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CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Karli Lopez welcomed the committee members to the meeting.  
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
There were no announcements and good news reported at the meeting.  
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Karli Lopez asked that the presentation from Laurie Thomas on the Seven 
Key Principles be moved from new business to before reports.  Laurie 
Thomas MOVED to approve the amended agenda, SECONDED by Don 
Enoch.  Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED. 
 
Beth Kaplan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes from May as written, 
SECONDED by Don Enoch.  Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence reported at the meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Seven Key Principles For Providing Early Intervention Services In 
Natural Environments  
 
Laurie Thomas presented on the seven key principles.  She has been 
involved with the national project for over 15 years.  The project was 
developed to look at how families support their child’s development in daily 
routines and community activities.  The mission statement reflects the 
broad overarching purpose of family-centered early intervention services 
under Part C of IDEA as follows: 
 
Part C early intervention builds upon and provides supports and resources 
to assist family members and caregivers to enhance children’s learning and 
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development through everyday learning opportunities. 
 
The seven key principles are as follows: 
 

1. Infants and toddlers learn best through everyday experiences and 
interactions with familiar people in familiar contexts. 

2. All families, with the necessary supports and resources, can enhance 
their children’s learning and development. 

3. The primary role of service providers in early intervention is to work 
with and support family members and caregivers in children’s lives. 

4. The early intervention process, from initial contact through transition, 
must be dynamic and individualized to reflect the child’s and family 
members’ preferences, learning styles, and cultural beliefs.  

5. IFSP outcomes must be functional and based on children’s and 
families’ needs and family-identified priorities.  

6. The family’s priorities, needs, and interest are addressed most 
appropriately by a primary provider who represents and receives 
team and community support. 

7. Intervention with young children and family members must be based 
on explicit principles, validated practices, best available research, and 
relevant laws and regulations.  

 
Laurie Thomas explained that she asked program coordinators to take the 
seven key principles back to their programs and develop a document about 
what these principles looked like in their part of the state.  They then had a 
meeting where they discussed what their purpose was as a program in a 
state system.  She noted that one of the results of that dialogue was not 
only a clearer vision and mission statement, but an agreement that Alaska 
was going to adopt the seven key principles as their core values for 
providing services in Alaska.  Laurie noted that their programs have various 
strengths and challenges.  She stated that they will first make sure program 
coordinators and staff have an understanding of the principles.  They have 
been publishing articles focusing on one key principle every month in their 
newsletter.  They intend to focus their training on areas that people have 
described as needs based.  They are also piloting an observation process 
for supervisors to engage with their staff. 
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Reports 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Karli Lopez informed the committee about an opportunity for three people 
from each state to participate in an event for family leaders.  They are 
looking for people who want to learn about the state systems and the 
behind-the-scenes activities that go into early learning goals at the federal 
level.  She stated that she has applied, and she would be happy to pass on 
contact information should any committee members be interested in the 
event. 
 
Karli Lopez expressed her appreciation to the committee members and the 
Council staff for their hard work and dedication to the committee activities.  
She noted that the projects the committee has been involved in have been 
meaningful and have personally impacted her family.  
 
AILPA 
 
There was no report available from AILPA for the meeting.  
 
EED 
 
Don Enoch reported that the Department has been working on a 
memorandum of agreement with the Office of Special Education Programs 
(OSEP), their federal supervisor, between Part C and the EED.  There are 
a few more steps to complete, such as law review and commissioners’ 
approvals before it’s complete.  Don stated that they will participate in a 
nationwide conference call with OSEP focused on Part C. 
 
Don Enoch reported that the Annual Performance Report on graduation 
rates will be out next year, and it will likely affect Alaska’s determination that 
they will require a “needs intervention”.  As far as long-term planning, they 
will be looking to see what they can do in early childhood that affects 
graduation rates.  They will propose in the State Systemic Improvement 
Plan (SSIP) starting an early childhood program and see if it gets approval.  
Phase II of the SSIP began this month   
 
Don Enoch reported that with regards to their assurance project and 
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dealing with Child Find and specific learning disabilities within Child Find, 
districts need to have their plans corrected and updated.  He noted that 
they have gotten cooperation from every district in the state, which was 
positive.  
 
EHDI/WCFH 
 
Beth Kaplan reported that their section is working on Title V, children with 
special healthcare needs assessment and application to the federal Child 
Health Bureau.  She noted that this is the funding for a lot of their 
programs.  
 
Beth Kaplan expressed her appreciation to Karli Lopez for bringing 
tremendous energy and leadership to the committee, and she appreciated 
having a strong parent advocate voice on the committee.  
 
AUTISM AD HOC COMMITTEE 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the Autism Ad Hoc Committee will be 
spending the summer working in their various work groups.  They will be 
sifting through the transcript from their May 1st meeting looking to develop 
their five-year plan.  They plan to have one more half-day meeting in 
October that will be facilitated by Agnew:Beck.  Christie stated that one of 
the priorities in the five-year plan is the development of an autism center 
that would start as a virtual center primarily looking at a place for parents 
and professionals to receive training. 
 
Christie Reinhardt stated that she has a meeting with UAA educational 
programs next week to have more discussion about training teachers to 
have a better understanding of autism and behavioral strategies.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Update on State Board Of Education Meeting (SBOE) 
 
Christie Reinhardt attended the SBOE meeting in Fairbanks to offer 
comment to the board on a request the Council was making to the 
Department of Education with regards to the definition of physician.  The 
SBOE tabled the vote on it, because they wanted the state’s chief medical 
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officer to have the opportunity to review and comment.  Christie stated that 
the SBOE meets in September where it is anticipated the regulation 
change will be revisited.   
 
Christie Reinhardt noted that she met Governor Walker, and both her and 
her son had a photo op with him.   
  
NEW MEMBERS, NEW CHAIR 
 
Christie Reinhardt described the required composition of the committee 
with regards to being the ICC.  She stated that the remaining open required 
seats include representation from private insurance and from the Office of 
Children’s Services, and as always, they are interested in recruiting parents 
of young children.   
 
Amy Simpson, the future chair of the Governor's Council, asked the EIC 
Committee to forward two names for consideration for the chair of the 
committee.  Angie Fraize’s name had been submitted.  Amy Simpson 
confirmed that Angie was interested, and Angie was chosen as the new 
chair of the EIC Committee.   
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
 
OSEP Leadership Conference 
July 26, 2015 – SICC Constituent Group 
July 27 – 29, 2015 – Main conference 
Washington, D.C. 
 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Early Intervention Committee is scheduled for 
August 2015.  The date and time will be forthcoming. 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to adjourn the meeting, SECONDED by Angie 
Fraize.  Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED, and the meeting 
adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 


