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CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Karli Lopez welcomed the committee members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
There were no announcements or good news reported. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
There was not a quorum assembled to approve the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes – 12/10/2014 
 
Heidi Haas MOVED to approve the minutes from the December 10th, 2014 
with minor corrections:  Page 2, March to Marsh; page 4, EDHI to EHDI.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
No correspondence was reported at the meeting.  
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Karli Lopez reported that most of the activity at the Council has been 
around organizing the Council meeting in Juneau. 
 
EI/ILP  
 
Lisa Balivet reported that the activities for EI/ILP have been focused on 
agency’s mid-year self-assessments of quality and compliance indicators.  
Lisa reported that they will be attending the AAEYC Conference at the end 
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of January.  They have invited a guest keynote speaker, Dr. Burd, who is a 
professor at the Department of Pediatrics at the University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine and the director of the North Dakota Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome Center and FAS Clinic, to present on special needs children.  Dr. 
Burd’s presentations are scheduled as follows: 
 
January 29th, 2015 
“Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, What Can We Do and How Can We 
Help?”  
“Working with Parents of Children with FASD” 
“Common Behavior Problems in Young Children” 
 
January 30th, 2015 
“Challenges of Engaging Families Where the Parent has been Prenatally 
Impacted” 
 
Lisa Balivet reported that they have begun the planning for site visits with a 
focus on supportive assessments.  They plan to get to know the programs 
to find out what are best practices at those programs and encourage best 
practices among all the different programs.  Lisa noted that she will be 
involved in monitoring and will be visiting Frontier Community Services in 
Kenai and ACCA in Fairbanks.   
 
AILPA 
 
Jill Lush reported that next month they will be engaged in association 
training with Foraker to improve their advocacy efforts.  Jill reported that 
AILPA has started a discussion regarding expanded billing for 
developmental therapy, and they will look to Laurie Thomas from the State 
ILP to gain an understanding of the State’s perspective with regards to the 
expansion.   
 
Jill Lush reported that AILPA discussed reauthorizing their contract with the 
Policy Council, a legislative tracker, in order to follow legislation relating to 
early childhood issues important to their membership.  Jill noted that their 
strategy for the current legislative session is to, at minimum, maintain their 
current level of financial support, especially in light of the increase in 
enrollment they have experienced.   
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Jill Lush stated that they are moving forward with the AILPA nominations for 
awards for providers and leaders who have made an impact in the field.  
The awards will be presented at the AAEYC Conference.   
 
Jill Lush stated that the next AILPA meeting is scheduled for February 17th, 
2015. 
 
EED 
 
Cassidy Jones reported on the activities of EED as follows: 
 

• Attended the SESA board meeting in December 
• Held face-to-face stakeholder meeting in Anchorage 
• Presented disproportionality webinars in December 
• Attended departmental training on the new uniform grant guidance. 

 
Upcoming activities: 
 

• Training on the Dynamic Learning Maps system for alternative 
assessments 

• Participate in “Amp It Up Day.” 
 
Compliance monitoring completed: 
 
Annette Island  Pribilof  Yukon/Koyukuk 
Delta Greely  Kuspuk  Lake & Peninsula 
Ketchikan   Chatham  Lower Kuskokwim 
Bristol Bay   Mat-Su   
 
Pending: 
 
Anchorage   Fairbanks   
Wrangell   Dillingham 
 
Ongoing projects: 
 

• Continuing fiscal monitoring with OSEP. 
• New federal special education grants have been issued for next year. 
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• First round notifications for intensive reviews went out January 5th. 
• 6B and 619 district grants and discretionary grants are processed and 

posted in the grants management system. 
• SSIP and APR processing is continuing and should be completed in 

February. 
• MOA with DHSS and EED relating to Part C to Part B transition 

services is pending minor changes and signatures. 
• The Department’s website is under review and is being updated. 

 
Cassidy Jones reported that the planning for the Department’s participation 
in the ASSEC Conference continues.  The Department is conducting both 
pre and post conferences, as well as presentations throughout the main 
conference.  Cassidy noted that they are also organizing the 2015/16 new 
directors’ training.  They are planning on a smaller venue to address the 
new directors and another venue to conduct a veteran directors’ training, 
and they are limiting the number of attendees to accommodate the smaller 
venues.   
 
Christie Reinhardt requested that the Department inform the Early 
Intervention Committee on the changes to the MOA with DHSS and EED 
relating to Part C to Part B transition services.    
 
EHDI/WCFH 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that she attended the winter EHDI meeting 
where they reported that 97 percent of the newborns in the state of Alaska 
have a hearing screening at birth.  This is a direct result of having and 
using state-of-the-art hearing screening instruments in both hospital and 
medical center settings and midwifery birthing settings.   
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that EHDI and ILP are looking at strengthening 
their partnership by developing an MOA for information sharing to track the 
fairly large loss to follow up.   
 
FASD SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the FASD Subcommittee is continuing to 
look at providing a definition for education regulations for what a physician 
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is.  The subcommittee has agreed to put forth a definition for physician for 
education purposes that includes an M.D., D.O., physician’s assistant 
operating under the auspices of a physician, and an advanced nurse 
practitioner.  The proposed definition will go to the Education Committee for 
discussion.  If it is favorable to the Education Committee, they will draft a 
letter to the commissioner of education, who has agreed to support an 
expanded definition for physician.   
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that there is a FASD Family Conference 
scheduled for February 3 – 6, 2015 in Juneau.  There are two strands, one 
is parent advocacy training, and the other is FASD Into Action. 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that Judge Michael Jeffery from Barrow, who is 
a long-time advocate for FASD, has retired.  Christie noted that he will not 
be leaving the state and will continue to devote time to the advocacy work 
on behalf of FASD.  
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
TELEPRACTICE DISCUSSION 
 
The discussion on telepractice was tabled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ANNUAL REVIEW OF DRAFT ILP ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT TO 
OSEP 
 
Lisa Balivet led the committee through a PowerPoint presentation on the 
Alaska Early Intervention Infant Learning Program Annual Performance 
Report (APR), which is a summary of the comprehensive report that will be 
submitted to OSEP.  Lisa described that the purpose of the APR is to 
inform, use data-driven decision, to promote effective program 
management, to inform and involve parents in their child’s services and 
education, and to improve infant and toddler outcomes.   
 
Lisa Balivet stated that when looking at the standard deviations of the data 
compared to national numbers, Alaska is well within the normal ranges.  
She noted that in the areas where Alaska has experienced slippage, those 
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areas will be addressed as focus areas in their State Systemic 
Improvement Plan. 
 
Lisa Balivet requested that the committee members review the APR and 
provide feedback either through the committee staff or individually and also 
cc the other committee members so everyone is aware of the input.   
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 
Governor's Council Meeting 
January 20 – 22, 2015 
Centennial Hall, Juneau 
 
Alaska Statewide Special Education Conference 
February 7 – 8, 2015, Pre Meeting 
February 9 – 11, 2015, Conference 
February 12 – 13, 2015, Post Meeting 
 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting has not been scheduled due to conflicts.  Christie 
Reinhardt will follow up with committee members to find a suitable time for 
February’s meeting. 
  
GOOD OF THE ORDER/ADJOURNMENT 
 
Heidi Haas MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED, at the meeting adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 
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