 2014 in Anchorage.   
 
Alaska FASD Work Group Update 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus reported that they will be working with David Tarcy 
on a survey to determine what teachers’ and staffs’ basic knowledge is 
regarding FASD and what would be most helpful to them in working with 
students with an FASD whether or not they have a diagnosis.   
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus stated that she has been approved to participate in 
the I/DD Committee.  The committee will be meeting after they see what 
the timeline is for the rollout of the online monitoring and tracking system 
for SDS DD services and waivers.   
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus noted that September 9th is FASD Awareness Day, 
and there are a variety of activities planned to bring about awareness.  She 
encouraged committee members to check for activities in their regions. 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that with regards to SAFA, The Arc of 
Anchorage has agreed to be the sponsor of the Alaska Chapter of Self-
Advocates for FASD into Action.  She noted that SAFA is going to be 
starting at the Anchorage School District FASD Awareness Day event, 
which is being held September 9th, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. where they have 25 
vendors and a wide variety of providers participating in the event.  Senator 
Meyers is scheduled to attend and read the Governor’s FASD proclamation 
at the event. 
 
New Business 
 
Overview of the Role of the State Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) 
 
Christie Reinhardt led the committee members through a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the committee’s roles and responsibilities as the 
State Education Advisory Panel (SEAP).   
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Christie Reinhardt requested that committee members review the 
membership list and alert her if there are any corrections needed regarding 
the contact information and member designation. 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Conferences 

 
• Sept 9 -  5:30 to 8:30 PM 

FASD Awareness Day Community-Wide Event  
Atrium Anchorage School District Building 
5330 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, Alaska 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/events/802253053138819/ 
 

• Sept 18 & 19 
State Board of Education, Anchorage 

 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Education Committee is scheduled for September 
18th, 2014 from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Don Enoch MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED and the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 
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