
GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

 
Early Intervention Committee 

Minutes 
 

LOCATION 
Governor's Council Conference Room 

3601 C Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
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Beth Kaplan 
  
Staff:   
Christie Reinhardt   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Sheila Garrant, Peninsula Reporting 
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CALL TO ORDER – 10:05 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Christie Reinhardt extended a happy birthday to Angie Fraize. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Due to a lack of quorum, both the approval of the agenda and approval of 
the past minutes were tabled.  
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence reported at the meeting.  
 
Reports 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
There was no chair’s report available for the meeting.  
 
Partner Reports 
 
EARLY INTERVENTION/ILP 
 
Laurie Thomas reported that she and Lisa Balivet provided a presentation 
to representatives from Public Health, the Office of Children’s Services, 
Behavioral Health, and Senior & Disability Services focused on looking for 
a home for the Early Intervention/ILP programs. 
 
Laurie Thomas reported that she attended the Alaska Early Childhood 
Coordinating Council (AECCC) meeting where the focus was on strategic 
priorities, and a general regrouping of projects.  Valerie Davidson, the 
commissioner, was in attendance and contributed a great deal to the 
meeting.   
 
Laurie Thomas reported that work related to parent rights is continuing.  
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The staff is putting together supporting materials for providers regarding the 
approach and timing of parent rights education. 
 
Laurie Thomas reported that the Service Delivery Committee and the 
Professional Development Committee are scheduled to meet jointly August 
30th.  The Professional Development Committee has made parent 
engagement their top priority, and they are developing a five-year plan 
around that, which connects with the SSIP that focuses on social emotional 
development.   
 
Laurie Thomas reported that they are sending five people from Alaska to 
the Social Emotional Community in Practice face-to-face in Chicago in late 
September.  Laurie reported that a coordinators meeting is scheduled for 
October 1st and 2nd at the Dimond Center Hotel.  The topics for discussion 
will include program equity, financial equity, programmatic topics, and the 
SSIP process.   
 
Lastly, Laurie Thomas announced that October 2nd will be her last day in 
her position.  She had been offered and accepted a position as Washington 
State’s Early Services for Infants and Toddlers administrator.  Christie 
Reinhardt expressed the committee’s and Council’s appreciation for 
Laurie’s leadership, commitment, and vision, and wished her luck in her 
new position. 
 
AILPA 
 
No report was available from AILPA at the meeting.  
 
EED 
 
Cassidy Jones reported the following activities of the Department: 
 

• The monitoring season has begun.  The monitoring schedule is 
posted on the EED website. 

• The special education directors trainings have been scheduled; new 
directors in September, veteran directors in October.  

• They are beginning staff training on desk audits. 
• The GAINS grant is continuing to be rewritten. 
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• Staff has been attending various committee meetings. 
• Work is continuing on handbook. 

 
Cassidy Jones reported that with regards to her position as the 619 
coordinator, she has started to look at data related to the early childhood 
programs to get a sense of what is working and not working, and the ways 
in which data is collected.  She reported that they are working with the TA 
center to develop training webinars for special education directors and staff 
regarding the collection of data in hopes of getting a clearer picture of what 
the early intervention programs look like.   
 
EHDI/WCFH 
 
No report was available from EHDI/WCFH at the meeting.  
 
AUTISM AD HOC COMMITTEE 
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the Autism Ad Hoc Committee has a half-
day meeting scheduled for October 6th at the Mental Health Trust where the 
focus will be to complete their recommendations for the Council’s Five-Year 
State Plan and also develop specific work plans for the committee.   
 
Christie Reinhardt reported that the Council and a variety of stakeholders 
were involved in a meeting held last week with Karen McCarthy, the 
legislative aide for Senator Murkowski, to discuss the movement of the 
Elementary Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
Discussion of Early Intervention Objectives and Priorities 
 
Christie Reinhardt directed the committee members’ attention to the State 
Plan presentation that was included in the committee packet.  The 
committee reviewed what the State Plan is, how it is developed, the 
federally required goal areas, and the process and timeline for the Council.  
Christie stated that the overarching goal for the EIC is to essentially 
strengthen policies and programs so infants and toddlers with disabilities, 
their families, and caregivers receive appropriate early intervention 
supports and services.  She stated that the requirements for EIC include: 
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• Strengthen financial supports and services 
• Transition 
• Interagency collaboration around ChildFind. 

 
The EIC discussed the following recommendations: 
  

• Expanded billing 
• Standards for service delivery 
• Inclusive childcare/preschool 
• Parent rights and safeguards education/resource clearinghouse 
• Transition. 

 
Community Forums 
 
Christie Reinhardt stated that the Council will be hosting numerous 
community forums between now and January 1st to gather input with 
regards to the Council’s Five-Year State Plan.  The schedule of the forums 
was included in the committee packet.  Christie stated that the Council will 
be looking to Council members for help with contacts in each community.  
Christie described the timeline for the State Plan as follows: 
 

• October Council meeting (2015) – Create objectives, begin forming 
work plan activities, finalize community forum plan, and approve 
public input survey.  

• February Council meeting (2016) –Discuss the public input 
gathered, finalize work plan activities for first 2 years (2017-2018), 
and begin drafting Plan.  

• May Council meeting (2016) – Review first draft of Five-Year State 
Plan and provide feedback.  

• May 27-July 11 (2016) – State Plan open for public comment and 
make edits based on feedback.  

• July 27 (2016) – Executive Committee reviews final draft State Plan.  
• August 15th, 2016 – submit Five-Year State Plan.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND CONFERENCE 
 
State Board of Education Meeting 
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September 17-18, 2015 
Mt. Edgecumbe, Sitka 
 
Social Emotional Outcomes Collaborative 
September 29-30, 2015 
Marriot Midway, Chicago 
 
Governor's Council Meeting 
October 7-8, 2015 
Special Olympics Building, Anchorage 
 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Christie Reinhardt will alert EIC members via e-mail as to the date and time 
of the next meeting. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
Angie Fraize adjourned the meeting at 11:35. 


