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Call to Order – 10:30 a.m. 
Roll Call 
 
Roll call was not taken. 
 
READING OF THE COUNCIL MISSION 
 
The Council’s mission statement was not recited at this meeting. 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Amy Simpson stated that because they do not have a quorum, they will 
adjust the agenda to be a discussion of committee membership and a 
review of the work plan.   
 
Announcements or Good News 
 
None reported. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Today’s agenda and the minutes from the previous meeting cannot be 
approved without a quorum.   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 
Amy Simpson, Jennifer Jones, Linda Borghols, and Mary Deitz reviewed 
the list of Early Intervention Committee members and discussed who 
regularly attends meetings and the various seat designations that are filled 
or unfilled.   Amy and Jennifer made lists of people that each of them will 
contact about EIC membership, then Amy and Jennifer will meet together 
on February 29th to go over the results in an effort to solidify the Early 
Intervention Committee and improve meeting attendance.   
 
Amy Simpson will send out an e-mail to committee members noting that 
they have been having trouble getting a quorum at meetings and asking if 
the meeting times are bad or if people just don’t have time in their schedule 
to attend.  Jennifer Jones will also send out a Doodle to find out if a 
different regularly scheduled time might work better. 
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REVIEW OF THE WORK PLAN 
 

1. Eligibility Change 
• Develop and implement an advocacy plan to increase State 

funding: AILPA and ILP made a fact sheet on the $3 million 
increment, which was not in the Governor’s original budget but 
may be in the supplemental budget.  Key Campaign will also be 
promoting the increment. 

• Education on implementation plan for Medicaid billing of EI/ILP 
services:  Erin Kinavey will be bringing the new regulations to 
the EIC when Medicaid has finished working on the details. 

• Update and report on data from state pilot project of eligibility 
expansion:  Linda Borghols has prepared a report, which she 
will send to Jennifer to forward to the EIC for review.   

2. Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
• Review best practices for educating D/HH children: Dean Gates 

and Sharon Miranda are working on this.  Amy Simpson sent 
them the new state service guidelines for deaf and hard of 
hearing.  

• Parent to parent support:  Amy Simpson will talk to Stone Soup 
Group about what is happening 

3. Advocate for an EIFA chapter in Alaska 
• Amy Simpson learned that there is a $150 fee to join EIFA; 

Jennifer Jones will find out if the Governor’s Council will pay 
that.  Jennifer asked about the benefits of EIFA membership, 
and Amy replied that EIFA disseminates information about what 
is happening federally in early intervention to help people 
advocate.  Amy suggested that Stone Soup Group would be a 
good partner because they already have a statewide system for 
parents.  

4. Parent Training 
• Support Stone Soup Group to host an annual parent 

conference:  Amy will talk to SSG to find out what they are 
planning, probably for late summer or early fall.   

5. Workforce development 
• Identify agencies with EI vacancies specific to disciplines: 

Jennifer will start working on a survey for the EIC to review. 
• Expand State loan repayment program (SHARP) to include OT, 

PT, and speech therapy:  Jennifer will talk to UAA and ACPE 
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and ask where to begin to either expand SHARP or develop 
some other student loan forgiveness/repayment program. 

6. ICC Duties Ongoing 
• ICC membership: Review with Millie Ryan after Amy and 

Jennifer meet on February 29th if there are still some positions 
unfilled. 

• ILP APR and Annual Report to the Governor are done.   
• Provide comment on ILP state and federal regulations: Erin 

Kinavey is reviewing the proposed regulations; Amy will contact 
Erin and let her know that the EIC is ready when Erin is ready 
to present them.   

 
PART C APR  
 
Linda Borghols reported that the APR is on the ILP website for public 
review, and that the recommendations from the EIC in a letter last year are 
incorporated into the report. 
 
Linda Borghols also reported that the State Part C application is on the 
website and is open for public comment from February 24th to March 25th.  
 
OTHER INFORMATION FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Amy Simpson suggested having a face-to-face meeting in the spring to try 
to build stronger relationships among committee members and revitalize 
the Early Intervention Committee.   
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Early Intervention Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 13th from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m. 
 
 
 
 


