
GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

 
Early Intervention Committee 

 
LOCATION 

Governor's Council Conference Room 
3601 C Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Teleconference 

 
Meeting Date 

Wednesday, July 9, 2014 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Attendees: 
Karli Lopez – chair 
Angie Fraize 
Mandy Cleveland 
Susan Kaplan 
Diana Marsh 
Amy Simpson 
 
Community Members:  
Wendy Barrett 
Breanna Brian 
Cassidy Jones 
Beth Kaplan 
Kim McNamara 
 
 
Staff:  
Christie Reinhardt 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Sheila Garrant, Peninsula Reporting 



Governor’s Council on Disabilities      Early Intervention Committee Meeting  
And Special Education  July 9, 2014 Page 2 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 

Welcome from the Chair 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Diana Marsh MOVED to approve the agenda.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED.  Minor corrections were made:  Cassie Jones changed to 
Cassidy Jones; Approval of minutes from 5/14/14 instead of 4/23/14. 
 
Approval of Minutes – 5/14/14 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to approve the minutes from the May 14th meeting 
as written.  Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED.  
 
Correspondence 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that she received a request from an individual 
to join the EIC.  She is a pediatric dentist with two children, one of whom 
has a cleft lip and one has autism.  She will join the meeting next month to 
see if this committee is a good fit for her.   
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Karli Lopez reported the she attended the full-day Executive Committee 
meeting where they reviewed the upcoming priorities and issues they 
wanted to make comment on, and they had a discussion on rising travel 
costs and how to best use the resources available for travel.  Karli noted 
that since there is not an OSEP Conference this year, they will be looking 
for another venue to attend to satisfy the obligations as the ICC.   
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Partner Reports 
 
EI/ILP 
 
Amy Simpson reported that the State ILP office has hired for their last open 
position, and they are now fully staffed.   
 
Amy Simpson relayed that Laurie Thomas, who was not able to make the 
meeting today, was very interested in the discussion about the roles of the 
ICC and the conversation of how the State ILP office, AILPA, and the ICC 
can work in collaboration with their individual strategic plans. 
 
AILPA 
 
Amy Hagen was not available for the meeting to report directly for AILPA.  
Amy Simpson related that they are in the process of looking at their 
strategic goals.  She noted that there has been a lot of change in 
leadership, and everyone is beginning to settle into their roles.  
 
EED  
 
Kim McNamara introduced Cassidy Jones, who will be the new EED 
representative for the EIC.  Kim McNamara reported the following activities 
at the Department: 
 

 Updating the special education handbook.  It is projected to be 
available on the website soon. 

 

 Processing 6B and 619 district grants and are waiting for the release 
of the federal funds. 
 

 Training new staff members. 
 

 Item review of the new assessments. 
 

 Preparing for the Guiding & Investing in New Special Education 
Directors planning. 
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 Updating and bringing awareness to the procedural safeguards 
document, which is live on the website. 

 

 Finalizing the new parent guide that was developed in collaboration 
with Stone Soup and the Governor's Council to assist new parents in 
special education to navigate the system. 

 
Kim McNamara reported that they have been working on the compliance 
monitoring schedule.  There are a couple of districts remaining that need to 
submit corrective actions.  The districts they will be monitoring this fall are 
as follows: 
 

 Technical assistance:              
o Southwest Region, Alaska Gateway, Kodiak Island, Nenana 

 

 Regular monitoring: 
o Aleutians East, Annette Island, Pribilof, Yukon, Koyukuk, Bristol 

Bay Dillingham, Delta-Greeley, Lake & Peninsula, Lower 
Kuskokwim, Kuspuk, Ketchikan, Chatham, Wrangell, Anchorage, 
Mat-Su, Fairbanks 

 
Other Department events scheduled: 

 State Personnel Development Grant Project Officers Conference, 
July, Washington, D.C. 

 State Systemic Improvement Plan technical assistant visit from 
OSEP, July 

 Teachers to Teachers, August, Fairbanks 

 Stakeholders Advisory Meeting, Fall 2014 
 

Diana Marsh asked if the parent handbook had guidance for parents 
regarding children with an IEP moving between districts and how to handle 
the move so the children can continue to receive the appropriate services.  
Kim McNamara will bring that issue up at the final review of the parent 
guide. 
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EDHI 
 
Beth Kaplan stated that although her focus is EDHI, she is housed in the 
section of Women’s Children & Family Health within the Division of Public 
Health, and she asked if she could broaden the scope of her reporting to 
include other activities related to children’s health.  She stated that their 
division has a Medical Home Grant, and she reported that UAA, All-Alaska 
Pediatric Partnership, and the Medical Home Grant are offering a class this 
fall called Principles of Pediatric Care Coordination, which is designed for 
professionals to gather knowledge about resources, communication, and 
advocacy in the role they play working with families of children with all sorts 
of health needs.  Beth noted that there is going to be a creative cooking 
class offered August 25th by Allen & Peterson for PKU families.  She 
explained that PKU is an inherited disorder that requires a special diet for 
children and adults who have been diagnosed. 
 
Beth Kaplan reported that regarding EDHI, she will be traveling to Juneau 
and Ketchikan to meet with the various partners to check on newborn 
screenings that are done in those places that have audiology and early 
intervention.   
 
Beth Kaplan agreed to forward the flyer for the PKU cooking class and the 
Principles of Pediatric Care Coordination information to Christie, who will 
forward on to the committee members. 
  
FASD Work Group 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that their last meeting was well attended.  They 
discussed setting up a self-advocacy group and talked more about 
expanding the DD eligibility for those people with an FASD.  Jeanne 
Gerhardt-Cyrus and Art Delaune sit on the I/DD Review Committee, and 
they will be giving input representing FASD.   
 
There was discussion related to the development of a rating rubric of risk 
factors for people who have an FASD that will assist new FASD case 
managers and eligibility reviewers assess what an individual’s risk would 
be for institutionalization, homelessness, addiction, incarceration, or death.  
There was also a discussion related to Stone Soup Group respite emerging 
program.  Wendy Barrett explained that Stone Soup Group held a forum 
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last month to discuss what it would look like to create an online network of 
support for individuals who need that kind of respite and the development 
of natural helpers within their own communities.  Wendy stated that there is 
another meeting scheduled for July 19th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to 
continue this discussion. 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that there have been FASD care coordinators 
hired in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau.  Information regarding referrals 
made to Behavioral Health and how to direct people to a care coordinator 
will be forthcoming.  
 
Old Business 
 
Review of the Work Plan 
 
Christie Reinhardt gave a brief update on the status of the committee’s 
work plan stating that it is out for public comment, and the only thing that 
has changed since the last review was the have added timelines. 
 
New Business 
 
Overview of the Role and Responsibilities of the ICC 
 
Christie Reinhardt led the committee through a presentation of the roles 
and responsibilities of the State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC).  
They were created from the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  
There are two components, the Parent Training and Information Centers 
(PTI), and Stone Soup Group is the grant holder for the PTI in Alaska for 
Part B and Part C.  The other component is the stakeholder’s group, or the 
Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education, which is 
comprised of professionals, parents, and state systems whose job it is to 
make early intervention and infant learning work in Alaska.   
 
Essentially the Governor's Council is a watchdog charged with 
understanding ILP systems, to comment, to assist in making state systems 
work smoothly, to bring partners together and give them a forum to interact 
and exchange information, and to offer assistance and advice to the lead 
agency.  The ICC is federally mandated, and the regulations regarding 
ICCs can be found in federal law 34 CFR 303.600 through 34 CFR 
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306.654.  In order to receive federal funds, every state must have one.   
 
Under the federal mandate, this organization must be comprised of at least 
20 percent parents of children with disabilities, age 12 or younger with 
knowledge of programs; another 20 percent public or private providers of 
early intervention services.  Christie noted that there are 13 required 
members for the SICC, no more than 11 Council members on the 
committee, and no less than 5.  For the most part, the Council members 
are appointed by the Governor, and then the Council also has 
representatives from stakeholder groups who are very active in a 
meaningful way. 
   
The EIC is set up to have representation as follows: 
 

 ILP lead agency  

 Department of Education & 
Early Development  

 Head Start  

 State agency responsible for 
childcare (THREAD)  

 State Medicaid  

 Private insurance  

 Homelessness program  

 Foster care program  

 Children’s Mental Health  

 Indian Education 

 Community representatives  
 

     
Christie Reinhardt stated that the specific roles of the SICC include: 
 

 Policy development 

 Policy approval 

 Policy implementation 

 Advise and assist lead agencies regarding appropriate services  

 Advise and assist lead agencies regarding fiscal responsibilities 

 Advise appropriate agencies with respect to integration of services 

 Advise and assist agencies with respect to transition 

 Annual reports to the Governor 

 Work with ILP and AILPA to identify gaps and barriers in the financial 
and funding systems 

 Advise and assist lead agencies in the research and development of 
financial guidelines 

 Provide comment on ILP state and federal regulations 
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 Participate on the leadership team for the Alaska Pyramid Project 

 Actively recruit parents to become members of the Council and EIC 

 Participate in the ILP Program Coordinator’s Conference. 
 
Christie Reinhardt prepared a PowerPoint presentation with an overview of 
the roles and responsibilities of the ICC, and she will forward it to 
committee members as soon as it is finalized. 
 
There were no questions from the committee members.  The comments 
were mainly appreciation for the clarity Christie brought to the roles and 
responsibilities of the SICC.   
 
Upcoming Meetings/Conferences 
 
August 1st, 2014 – 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Stone Soup Group Annual Picnic 
Kincaid Park Chalet, Anchorage 
http://www.stonesoupgroup.org/Assets/SoupiesNomination2014.pdf 
 
August 2nd, 2014 – 1:00 p.m. 
Alaska Buddy Walk 
Clark Middle School, Anchorage 
https://www.ds-stride.org/alaskabuddywalk 
 
Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 13th, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. 
 
Good of the Order and Adjournment 
 
Susan Kaplan MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED and the meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 

http://www.stonesoupgroup.org/Assets/SoupiesNomination2014.pdf
https://www.ds-stride.org/alaskabuddywalk

