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CALL TO ORDER – 9:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Karli Lopez welcomed the committee members to the meeting.  
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Angie Fraize announced that her daughter was filmed doing gymnastics by 
the Go Out and Play Everyday crew to be in a future commercial.  Karli 
Lopez noted that her son was also filmed playing outside splashing in 
puddles.   
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
There was not a quorum assembled, and the approval of the agenda and 
previous meeting minutes was tabled. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported in light of the discussion in the last meeting 
relating to inclusive child care, Erin Kinavey-Wennerstrom and Jimael 
Johnson indicated that they would be interested in doing the research piece 
perhaps as part of Council-sponsored LEND project. 
 
Reports 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Karli Lopez reported that her term on the Council, and in particular as the 
EIC chair, will be done at the end of June, and she encouraged the 
committee members to begin recruiting parents for the committee and the 
Council and to think about someone to chair the EIC.   
 
EI/ILP  
 
Laurie Thomas reported that they have continued to move forward on the 
activities associated with the SSIP.  Laurie stated that the Service Delivery 
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Committee met last month in Sitka and developed the recommendations 
they plan to forward to the leadership team around adjustments to the list of 
anchor tools.  One of the recommendations is related to the lack of tools for 
consistently and accurately identifying children who have social/emotional 
needs.  The committee also looked at quality standards for Alaska.   
 
Laurie Thomas reported that their Part C application has been submitted.  It 
is still out for public comment because some of the documents that were 
posted were incorrect, so they extended the public comment period.   
 
Laurie Thomas reported that they attended the Early Childhood Mental 
Health Conference, which was focused on technology.  There were many 
great speakers, including a representative from GCI who explained the 
current state of technology in Alaska as it relates to telepractice.   
 
Laurie Thomas noted that she and Cassidy Jones plan to attend the 
Leadership Conference.   
 
AILPA 
 
Amy Simpson reported that AILPA continues their focus on the organization 
of AILPA.  They are reviewing strategic plans from different agencies and 
are working with a facilitator to define the purpose and role of AILPA for the 
future.   
 
EED 
 
Cassidy Jones highlighted the following activities of the Department: 
 

• Attending Governor’s Council’s Education Committee, Autism 
Committee, and Developmental Disabilities Committee meetings. 

• Working with OSEP on the final submission of the APR. 
• GAINS no-cost extension.  
• Rewriting the GAINS/SPDG grant application. 
• APR/SSIP review.   
• A Freedom of Information request for restraint and seclusion policies. 
• Assurance Project. 
• Director’s training planning. 
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• Reviewing the annual travel plan. 
• Employment First data collection negotiations. 
• Website updates are nearly complete. 
• Implemented the GMS. 
• Supplemental workbook has been distributed. 

 
Cassidy Jones reported they are beginning a new monitoring process, and 
the monitoring schedule has been posted on the website.  The FY15 
monitoring will be completed once the reports for Dillingham and 
Anchorage are submitted. 
 
EHDI/WCFH 
 
No report was available for the meeting. 
 
FASD SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Britteny Howell reported that the FASD work plan has undergone positive 
changes.  They have clarified their agenda and plan to bring in speakers 
that will help them to understand DD eligibility and the waiver and wait list 
systems.  The FASD Work Group is also working to collaborate with the 
Statewide FASD Partnership and may be looking into legislative changes 
that would help gain FASD eligibility under developmental disabilities.  The 
FASD Work Group will also be looking towards changes related to 
Medicaid reform or expansion.  
 
AUTISM SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the Autism Work Group scheduled their 
face-to-face meeting on May 1st.  They will have a facilitator from 
Agnew:Beck present, and they will review the feedback from the work 
groups.  Christie Reinhardt stated that the five priority areas are as follows: 
 

• Screening and diagnosis 
• Early intervention and education 
• Funding and system issues 
• Workforce development and training 
• Comprehensive integrated service delivery across the lifespan. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
YEARLY PRIORITIES FOR MAY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Karli Lopez led the committee members through a brief review of the 
objectives to identify additional concerns the members would like to add to 
the work plan.  Amy Simpson recommended adding a follow-up component 
to activities related to procedural safeguards and parental rights.  Laurie 
Thomas recommended that the committee add an activity of assisting ILP 
in securing funding and partners to create training videos related to 
procedural safeguards and parent rights.  The committee recommended 
adding the activity of assisting ILP to prepare and advocate for expanded 
Medicaid billing for all ILP services.  The committee decided to continue to 
work on the inclusive child care opportunities.  With regards to telepractice, 
the committee agreed to recommend that the Council look into a 
telepractice work group, whether it is combined with Medicaid Ad Hoc 
Committee or a separate ad hoc committee.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
EIC RECOMMENDATIONS TO AUTISM WORK GROUP 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that she will e-mail to the committee members 
a document that was developed by the Autism Early Intervention and 
Education work group that she would like them to give input on.  The 
Autism Early Intervention and Education work group will be developing their 
five-year plan at their May 1st meeting and are looking for input from 
stakeholders. 
  
SUMMER PLANNING 
 
The discussion on summer planning was tabled. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 
May 5 – 6, 2015 
Governor's Council Meeting 
Anchorage 
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TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Early Intervention Committee is scheduled for May 
14, 2015, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Karli Lopez adjourned the meeting at 10:34 a.m. 
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