
GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

 
Early Intervention Committee 

 
LOCATION 

Governor's Council Conference Room 
3601 C Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Teleconference 

 
Meeting Date 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Attendees: 
Karli Lopez - Chair 
Angie Fraize 
Heidi Haas 
Diana Marsh 
Susan Kaplan 
Mandy Cleveland 
 
Community Members:  
Wendy Barrett 
Breanna Brian 
Meghan Johnson 
Kim McNamara 
 
Staff:  
Christie Reinhardt 

 
 
 
 
Prepared by:   Sheila Garrant,  
   Peninsula Reporting 



Governor’s Council on Disabilities      Early Intervention Committee Meeting  
And Special Education  November 13, 2013 Page 2 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL   
 

Welcome from the Chair 
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Meghan Johnson announced that Laurie Thomas has been appointed as 
the new Part C manager. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Karli Lopez asked to amend the agenda to move new business, the 
discussion of proposed changes to ILP regulations, to the start of the 
meeting.  Susan Kaplan MOVED to approve the amended agenda.  
Hearing no opposition, the motion PASSED. 
 
Approval of Minutes – 10/9/13 
 
Susan Kaplan MOVED to approve the minutes from the October 9th, 2013 
meeting.  Hearing no opposition, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence to report. 
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Karli Lopez did not have a report for this meeting. 
 
Partner Reports 
 
EI/ILP 
 
Meghan Johnson did a presentation to the EIC Committee regarding the 
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proposed changes to ILP regulations.  A summary of the presentation is 
listed under new business. 
 
AILPA 
 
There was no report available from AILPA. 
 
EED 
 
Kim McNamara reported that the special education team completed their 
monitoring for the following districts:   
 
Kenai  
Iditarod 
North Slope 
Kashunamiut 

Denali 
Unalaska 
Petersburg 
Sitka 

Juneau 
Pelican  
Haines 
Southeast Island 

 
School districts scheduled to be monitored at the beginning of 2014 
include: 
 
Mat-Su 
Anchorage 

Fairbanks 
Skagway 

 
 

 
Kim McNamara stated that they have started accepting new intensive 
claims and have begun the review process for those.  That process will 
continue through the month of November. 
 
Kim McNamara reported that they have begun preparations for the Alaska 
Statewide Special Education Conference.  They plan to have general 
sessions in the conference and also two separate pre-conference classes; 
one for directors, and then partnering with the Alaska Statewide Mentors to 
provide classes for early career teachers. 
 
Kim McNamara reported that they attended the Resource Center Dispute 
Resolution training in Oregon, and also attended a State Personnel 
Development Grant meeting, which in Alaska is known as GAINS, Guiding 
and Investing in New Special Educators in Washington, D.C. 
 
Kim McNamara reported that they are interviewing this week for their third 
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program manager. 
 
Old Business 
 
Needs Survey for Early Intervention Providers 
 
Karli Lopez stated that they are continuing to work on the draft needs 
survey for early intervention providers and are looking to have a sample to 
present to the committee for feedback at a future meeting.   
 
New Business 
 
Discussion of Proposed Changes to ILP Regulations 
 
Meghan Johnson led the committee members through a discussion of the 
proposed changes to the ILP regulations.  She stated that there weren’t 
many changes that altered the trajectory of how work was being done.  
There are some processes being put in place that align with the new 
federal regulations. 
 
There were semantic changes relating to the family engagement piece 
basically making it more transparent and clarifying the information 
regarding prior written notice.   
 
The most significant change regarding Child Find had to do with the 
screening, and Alaska has opted out of that assessment activity to instead 
do an evaluation upon referral. 
   
There were additions to transition, the coordination with Head Start, and 
also changes in their systems of payment procedures and policies in order 
to be in compliance with OSEP. 
 
Meghan Johnson reviewed a decision tree that was developed in 
collaboration with Western Regional Resource Center that is given to 
providers as a guidance document at intake. 
 
Meghan Johnson stated that they have spent the last several months 
redoing forms, some of which included the prior written notice form, the 
consent form, and the private insurance form.    
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Christie Reinhardt requested a hard copy of the information presented by 
Meghan Johnson, which Meghan agreed to forward to the Council.   
 
Christie also requested a presentation in the future of the Bruce Perry 
webinars, and Meghan Johnson noted that they are available until June, 
and the committee members are welcome to view the webinar.   
 
Upcoming Meetings/Conferences 
 

 November 14, 2013, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
Special Education Advisory Council Meeting (SEAC) 

 Anchorage School District Administration Building 
 5530 E. Northern Lights Bvld. 
 

 December 7th, 2013 
Stone Soup Group’s Santa Party 
 

 January 24th – 25th, 2014  
Stone Soup Group’s Annual Parent Conference 
 

Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Early Intervention Committee is scheduled for 
December 11th, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Good of the Order and Adjournment 
 
Karli Lopez adjourned the meeting at 11:13 a.m. 
 

 


