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Call to Order – 10:05 a.m. 
Roll Call 
 
READING OF THE COUNCIL MISSION 
 
Amy Simpson recited the Council’s mission statement customized for the 
Early Intervention Committee: Creating change that improves the lives of 
infants and toddlers with disabilities. 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Announcements/Upcoming Trainings and Meetings 
 
Teresa Holt noted that the autism insurance bill has been transmitted to the 
Governor and will become law on June 27th unless the Governor vetoes it. 
A celebration is being planned at Hope Community Resources in 
Anchorage at 6:30 p.m. on June 27th with music, food, and comments from 
legislators.   
 
Teresa Holt announced that the Governor’s Council has lost a significant 
portion of its funding from the MIG grant, and travel will be decreased as a 
result.  Therefore, only Teresa, Amy Simpson, and Taylor Gregg, who is the 
chair of the Education Committee, will be going to OSEP, and fewer 
Council members will be sponsored to attend other conferences as well.  
The Council is also asking that committee members come to the office in 
Anchorage for meetings if they can, because there is a charge for each 
phone line that calls in.  Teresa Holt noted that the good news is the 
Council is not losing a staff position, but people will be doing different work 
than in the past.   
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Heidi Haas MOVED to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion 
PASSED.   
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Approval of past minutes 
 
Diana Marsh MOVED to approve the minutes from the May 8th meeting.  
The motion PASSED.  
 
Correspondence 
 
Teresa Holt reported that Eric Gebhart wrote a letter to the Governor asking 
him to sign the autism insurance bill, but did not get a response. 
 
Election of new voting members 
 
Teresa Holt noted that the minutes of the last meeting introduced Karli 
Lopez as a new voting member, but Teresa wasn’t sure if Karli had been 
voted in.  Teresa apologized for not including Karli Lopez on the e-mail list 
for today’s meeting.  With Karli and others absent whom Amy Simpson 
would nominate to be voting members, it was decided to table the election 
until the next meeting. 
 
DEVELOP WORK PLAN ACTIVITIES FOR ILP FUNDING INCREASE 
 
Plan Midwest Academy 
 
Amy Simpson explained that  a couple of years ago the Council used the 
Midwest Academy planning process to get the million dollar increment for 
Infant Learning, so they are going to use that process again to pursue the 
$3 million increment that is one of this year’s top priorities.  Amy described 
the Midwest Academy as a planning session involving a lot of different 
stakeholders figuring out what actions to take and what each group or 
individual can contribute.  Discussion ensued about who should be invited 
to participate, and committee members thought of many agencies and 
people to contact.   
 
Teresa Holt will look into the availability of Online With Libraries conference 
rooms in Anchorage and Juneau and then send out a Doodle to pick a date 
somewhere around the 10th of July, which would be the EIC’s next regular 
meeting date.   
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PARTNER REPORTS  
 
AILPA 
 
Lizette Stiehr reported that AILPA is having a teleconference in two weeks, 
and they will look at some new options for the roles of vice-president and 
treasurer.  Lizette noted that AILPA appreciates the support of the Early 
Intervention Committee in their work.  
 
EHDI 
 
Beth Kaplan reported that EHDI has ordered reprints of a baby calendar 
they produced years ago that includes some pictures of Alaskan babies, 
now with the developmental milestones of early childhood from the CDC’s 
“Learn the Signs. Act Early.”  The calendars will be distributed through 
hospitals to new moms, and Beth said that they were very popular in the 
past. 
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Early Intervention Committee meeting will be a Midwest Academy 
planning session, with the date and time to be determined, probably during 
the week of July 10th.   The next regularly scheduled teleconference after 
that will be on August 14th. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


